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APOLOGETICAL PREFACE. 



PETER KLIM AND ANDREW KLIM, 

^ONS OF THOMAS KLIH^ AND OJRANDSONS OF 

KLIM THE GREAT, 

TO 

THE COURTEOUS READER. 

It having come to our knowledge, that 
the truth of this history has, by some per- 
sons^ been called into question^ and that 
the publishers of the ^* Subterraneous Tra- 
veU^^ on that account, have, in several 
places, fallen into ill repute; we have 
deemed it advisable^ to prevent any false 
charge in future, to prefix to this new 
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edition^ an attestation signed by men 
whose sincerity and veracity elevate them 
far above the orb of all suspicion; and 
whose evidence entirely secures the pub- 
lishers against every invidious attempt at 
contradiction. The two first subscribing 
witnesses were contemporaries of our hero ; 
and the others lived near about the same 
time : all being universally known as per- 
sons of the old school^ an4, consequently, 
of the strictest virtue and integrity ; and 
who would never allow anything to bf 
palmed upon them, nor suffer themselvei 
to be sent on a sleeveless errand. Wif 
the evidence, then, of such reputable mf 
signed with their own hands, and see 
with their own seals^ we shut the mc 
of all pseudo-critics and jeerers, and 
them to acknowledge their incredr 
be unfounded, and to retract thei^ 
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cious accusations. The attestation, ad- 
dressed to myself and my brother, is of 
the following tenor : — 

" We the undersigned, at the request 
of the two respectable and very worthy 
young men and brothers Peter Klim, and 
Andrew Klim, do hereby certify, that we, 
on examining the books and papers of the 
late illustrious Niels Klim , . found among 
them an autograph, entitled 'Subterra- 
neous Travels ;' to which was attached a 
Subterraneous grammar ; together with a 
dictionary in two languages, Danish and 
Quamitish. That on comparing the admi- 
rable Latin translation of the renowned and 
highly praiseworthy Abelin, wliich at this 
present moment is in almost everybody's 
hands, with the original writing, we dis- 
covered that the said translation was a 
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faithful one^ and in no wise inferior to the 
text. In witness whereof we have here- 
unto set our hands and affixed our respec- 
tive seals. 

Adrian Petersen, (L.S.) 

Jens Thojr.laksen (L.S.) 

SwEND Klak, (L.S.) 

JoKUM Bhander, (L.S.) 

Jens Gad, for self and bro- 
ther, (L.S.) 
HiERONiMUs GiBBs, a Scot,(L.S.y* 

We hope and trust, that, with such forci- 
ble and authentic evidence as we have 
here adduced, every doubt will now b 
entirely removed; But should there, nevf 
theless, be found any one pertinaci 
enough still to persist in his disbelief, s 
power of incredulity we must endear 
to overcome with other weapons. I^ 
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referred them to tales of the nursery. This 
circumstance was the occasion of orders 
being given to the said Peyvis, while en- 
deavours were still making to vindicate the 
honour of the Klims, to concentrate all the 
powers of his art^ and attempt a voyage to 
the regions below the earth. He promised 
to comply with the Sheriff's commands ; 
expatiating on his own peculiar faculty, 
promptness, and dexterity, in nearly the 
following words : — 

Wliat wilt ihou^ then^say? 
The stroDgesty the greatest^ the mightiest on earthy 
From the south to the norths 

My word must obey. 

I rend in twain the rainbow^ 
And Sun^ and Moon^ and Stars^ I headlong hurl bel 
By moon-light make the thunder roar and ligi 
glow : 
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•ne whirlwinds and the raging .tonus my Toioodo 

know^ 
And from th' impenetrable rock I make sweet honey 

flow; 
The North Sea's roaring waves I bid at once recoil^ 
I freeze the hedge row fields^ and make the iceberg^ 

boil/ 



What wilt thou^ then^ say? 
What* s there found in the ocean^ what is there on earthy 
fo the fire^ in the air^ from the South to the Norths 

That my word don't obey ? 

All shuddered with fear, and were filled 
with amazement, on hearing him pronounce 
such strange-sounding and incredible 
words. The Fin, however, immediately 
and undauntedly prepared himself for the 
voyage ; stripped himself to the skin, and 
(O, wonderful to behold !) suddenly trans- 
formed himself into an eagle, soared into 
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the atmosphere^ and vanished in an instant* 
After a whole month's absence, early one 
Friday morning, a little before sunrise, 
our metamorphosing Doctor entered the 
SheriflTs room^ but completely exhausted 
and breathless ; very similar to a horse 
that has been driven hard up an acclivity : 
his strength had entirely left him ; he 
swooned, whilst the sweat poured from his 
forehead in continual streams. It was not 
long before he came to himself again ; 
when, after breathing a little, and taking 
a gulp or two of brandy to revive his 
spirits, he gave us a full description of his 
adventures : particularizing, with a bril- 
liancy of acumen, all that had befallen 
him in his aerial voyage, and in his travelf 
in the Subterraneous regions. He relatec 
also, that after divers sanguinary engage 
ments having, at different times, takf 
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place, in which the Klimites had always 
borne away the bell, the reins of govern- 
ment were again in the hands of our NkCs 
son, who had long swayed the sceptre 
under the guardianship of his mother; 
but that grown old himself, and become 
illustrious through the numerous and 
brilliant exploits which he had performed, 
he now reigned far and wide in the Sub- 
terraneous world, under the name and 
title of Niels the Second. Every circum- 
stance which this learned man related 
was immediately penned down, word for 
word ; and will prove an extremely im- 
portant, and at the same time interesting. 
Appendix to the annals of which the 
literati of Bergen have announced the 
publication, under the title of— 4 Con- 
tinuation of the History of the Fifth Mo- 
narchy. Besides the annals already spoken 
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of, there will appear^ at the same time, 
a Grammar of the Quamitish Language ; 
which to the present s^e will, perhaps, 
not prove of any particular advantage; 
but will become so much the mwe im- 
portant to posterity, as our country 
(without boasting), which is really fertile 
in projeciful heads, will certainly not fail 
to embrace every possible opportunity, 
both night and day, of establishing a com- 
mercial intercourse with the Quamites^ — a 
people who have invented machines, with 
which they are enabled, without the aid 
of witchcraft, to sail with perfect safety 
to the regions below the earth. 

Shame on you now^ ye incredulous 
mortals! and learn for the future, in 
matters of importance, to proceed with 
more prudence and circumspection ! Sham 
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This Work, while it amuses^ does not fail 
to instruct ; as it comprises, with much light 
and pleasant matter, a complete system of 
ethics. The Translator of Lewis Holberg's 
Life of himself, recently published in Hunt 
and Clarke's Series of Autobiography, pre- 
faces it thus : — " Holberg is justly regarded 
by the Danes as the creator of their modem 
school of literature. His productions are 
but little known in this country, and still 
less in the more southern parts of Europe ; 
but in the North of Europe, there are few 
names which are held in greater esteem. 
He devoted his whole life to literature, and 
acquired, in his own country, a distinguished 
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reputation as a satirist^ a dramatic wri 
a national historian^ and as an expoun 
of the principles of public law. His /c 
ney to the World under Ground is 
amusing and instructive production/' 

Holberg was created a baron by the K 
of Denmark in 1747, and died in 1 
leaving the principal part of the pro 
he had accumulated to the Acaden 
Knights at SoF9,e. 
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CHAPTER L 



rsE author's descent into the subtebraneous 

REGIONS, 



Having passed my examinations at the University 
of Copenhagen, and attained to the degree latiba^ 
baits both in theology and philosophy, I made pre- 
parations for returning to my native country, and 
embarked in a vessel bound for Bergen, in Norway. 
This was in the year 1664. I was furnished with 
glittering testimonials from the professors of both 
the sciences 1 had studied, but was extremely bare 
of money; a fate which I had in common with all 
other Norwegian students, who generally return 
pennyless from the temple of the Muses, The 
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wind was favoarable, and after a fortunate passage 
of three days, I arrived at my native town, Bergen. 
I was more learned, but certainly not richer; 
and for some time after my return home, I sub* 
sisted on the kind support of my friends and rela- 
tions. Although I lived in this beggarly sort of a 
way^ I never spent m/time in idleness ; for, in 
order to extend my knowledge in natural philo- 
sophy, in the study of which I had already made 
some proficiency, I carefully and diligently exa- 
mined the interior nature of the country, and parti- 
cularly of the mbuotains ; to ^ttain which end, I 
rambled into every nook and corner in the province. 
There was no diff so steep and craggy, that I 
hesitated to dimb ; no hole or pit so deep and fri^t- 
ful, into which I paused to descend ; with the hope 
of discovering something or otiier that might be 
worthy the attention and examination of the physio- 
logist. 

• 

Certain it is, that my native country abounds in a 
variety of things, that we not only never see, but 
ev^ never once bear ^pok^n of; which, if disco* 
vered in France, Italy, Germany, or in any other 
CQuntry that knows how to profit by, and magnify its 
fecundity into prodigies, the learned world would 
soon have been filled with endless treatises, and the 
philosopher with insatiate desire of reading. 



Among divers extreK)i^ditiary tilings, that whscb 
struck me as the most remarkable, was a bole of 
cavern on the top of a mountain, called by the 
country-folks Mount Flciien (the Weather-<?pclf 
Mountain). Round the orificoi there circulated a 
soft and not unpleasant breeze, occasioned by the 
circumambient air being drawn into fbe hole, and 
again expelled with a C(Hitinual groaning; which 
afforded the literati of Bergen, and particularly th^ 
renowned Abelin, and the profoundly-skilled astro^ 
nomer and natural philosopher, Magister Edward^ 
conrector of the Latin School, an ojfportxmi^ ci 
encouraging their countrymen,— -as they were too 
old and too feeble for the enterprise, — ^to a close in- 
vestigation of the peculiar nature of this hole. It 
appeared to them the more deserving of the atten* 
tive j^ilosof^er's research, as it really had, frond 
time immemorial, much resembled a snoring man^ 
who with vehemence inhales the air which his lungs 
have just expelled. 

Stimulated not less by the encouragement of 
these great men than by my own tiatural inclina« 
tion, I meditated on a descent into the hole; alid 
unbosomed my design to some of my most intimate 
friends, who were struck with surprise and astonish- 
ment, exclaiming, that a person who would execute 
such a project, could not be far short of being both 
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fiantic and desperate. Their remonstrances, how- 
ever, on me were entirely lost ; and instead of 
abatidg my once-kindled desire, they only served 
to fan the flame. My inclination led, and my indi-> 
gent circumstances m'ged me to the study of nature, 
in spite of every danger that might attend it. 
Always destitute of money, and living on another'^ 
charity, became daily more and more insupportable 
to me ; and I had the dismal prospect before my 
eyes of unalterable poverty ; seeing every road to 
honour and preferment in my own country closed 
against me: unless, through some desperate and 
hazardous achievement, worthy of public regard, I 
should succeed in again opening them. 

My resolution, after mature consideration, being 
firmly fixed, I prepared every thing necessary for 
the enterprise, and sallied forth from the town one 
Thursday morning at day-breals, the weather being 
beautiful and serene. The reason of my setting 
out so early was, that I might be at home again 
in the afternoon, when my work was finished. 
How litUe did I then think, that I, like a second 
Phaeton, 

Plunging headlong through the air in whizzing turns, 
Precipitated on another glohe^ 
Should not, till after ten years' woful tossing, 
Behold my country and my friends again! 



Thts expedition w^ nndertaken in the year 1665; 
when Hans Mnnthe and Lars Soerensen were the 
burgomasters, and Christian Bertelsen and Lars 
Sand were senators of Bergen. ' Four labourers 
attended me with rope and boat-hoolss, whidi I 
might need in the descent. We proceeded direct 
to Sandwig, where the mountain is the easiest of 
ascent ; and having reached the summit, we sat 
down a few moments and brealsfasted, not &r from 
the fatal hole. It was here that my heart first began 
to misgive me, and feel as if it anticipated some 
approaching disaster. I turned me round to my com- 
panions : " Which of you," said I, " will now first 
break the ice ?" but received no answer. At this, 
my half-extinguished courage flamed anew : I suf- 
fered the rope to be fastened round my body, and 
made every preparation for the descent ; first, how- 
ever, recommending my soul fervently to the. AI* 
mighty. My devotions being ended,,,! was thien 
lowered gently into the orifice, after having first 
given my attendants the necessary directions what 
they were to do : namely, I ordered them to con- 
tinue to veer away the rope until they should hear 
me bawl, at which signal they were to stop ; and if 
I continued to bawl, they were, in that case, to hoist 
me up again with all speed* I held a boat-hook in 
my right hand, for the purpose therewith of pushing 
away any obstruction to my descent, and at the 
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s^me time to'gnide myself in the centre of the hole; 
and in this manner I was let to glide softly down. 
But scarce had I descended more than eleven or 
twelve yards, when the rope snapped. I conjec- 
tured immediately what misfortune had befallen me^ 
from the sudden howling and lamentations of the 
Tour men above ; which, however, quickly vanished, 
as I, with wonderful velocity, shot down into tbe 
dark abyss, and, like another Pluto, 

Sasxk into the bowels of the yawning earth ; 

with the exception, that, instead of a sceptre, I bad 
but a boat-hook in my hand. 

• X bad now been plunging through thick darkness 
laid incessant night for the space of a quarter of an 
hour, a» near as I was able to guess whilst in such 
a perturbation ; when, at length, I perceived a faint 
glimmering, much resembling a kind of twilight ; 
and quickly afterwards, I could distinctly see a 
serene and bright firmament. I at first, in my sim- 
plicity, imagined that, either by the repercussion of 
the subterraneous air, or some sudi other adverse 
wind, I was again blown up ; and that the hole, in 
sending forth its In^eath, had thrown me back upon 
the earths But, as the sun, the firmament, and the 
stars, which I saw, were much smaller than those we 
are accustomed to behold, I was completely at a 



Ib^s to i^s^i^ ai eisitide for this singular phcMOtonieiioif/ 
I then thought, that the whole of this Hew cdiestial 
cfonstrncture must either be produced by a dizziness 
iti my head, and a eonfused imagination, arising 
frbm the perplexity of my disordered brain ; or that 
f must be dead, and conveyed to the mansions of 
ibe blessed. This last ridiculous idea, Itowever, I 
quickly detected, on perceiving myself armed with a 
boat-hook, and dragging a long rope after me, well 
coQceivttfg that neithelr tope nor hook was a necesitary 
appendage to possess on my arrival in Paradise ; and 
that the celestial inhabitants could never possibly 
approve of such like ornaments, with which I might 
be inclined, after the example of the giants, to storm 
heaven, and drive away the gods. Some consider- 
able time after, when I had seriously reflected off 
the matter, I conceived that 1 must have descendecf 
to the subterraneous heavens ; and that the opinion^ 
of those persons who maintain that the earth iig^ 
hollow, and that within its shell there is another 
and a smaller world, with a smaller sun, smaller 
planets, and smaller stars, all in due proportion, 
connexion, and systematic arrangement, must be 
well founded. Events proved that I had conjectiuredf 
right. 

My course downwsords having now continued 
pretty long, I began to experience that the rapidity 
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v»{th which I was at first preeipitatedy gTadiiall3r 
abated as I approached the planet, or celestial 
globe, which I perceived soon after my accelerated 
descent. As I drew nearer, it appeared visibly t(v 
increase in bulk ; so that at length I could discenit 
although through a cloudy atmosphere that sur^ 
rounded it, both seas, bills, and valleys, upon its 
surface: 

Like birds wiiich hover round the miucle^clad rockr. 
Or soar 'twixt monntaiiis' pinnacles, or billows' tops. 
Or on light wing ^irt oVr the briny deep ; 
So, 'twjxX earth and heaven, hung my body suspense* 

I became now fully sensible tliat I was not only 
suspended and dangling in the celestial air, but that 
the perpendicular line, in which I had hitherto^ 
descended, was now changed into a circle. At this^ 
discovery I must acknowledge that my hair stood 
on end, fearing, as I did, that I must be meta* 
morphosed either into a planet or a satellite, to be 
twirled round in perpetual motion until the world's 
end. When I considered, however, a little within 
myself, that my reputation and honour were in no 
wise likely to be tarnished through such a circum* 
stance, and that a celestial globe, or at least the 
satellite of a celestial globe, always proceeding in 
planetary order, was, at any time, able to out-lustre 
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and eclipse a poor haBgry Stadiosns PhQosophlee, my; 
spirits again revived ; and the more so, v^hen I ex* 
perienced that the celestial air in v^hich I hnng, had 
so strongly fortified me against the cravings of na- 
ture, that I felt neither hmiger nor thirst. I jnst 
then remembered that I had a biscuit in my pocket ; 
I took it out, merely to try, out of curiosity, whether 
in that condition I could relish it ; but on taking the 
first mouthful, I quickly perceived that all earthly 
food Mras become entirely nauseous; I therefore, 
cast it from me, as a useless incumbrance. How< 
great was my amazement on this occasion, when I 
discovered that the biscuit not only hung dangling 
in the air, but, — O wonderful to relate ! — ^began to 
describe around me a planetary orbit. This gave 
me a clear conception of the true laws of motion, 
accordmg to which, all bodies placed in equipoise 
must move in circles. 

How much soever I was dejected but a short 
time previous, at seeing mjrself a ball before mod^* 
ing fate, I was now, on the other hand, equally elated 
on beholding myself exalted, not only to a self* 
subsistent planet, but to such a one even as would 
always be attended by a moon ; and therefore ought 
to be ranked among stars of the first magnitude, or 
planets of the first order. In acknowledging tha 
whole of my vain imbecility, I must needs say, that 
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I'wbs so immoderately inflated by this good fortcrne, 
that had I then met witti all the burgomasters and 
all the senators of Bergen, I would merely have 
vouchsafed them a single gl^ce, in order to have 
looked down upon them as insignificant atoms; nor 
would I have deigned to incline my hook, much less 
to bow my head, before them. 

In tins state I remained three whole days. As I 
Vras contmualfy carried round by and with the planet, 
iWiich was now at no very immense distance from 
me, I could easily distinguish the day from the 
night, through observing the rising and setting of 
the subterraneous sun ; though, after he was gone 
down, I never remarked any such nights as we 
experience on earth ; for when this bright luminary 
was even far below the horizon, the heavens every- 
where still continued light and shining, very similar 
to the full moon with us. This brightness, I con- 
cluded, must be reflected from the internal vault or 
hemisphere of this world ; which borrowed its light 
from the sun placed in the centre. A superficial 
knowledge of astronomy assisted me in drawing 
tiiis inference. 

But the most ridiculous part of my conduct, whilst 
in the midst of enjoying this happy condition, 
perhaps, was, that I looked upon myself to be the 
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next after flie immortal gods; andagi c^nsidi^ped 
myself in tbe quality of a new* celestial light, I 
made my account of speedily being introduced, toge* 
ther with my satellite, into tbe catalogue of stars» 
by the astronomers upon the globe below ; — wben^ 
lo! appeared a most hideous and terrific winged 
monster, which iSrst threatened my right side, and 
then my left, now my front, and afterwards my rear^ 
with the blow of annihilation. In the beginning, as 
it approached me, I took it to be one ot the twelve 
6igns of the Zodiac ; and s^nrefly wished in my beavt^ 
if that really were the ci^e, that it might be flie 
Virgin ; for, out of the whole constellation-system, 
no one, save her, could, in that solitude, show me 
the smallest particle of motherhood, or afford me 
the least consolation. As this creature, however, 
drew nearer to me, I perceived that it was neith^ 
more nor less than a huge and frightful griffin. I 
was, in consequence of this discovery, so stupffled, 
and so overtaken with fear, that I nearly forgot 
myself and my new celestial dignity ; and, m my 
inexpressible anxiety and perplexity of mmd, I 
drew out the testioKmials I had received from the 
tJniv^^ity, which, as good lock would have it to be, 
were then in my pocket, to exMbit to this drea^iil 
menacing enemy, and to prove to him that I pos* 
sessed both my theological and philosophical exa* 
men ; was student, and, what is more, vras Bacca^ 
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tauretiSy and able to r^alae any foreign adversaiy 
in excipiendo forum. As soon, however, ag the 
&st heat of my passion was over, I gradually re- 
covered my reason, and laughed heartily at the 
folly of which I was guilty* 

I could still not clearly perceive for what purpose 
fhis griffin followed me, I knew not whether to 
look upon him as an enemy or consider him as a 
frigid; or to believe — ^whidi appeared very pro^ 
bable — ^tliat, merely to satisfy his curiosity, he was 
inclined to indulge himself a little in contemplating 
my form. True it is, that a human body, suspended 
in the air, with a boat-hook in his hand, and drag-^ 
ging a long rope after him, would be a sufficiently 
ludicrous sight to attract any ipan, or brute beast, to 
stop and gaze at it. The extraordinary figure that 
I tl^en cut, occasioned, as I afterwards learnt, the 
inhabitants on my side of the planet, to hold divers 
controversial colloquies, and to form several hypo- 
theses concerning me. The philosophers and astro- 
nomers took me to be a comet, and judged the rope 
to be the comet's tail. Many even insisted, that 
such an uncommon appearance in the heavens must 
certainly portend some imminent calamity, not 
short of pestilence, famine, or some other direful 
and remai-kable event. Others again went much 
\ further, — even far beyond the possibility of observa- 
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tion,— find with much precision delineated my form ; 
so thai before my arrival on the globe, I was already 
defined, described, painted, and even engraved on 
copper. 

All this I afterwards heard mentioned with inward 
merriment, and a sort of tickling delight, when I 
had been for some time upon the planet, and had 
learned the snbterraneoas language. It is here 
worthy of being remarked, that there are in the 
interior of the earth certain extraordinary stare, 
which suddenly appear, and again as sudd^ily 
vanish ; and which are denominated Scissici (or the 
hairy). They are described as being very hideous, 
with blood-red hair standing upright on their heads, 
similar to hogs' bristles, and having a tail much 
resembling a long shaggy beard ; they are there- 
fore reckoned by the natives, even as they would be 
with us, among the celestial wonders. 

• 

4 

But to the history again. The griffin had noW 
approached near enough to attack me with his 
wings ; and was even on the point of assaulting me 
with his foot ; so that I could plainly discern with 
what view he paid me a visit. I therefore com- 
menced acting on the defensive against this formida- 
ble and warlike enemy ; took the boat-hook in both 
my hands, and not only witiii it parried off his 
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audadous attacks, but forced bim even at times t(t 
retreat in haste ; until at l^gtb, after many a fmit* 
less blow, whilst he continaed still to tag at me, I 
succeeded in passing the hook between his wings^ 
and sticking it into the nape of his neck with such 
force, that I was onable to draw it out again, llie 
wounded monster, with a frightful shriek^ now hur- 
ried headlong down to the jdianet below ; and I, who 
was already weary <rf, and disgusted with, my new 
celestial astro^iignity, — perceiving that it, like 
^very othi^ greatness and excellence, was eiLposed 
to subversion and total decay,— ^ 

Now, with the griffin, which was earthward-bound, 
Did carelessly descend. As from the astral throng 
A lucid star doth seem to guide its course along 
Th' etherial vaults — thus sank I to the ground. 

And in this manner was the circle which I had 
lately described once more changed into a perpendi- 
cular line. 

After being carried down, in the beginning, some* 
what violently against the thicker air, the whizzing 
whereof, for a length of time, completely stunned 
my hearing, I came with an easy and harmless fall 
down upon the globe, together with the griflSn, who 
^ied soon after of his wounds. 




When I arrived upon this planet, I judged it to 
be night, merely from the absence of the sun, and 
not from the darkness ; for it was even then so light 
that I could distinctly read every letter in my testi- 
monials. This noQtamal light i9 reflected from the 
firmament, or the innermost shell of our earth; 
the one half of which shines like our full moon. In 
respect of the brilliancy of the light, tliere is, fo^ 

I . .. 

the reason stated, scarcely any difference between 
day and night ; except in so far, that the sun is 
away during the nights, and on that account fbey 
are somewhat colder than the days. 
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CHAPTER n. 



tBs author's abrival among thb inhabitants rPOK 

THE PLANET NAZAR. 



Mt atrial vo;^age being ended, and I having 
now reached the planet both safe and sound, with- 
out even the most trivial hurt — since the speed with 
which the griflin in the beginning shot down, by 
degrees abated, as his strength grew weaker, — I 
lay for some time motionless on the ground, await- 
ing the arrival of day, to see what novelty might 
present itself to view. I now remarked that my 
former human weakness again began to manifest 
itself, and I felt come upon me both drowsiness 
and hunger ; bitterly regretting that I had thrown 
away the biscuit. Wearied out with these, and a 
multitude of other troubles, I at length fell into a 
profound sleep. 

I had reposed for the space of two hours, as near 
as I could guess, when a frightful growling, or 
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lowing, which had long disturbed my slumbers, 
entirely awoke me. Whilst asleep, I had had 
many wonderful dreams. Among other strange 
things, I dreamed tliat I was again arrived in Nor- 
way; and was then engaged in relating to the 
people, in the streets and lanes, my marvellous 
adventures. I afterwards thought that I was in 
the church at Fanoe, not far from Bergen, and 
list^ing to the singing of the parish-clerk, Niels 
Andersen, whose croaking voice, as usual, mise- 
rably annoyed my acoustic organs. On awaking, 
for some time I really imagined that it was this 
man's howling which had interrupted my sleep. 
But as I at the same instant descried a bull stand- 
Hig very near to me, I concluded that it must have 
been his growling which had awaked me. 

The day had dawned, and the rising sun begad 
to gild the verdant oaks and fertile fields, which, in 
beautiful luxuriance and variety, everywhere spread 
and extended themselves before my astonished 
fid^t. I perceived, at no greait distance, some few 
trees in a cluster ; but how great was my amaze- 
nient when I observed them moving to and fro, not* 
withstanding that it was so perfectly calm that there 
was not wind enough even to have moved a feather. 
Seeing the bull now come growling towards me, I 
fled in haste, quaking with fright, to a tree which 

c 
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was. standing not far from me, and endeavoured in 
my J^nxiety to ascend it. Scarcely, however, bad 
I got rightly up, when it gave an effeminate, but 
shrill and piercing shrink, similar to thfit of ai^ 
ej(fisp^rated woman ; and I, at the same ti^ie, re^^ 
ceived such a violent box on the ear, that a dimness 
came immediately before my eyes, and I fell head- 
long to the ground. I lay as if entranced, or struck 
by lightning, and ready to yield up the ghost; 
when all around me I heard a buzzing and mut- 
tering noise,. very like the hubbub and confusion 
made by the stock-jobbers on the Exchange, whe^ 
warmly engaged in the buying and selling of stock. 
I opened my eyes, — as I was not dead>— and saw 
the field all about me swarming with trees ; wbere^ 
but a short time before, I had oAly remarked $i;x orr 
seven. Nothing could equal the amazement with 
which I was filled, on finding myself thus in the 
midst of a living forest ; my head became dizzy* 
aiOid I was ready to weep with terror and alarm. 
I at first thought I must be dreaming, notwith*. 
standing I was perfectly awake. Then I imagined 
myself to be in the midst of an assemblage of 
apparitions, or surrounded by evil spirits; and 
divers other such like incoherencies entered my 
head. I had, however, but little time to contem- 
plate the nature of, or meditate on the cause of, 
these automatons ; for a second tree hastily ap- 
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proached me, bent dowli one of its bfandjes, the 
extremity dT which was armed with six twigs, that 
answered the purpose c^ fingers, raised me sud"* 
denly from the ground, and bore me away, in 
spite of all my piteous and doleful lam^attons. 
Innumerable other trees, of various. sorts and sizes, 
followed. They uttered certain articulate bounds, 
which to me were entirely foreign ; and whereof I 
could only retain in my memory the two words, 
Pikel Emi — of which they made very frequent use. 
The signification of these words is, an extra* 
ordinary baboon; and such was the appellation 
they bestowed on me ; as they concluded, from my 
shape and dress, that I must be a species of ape $ 
although of a different kind from those apes which 
are common in their country. Several imagined 
me to be an inhabitant of the firmament, and con^ 
ceived that the birds nmst have conveyed me thither; 
averring, thai the annals of their planet could fully 
testify, that like circumstances had frequently hap<« 
pened before. All this came to my knowledge jBt 
few monfts after, when I had learned the sab« 
terraneous language. 

< 
In my present situation, I was so fer from com* 

prehending the nature of these living and speaking 

trees, that, through fright and consternation, I even 

nearly forgot my own. Just as Httle was I able to 

c2 
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conceive, what this procession, which moved forward 
with slow and solemn step, should betoken ; 
though, from the hasty, and apparently indignant 
mambling, muttering, and grumbling, which every 
where resounded through the field, I could not hope 
for much good. The offence with which I was 
charged, I concluded from the circumstances, must 
really be well founded ; for the tree, into which I^ 
in my anxiety, when I fled from the bull, began to, 
ascend, was neither more nor less than the Sheriff's 
wife of the neighbouring city. The injured per- 
son's dignified character, tended infinitely to add to 
the aggravation of my crime ; for it appeared that 
I was inclined to violate the person, not of a woman 
of the lower order, but of a lady of the highest 
rank ; and that, too, in the open field, and in the 
presence of divers eye-witnesses : an entirely new 
and horrid sight for such a modest, chaste, virtuous^ 
and well-bred people as they are. At length we 
arrived in the city, whither I was brought a prisoner. 
The houses of it had the appearance, not only of 
magnificence, but its divisions, its streets and lanes^ 
were distinguished for their evenness, order, and 
symmetry. All the buildings were so lofty and 
majestic, that they might be compared with so many 
towers or steeples. The streets swarmed with 
trees, all promenading, which in passing saluted 
each other i>y bowing down their branches; and 
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the lower they bent them, the greater was the pfroof 
of esteem, respect, and veneration. Just then there 
came, accidentally, out of a particularly magnificent 
house, a remarkably fine oak ; when all the other 
trees immediately receded, bowing down, in Itke 
manner^ most of their branches ; from which one 
might infer, that it was more than an ordinary per* 
son. I discovered soon after, that it was the Sheriff 
of the city ; the reputation of whose wife, it was 
alleged, I so greatly had injured. In the mean 
time, I was conducted into a saloon in the said 
Sheriff's house. As soon as I had entered, the door 
was locked after me, and strongly barricaded ; on 
which occasion, I might have congratulated myself 
on being admitted a member of the Rasping-Hoose 
(Bridewell). My fear respecting the not-to-be- 
l^vied situation wherein I was placed, wad still the' 
more confirmed, cm my observing on the outside^ 
in the front of the house, three trees walking to and 
fro, as guards ; each being armed with six axes, oi^e 
for every branch ; for they possessed, in lieu of 
arms, so many branches, and in lieu of .fingers, so 
many twigs. I remarked that on the top of each 
stem or trunk of the trees, a head was placed, which 
much resembled the human head ; and underneath, 
instead of roots, they had each two legs, but so shorty 
that tortoises might vie with the inhabitants of this 
planet in running. It would have been an tmf 
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matter for me, in case I had not been incarcerated^' 
to escape, if opportunity had offered ; as I certainly 
was able to fly, in comparison with these mnners* 

In fine, not to detain the corioas reader any 
longer^ 1 now evidently perceived, that these trees 
were not only the inhabitants of this planet, but 
that they were also rational beings ; and I admired 
the variety with which natare charms, in her multi-* 
ferious and nmtable forms in the creation* These 
trees are not near so tall as the trees with us, for 
the greatest number do not exceed the height of a 
man; and some are even much shorter, which 
might be compared with flowers or plants ; these I' 
ooncloded mast be children. ' 

It is inconceivable into what a labyrinth of 
meditation these phenomena led my thoughts ; how 
many sighs were extorted from my bosom, and 
with what painful hankering and longing, I, while in 
this condition, called to remembrance my beloved 
father-land. Although these extraordinary trees 
appeared to be social beings, since they were gifted 
with the nse of speech, and endowed with so mudi 
reason that they might be classed among rational 
animals, still I doubted whether they could be con- 
fronted with the human race ; and at the same time 
feared that justice, benevolence, and such other 
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moirld vtrtaed^wer^ ^htirely unknown to them^ I 
was so completelj absorbed in these tormenting 
reflections^ that my^ boWels yearned^ and tbe tearft 
started and ran down tny cheeks in continual 
streams. Whilst I thus, in the most elTi^mlnat^ 
manned » was giving vent to my sori'ow^ and crou<^«- 
ing under the weight of my aMicti(niS| the gnards^ 
whom, because of the ftxe^ which they bOre^ I 
took to be lictors, entel^ my prison ; Whence 1 
was condacted, preceded by them, to a'distinguisbed 
building, situated in the centre of the market«-place. 
I now looked upon myself in the light Of one Who 
had attained to the dignified ofSce of dictator — ^more 
eminent than any Roman consul; for be wa6 
lionoured only with twelve axes in his retinue, 
Whilst I, on file ccmtrary^ advanced with eighteen 
preceding me. At the door of the edifice, whither 
I was conducted, stood Justicey carved out in the 
fotm of a tr^e, holding a balance in me of its 
branches^ It Was shaj[^ after the figure of a virgin, 
with an air of importance and rigid inlbxibility; 
and with a sharp and piercing look, whose mien 
was neither forbidding nor defying, but was distin- 
guished by a certain mournful gravity. From this 
I concluded. Without falling into entyr, that the 
building was the Town-Hall. 'I was now led into 
the Justice-room, the floor of which was paved with 
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qaadrangular highly polished marble slabs of rarioa« 
colours. Here I perceived a golden chair, resem- 
bling a judgment-seat, upon which sat a tree 
exalted in the midst of twelve assessors, or benchers ; 
who, in becoming and suitable order, were seated, in 
like manner, on so many lower chairs, six on each 
side of the Lord Chief Justice. This great personage 
was a palm-tree of the middle stature; but was dis- 
tinguishable from tlie other judges by the variety of 
its leaves, which possessed every colour in nature. 
The whole were surrounded by &>ur and twenty 
lictors, each of whom was armed with six axes. 
It is impossible for me to describe the terror and 
consternation into which I was thrown, on beholding 
these persons arrayed in such warlike and formida- 
ble order; concluding therefrom, that this nation 
must be excessively cruel and blood-thirsty. 

On my entering the Justice-room, all the judges, 
senators, counsellors, and others, rose from their 
seats, and raised their branches high in the air ; after 
which religious ceremony, they again seated them* 
selves. This being finished, I was then arraigned 
at the bar, between two trees, the trunks of which 
were clad in sheep-skins. I conjectured that these 
must be the pleading barristers, which really proved 
to be the case. 
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Before the trial proceeded, the head of the Lord 
Chief Justice was enveloped in a sort of blaclc 
covering. This being done, the accusing barrister, 
in opening the case, made a short speech, which he 
repeated three times ; to which my advocate replied 
in a like manner, and equally concise. To these 
speeches followed a perfect silence. Thishaving 
continued for about the space of half an hour, the 
Lord Chief Justice, after first suffering the envelope 
which covered his face to be taken away, rose from 
his seat, and lifting up his branches towards heaven, 
pronounced, with much suspension of voice and 
great emphasis, some words, which I imagined to 
be the sentence against me. When he had deli- 
vered his speech, or address, I was immediately re<- 
conducted to my former prison ; expecting that ere 
long I should receive a severe chastisement, in the 
form of a flogging on my bare posteriors, at the 
cart's tail. 

In this my solitary confinement, I reflected on all 
the events whidi had lately come to pass, and really 
inwardly ridiculed the folly and simplicity of this 
people ; for that which they had recently been doing, 
seemed to me much more like performing a farce than 
conducting a criminal process ; and all that I had 6th 
served of their attitudes, gestures, ornaments, and 
mode of legal procedure, appeared to me more 8uit« 
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able for jugglers and ballet-dancers, than to be intro* 
duoed into the solemn and most high oonrt of judicai- 
ture. I afterwards brought to mind the great diifen- 
«nce between things here and on our globe ; and was 
then, — and not tiU then, — fully sensible of the pre^ 
eminence of the Europeans over all other human 
beings. Notwithstanding I condemned in my heart 
the stupidity, and pitied the intellectual d^cieney^, 
of Uiis subterraneous nation, still I could not deny 
to them a rank above the brute creation ; for flie 
beautiful appearance of their dty, the symmetry of 
the buildings, together with various other things 
which I observed, evidently proved, that these trees 
were neither entirely deficient in reason, nor totally 
ignorant of certain principal mechanical arts. I 
.conceived, however, that that was all that I could 
-fairly advance in their praise. 

Whilst I, in this manner, was meditating, and 
talking softly to myself, the door of my prison was 
opened, and a male tree entered, having in his hand 
a triangular surgical instrument, with which hd, 
after having unbuttoned my bosom and bared my 
arm, very skilfully made an incision, or rather, by 
an act of pertusion, struck a hole into the middle 
vein. When he had taken from me as much blood 
as ho conceived enough, he again bound up the arm, 
with equal dexterity, surveyed the blood with much 
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dtteiitiott, and, whilst betraying evident si^ lat 
wonder and amazement) he went silently away^ 
All this tended more and morel to oonfirin the opi^ 
nion I had formed of this people's disordered intel^^ 
lects. Bat some time after^ when I had leahied Hie 
snbterraneous langnage, and acquired a dedr con* 
oeption of all these matters^ my contempt finr them 
was ebanged into admiration. The practide of the 
court of judicatare, which I so inconsiderately had 
eensared, was explained to me in the followiiig 
way. From the shape 06 my body, as well as ffom 
my figm« altogether, it was sapposed that I was an 
inhabitant of the firmament It appeared that I 
bad attempted to violate the person of a modest 
and virtuous lady of the highest . rank ; and for that 
aggravated misdemeanom*, of which all surmise 
judged me guilty, I was conducted to the senates 
house. One of the pleading barristers had much 
exaggerated my offence ;-^maintai&ing that I oiight 
to suffer the punishment which the law awards^ 
The dtb^5 on the contrary, did not entirely depre- 
cate the ^mnishment ; but suggested and advised 
thiat it should be deferred, until it was folly asc^<* 
tained who I was^ whence I eame, and whether i 
was of the brute creation or a rational* being. The 
raising up of the brancheei towards heaven, I was 
informed, was a costomary religions ceremony^ 
which was always observed, before the sen^^ice was 
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"passed upon any delinquent. The pleaders were 
clothed in sheep-skins — emblematic of innocence—* 
to remind them of the uprightness and integrity 
which they ought to exhibit in the treatment of anjr 
action at law. And really I remarked that all the 
barristers in this place were upright and irreproach* 
able characters; a circumstance which clearly 
proves, that it is possible, in a well-regulated state, 
to find both honest and honourable advocates. The 
statutes in that country are so rigid against cavillers 
and misinterpretera, or p^rverters of the law, that 
no quirks, chicanery, insidiousness, or partiality^ 
can be defended or palliated ; no knavery or dis- 
honesty can be deprecated ; and no delinquent can 
escape punishment. It is as impossible for a cri- 
minal to elude pursuit, as it is for him to find a 
refuge, or a person willing to afford him harbour* 

The three-fold repetition of their speeches, was 
in consequence of this people's peculiarly dull 
powers of apprehension, which distinguished them 
from every other nation upon that planet ; for but 
very few of them possessed faculty sufficient to 
understand that which they had carelessly read, or 
to comprehend what they had only once heard re* 
lated. It was looked upon, that those persons wlia 
were capable of immediately understanding a cook 
mon proposition, must necessarily li 




therefore, people of qoick perceptive faculties wert 
seldom or nevet eelectal for any great or important 
employment. Experience bad tangbt them to knovr, 
tliat tbe repablic had always been on the totter 
when mider the admioistTation of clever beads,— 
better and more generally known by the appella- 
tion of great genmseB, — and that men of a slow, 
or, as they were sarcastically denominated, of a dull 
apprehension, had invariaWy restored tilings to 
order, which the former Lad completely entangled. 
To these extraordinary opinions, I could at first by 
no means yield my assent ; but, nerertheless, after 
serious reflection, they appeared not to be so entirely 
inconsistent. What excited my astonishment tbe 
most, was tbe history of tbe Lord Chief JuBtice. 
That personage was a virgin, who was bom and 
educated in iiie place, and was appointed by the 
Regent to the office of Kaki, or Chief Jndge of tbe 
city. It must bere be remarkefl, that this people, 
in nominating any person to fill a high pnbHc situa- 
tion, never t^e the sex into account ; but, after a 
strict exambiation of bis or her abilities, confide tbe 
affairs of tbe state to the most worthy person among 
tbc>se, whose capacity has been brought under consi- 
deration and found appropriate to ' the task. Id 
order to judge rightly of every one's qualifications 
and talents, seminaries are established, tbe super- 
intendents or inspectors of wliich are called KaratHi 
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which word, in their language, srfgnifies essayers 6t 
examiners. Their occupation is that of watcbiDg 
the progress and diligence in learning of every one 
under iheir care; of penetrating into, and exa* 
mining strictly, the general state of the minds, and 
natural bent of the dispositions, of the young stu- 
dents ; and afterwards to hold a Probation, and once 
a year to deliver to the Prince a designation of audi 
as are qualified to fill public situations ; <Ustingnish- 
ing in which branch of education each person has 
made profici^icy, and !n particular excels, and in 
what employment be or she could be of the greatest 
advantage to the father-land. After the Prince ia 
put in possession of the list of candidates, he causes 
their names to be inscribed in a book kept for that 
purpose ; so that lie can daily call to mind, and have 
before his eyes, tiiose whom he thinks meet to pro- 
mote to the vacant situations. 

The virgin above-mentioned, had, four years 
before, obtained the distinguishing and commend- 
ing attestation from the Karatti; and was, in conse- 
quence, appointed by the Prince to the office of Chief 
Judge in the senate — and that, too, of her native city ; 
a practice which the inhabitants of Potu think very 
religiously of; — conceiving that no person can know 
the internal state and condition of a municipality so 
well as those who were bom and br< 
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midst of it. Her name was Palmka ; and had now 
for the space of three years discharged the duties of 
her oflSce with such rigidity, that she had thereby 
attained to the highest degree of renown. She wa^ 
everywhere looked upon as the most profoundly 
learned, wise, and judicious tree of the whole city ; 
for her powers of apprehension were sq extremely 
dully that she hardly ever understood any case 
or subject, — and then not without much trouble 
and difficulty,*— unless it was repeated to her 
three or four times« But having once formed a 
concepticm of it, she, with 8^rpri9ing discern* 
ment, penetrated quickly to the bottoin, decided 
the most difficult points, and solved the most 
abstruse problems with so much judgment, that 
all lier verdicts •were considered as so many 
oracles. 

Like Themis, she in the even balance poised 
Preponderating justice against fraud ; 
And she distingruish'd truth's peculiar rays 
From falsehood's borrowed lustre, — ^goddess- like. 

She, therefore, during the whole time she had filled 
her important situation, had never pronounced any 
d^ree^, or passed any sentence, that was not ex- 
t^lM to the* skies, and confirmed by the Supreme 
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This caused me to perceive, on a closer examuia-> 
lion and reflection, tbiat the Potuites, throng not 
excluding the fair sex from office, howbeit, did not 
act so Bedlamitish as I at first imagined, I thought 
to myself; suppose the Sheriff's ^ife of Bergen 
were to sit in judgment in the senate, instead of 
her husband ; or counsellor Severin's daughter-^ a 
well-spoken, clever, and witty youi^g lady^-were 
to plead instead of her stupid and dolter-headed 
father ; perhaps jurisprudence, by the bye, might 
not, in consequence, sustain any considerable loss, 
nor justice and equity so often fall into qualms and 
fainting fits. 

I even went deeper in my meditations, and re- 
flected on the precipitate dispatch ttsed in our Courts 
of justice in Europe — ^particularly in the Courts of 
Revision or Chancery, — and considered the expedi- 
tious manner wherein trials are frequently hurried 
through, and sentences passed ; the latter of which, 
on a closer investigation of the relative matter, 
would, in all probability, run the risk of being 
annulled. 

For their having proceeded to open one of my 
veins, in the manner already described, they gave 
the following reason. When any person is convicted 
of a crime, instead of flogging, maiming, orbehead<* 
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ing such a malefactor, he is ordered to be bled ; to 
ascertain whether the offence was committed with 
malice aforethought, or whether it was prompted by 
some irregularity in the blood, or disorder «,in the 
fluids of the body. If either, or both oftiie l||ter, a 
cure of the indisposition is endeavottred to be 
effected ; in order that the legal process may have 
for its end, the more of rdbrmation than of punish*- 
ment : nevertheless, it is always considered an. ig* 
nominy, to be sentenced by the Council to be phle- 
botomized. In case any one who has undergone 
this correction, should a second time be found guilty 
of any offence, he is then condemned as an unworthy 
member of the state, and banished to the firmament ; 
where all, without distinction, are admitted. Re- 
garding the condition of this exile, I shall hereafter 
give some farther elucidation. 

The cause of the surprise, which the surgeon who 
bled me exhibited, on beholding my blood, was, that 
the inhabitants of that planet, instead of blood, have 
a transparent whitish fluid in their veins ; whidi, in 
proportion to the more or less whlteneds that it pos- 
sesses, is considered a greater or less indication of 
guilt, or purity and innocence. 

Of all these matters, I formed a clear conception, 
when I had acquired a knowledge of the subter- 

D 
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ituiouB language; and consequently began to 
tertaln a more favourable opinion of this naticm^ 
which I inconsiderately had held in so mach coii^ 
tempt I remarked, that these trees, which In 
the beginning 1 took to be both stupid and clown-* 
ish, had a moderately good colouring of humantty 
about them; I therefore felt no apprehension fof 
the safety of my life; and became the more 
confirmed in the confidence I entertained, on see* 
ing them twice a day bring me something to 
subsist upon. My food consisted, generally, of 
fruit, herbs, and all sorts of beans; and my 
drink was a clear, sweet, and exceedingly delicious 
juice. 

The Sheriff, in whose house I remained a prisoner^ 
caused it to be immediately communicated to the 
Prince, who resided at his palace not far from the 
city, that he, by accident, had become possessed of 
a rational animal, of a most extraordinary shape and 
species. This information, as it may be imagined, 
naturally excited the curiosity of his illustrioiMl 
Highness. He commanded the Sheriff, first to 
have me instructed in the language of the country^ 
and then to send me to the palace. I was there* 
fore immediately provided with a master; under 
whose instructions I made such progress, as to 
able, in the short space of half a year, to 
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verae prtttjr floieiiUy nith mj-aX tbeiBbaluUDta; 
Ab. soon sa I hsd acqaired the mdiments of ttib 
langoilgei a fresh Order airiTed from the Coui^ 
saTing, that my iDstractiOOB should be continaed, 
and that I 8honld.be placed in the Seminat^ of 
tbe City; ^here the KaratU were to eiatnine 
tny intellectual powns, and jndge in which art 
or science I gave the greatest hopes (tf advanoe- 
ment. Th^ commands of the Prince were punc- 
tually obeyed. During the time that I was aft 
the seminary, tb^e was as mnch care bestowed 
in tbe formation of my body, as that oi my 
mhid ; and they gave tbemselrea, in particnlar, a 
great deal of trouble to make me look as much 
like a tree as possible; for which purpose tb^ 
bound false branches to different parts of my 
body, in so neat and dexterous a manner, that it 
was really a pleasure to b^old their admirable 
coutrirance. 

In the mean fime,my IandIord,a veryafiable, comt- 
municE^re, and inquisitive sort of a tree, cntertuned 
me eveiy aflemoon, . when I bad returned from the 
seminaiy, with divert amusing historical tales ; 
and rariqat dialogues .we held, wherein be interro- 
gated me on almost every subject. He listened 
with much pleasure and attention to what I related 

^m respecting my voyage down ; but at nothing 
D 2 



36 

was he so much amazed, as at the deiBcription I gt?e 
him of our earth, and of the immeasurable heavens 
.that surround it, swarming and glittering with in- 
numerable stars. All this awoke in him the most 
lively eagerness and curiosity. When, howeveri 
I related to him, that the trees with us were lifeless, 
immoveable, and rooted ia the ground, he appeared 
very dejected ; and on my assuring him, that on 
our earth we felled them for firewood, wherewith 
to warm our houses, and cook our victuals, he 
then became nearly frantic. Nevertheless, when 
he had seriously reflected oh the matter, bis pas- 
sion and indignation abated; then raising his 
branches, which amounted to five, towards heaven, 
he praised the wonderful judgment of the greet 
Creator, into whose manifold and deep designs 
no mortal could penetrate. He now again lis- 
tened calmly and attentively to what I further 
related. His wife, who had hitherto always 
avoided my presence, became, on understanding 
fully the reason of my being arraigned at the 
bar of the tribunal, again reconciled to me ; and she 
acquitted me of all suspicion, when she learnt that 
I, in the innocence of my heart, had been deceived 
by the figure of a tree, up into which we, in our 
country, unceremoniously climb. But in order not 
to run any risk, in this newly acquired confidence 
and familiarity, of opening a very lately hei 
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and thereby losing her ladyship's good graces, I 
took special care never to converse with her, 
unless in the presence of her husband, and with 
his permission. 



' I '. 
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CHAPTER III. 



DESCRIPTION OF THE CITY OF K.EBA. 



During the period which was appointed for my 
receiving instructions at the seminary, my landlord 
used frequently to take me round in the city, for the 
purpose of showing me every thing that was mi* 
common and worthy of notice. We perambulated 
the streets without experiencing the least hindrance, 
or stoppage ; and, what much surprised me, withcmt 
causing the smallest concourse of curious spectators. 
We are all aware, that with us things are &r 
otherwise; for at every opportunity to witness a 
trivial, and almost every-day occurrence, the popu- 
lace flock together by thousands, in order to satisfy 
their so-easily-excited curiosity. The inhabitants, 
however, of this planet, who are quite the reverse 
of us, appeared as much attached to stale matters of 
moment, as to new trinkets or gewgaws. 

Kebttj which is the name of this city, is the 
second in size in the principality of Pota. Tbe 
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inhabitants of thiis town are so much distinguished 
for their serious deportment, gravifyi and »Dlnriety 
of mind, that each of the citizens might pass for a 
counsellor, or senator. To old age is paid here, in 
particular, the greatest honour and respect; and in 
no place in the world aire old peopl&^to whose 
opinions, nay, to whose v6ry winfc the youth of 
Potu do every hoiiiage— more highly esteemed and 
venerated . I wbndered, therefore, the more, that So 
Sedate and temperate a people should be addicts 
to gaming, or have the least taste for playis, orahy 
sort of theatrical diversions ; which to ine appeaV^ 
entirely inconsi^trat with their natural gravity. My 
landlord, 'who perceived my astonishment, endea-. 
voured, by all the means in his pow^r, to abate 
it. " We have," said he, •* throughottt ' every 
part of this principality, a custom of dairying 
alternately our serious occupations and recrcfatfVe 
amusements: — 

Oar duty doiie,«re then oar harmless $^ort» porsa^i 
To renovate oar sirengthi to do oar task anew. 

For amongst other excelletit regulations in this 
country, to the inhabitants permission is granted, 
for their enjoying every Sort of amusement, by 
which it is thought the mind is invigorated and 
made more fit for laborious occupations ; without 
BJiprtlDning, that audi like diversions, practised in 
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inod^ratioii, bave always tbe eflbct of dri^ng awojr 
melancholy ; which is not nnfrequently the mother 
of sedition, rebellion, and a number of desperate 
schemes of opposition to legitimate power. For 
this reason, they were accustomed, after their serioiui 
occupations, to recreate themselres with plays and 
other amusements ; but with so much caution and 
circumspection, that they never suffered their gravity 
to degenerate into austerity, nor their gaiety into 
wantonness. How much soever I was delighted 
with all this, I became equally gloomy, on learning 
that disputations formed part of their theatrical 
entertainments. At certain appointed times of the 
year, after wagers being first made, and a stated 
premium set forth for him who should be declared 
the conqueror, the two persons destined to dispute 
or wrangle, advanced and publicly challenged each 
other, like boxers, to a trial of their respective 
merits ; and suffered themselves to be incited, and 
set together by the ears, in nearly the same way as 
game cocks, or other quarrelsome and fighting 
animals, are egged on with us. It is the general 
fashion there, among the rich, to keep disputants or 
wranglers ; whom they train up in a manner simflar 
to that used here on earth, in breaking in dogs of 
the chase. They are instructed in the science of 
sophistry or dialectics, in order to acquire a glibneas 
of tongue and a flippant loquacity, wl 




41 

site at this tinnaally appointed contest A certain 
rich citiz^i of the place, whose name was Hennoki:, 
had, through this means, amassed an immensity of 
wealth ; and had gained, in the space of three' years, 
by tbe victories of the dispatant whom he supported, 
no less a sum than four thousand riekatu. Several 
persons, who, in the like manner, had scraped to* 
gether enormous heaps of money, had, at differoit 
times, offered him vast sums for this di^mtant; but 
hitherto be had not been induced to part with a 
treasure, which yielded him annually such a con- 
siderable income. The wrangler who is now the 
subject of remark, possessed such a coarse, rustical, 
unpolished volubility of tongue, that with the 
greatest facility he could advance a proposition, 
confute it, and. again establish it; could make that 
which was crooked appear perfectly straight ; and 
what was square, to assume the form of a circle. 
He was such a troublesome, brow-beating caviller, 
who laid about him so forcibly with syllogisms, 
dialectical chicaneries, shifts, and sophistry, that the 
bellowing noise of his distinguishing, subsuming, 
and limiting, had the wonderful effect of making all 
Ms opponents as silent as stock-fish* With inward 
aflSiction of soul, I was a few times spectator, and 
one of the auditory of these performances ; which to 
me appeared both unbecoming and even wicked, in 
icpnsequenoe of those sacred and honourable exer^ 
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«ise8» which are so gr^ an embelllBhiBent to our 
umversities, bemg changed into mere theatricals 
and stage tricks ; and when I called to mind, that I 
myself had wrangled three times publicly, and had 
gained thereby mudi applause, and acquired a high 
reputation, I could scarcely refrain from weeping 
with vexation. I was, however, not near so much 
offiended with the matter itself, as with the manner 
in whidbi the performances were conducted ; for on 
9udi occasions, certain inciters, who are called 
KabaJki^ on'|)6rceiving that the vehemence of the 
disputants began to flag, pricl^edthemin the sid^ 
with a kind of awl, to animate and encourage them 
anew. I pass over several other circumstances and 
facts, which I blush but to think of; and which I 
could do no less than condemn in so enlightened a 
people as this in reality is« 

Besides these wranglers, whom they ironically 
call Masbakiy or Brothers of a Kidney, several kinds 
of four*footed animals, both wild and tame, as well 
.as many birds of prey, are kept ; whi€^t*for naoney, 
in like manner, are suffered and incited to fight for 
the diversion of the spectators. I asked my laAd^ 
lord how it was possible, that so judicious and dis^ 
creet a nation could abolish, for the sake of sodi 
gambling combats, those noble exercises ; whereby 
the understanding is sharpened, truth discovered 
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^oA elkked, and every one taught to speak in ooar- 
teouB language, and to converse with ease and 
affabSity ? He answered me, that in barbarous 
tiaie3, Boch exercises as I alluded to were held in 
great esteem; but as experience had long since 
demoDstifited, that they served much more to con- 
ceal truthi moke youth wanton, excite disturbances, 
and prove prejudicial to the attainment of more use- 
fill knowledge, the Academy had thought proper to 
change tbem for plays or comedies ; and the result 
had already shown, that the students had thereby 
fulv^pcedmudi further in erudition, than by quiet 
vaading and tranquil meditation. With this answer, 
althoqgh it appeared clever and sensible enough, 
yet, for all that, I felt in my mind by no means 
^atiafied. 

In tbi9 city there is established for the rest of the 
people a Gymnasium, or Academy, in which the 
liberal arts are taught with more gravity and deco- 
nuD. My landlord conducted me, one solemn fes- 
tival day^'|p Hxe high school's auditory, at the time 
q{ creating a Madiky or professor of philosophy. 
Tba business proceeded without the least cere- 
mony ; except in so far, that the candidate held a 
neat and well-grounded discourse on a certain phy- 
fAcal problem ; whereupon he became inscribed, 
by tbe President of the Academy, as one of their 
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number ; and recdved a licence to teacb publicly; 
After our return home, when my landlord asked me 
how I liked this manner of obtaining promotion, I 
answered him, that it appeared to me, in respect to 
themselves, much too dry and insipid. I related to 
him, that with us the magiatrt and doctors were 
obliged to wrangle previous to their being created to 
those dignities ; at which information he wrinkled 
up his nose in a very strange sort of a way. He 
then inquired of me, not without a degree of con- 
temptuousness, regarding the nature of these dispu- 
tations; in what way they were maintained; and 
wherein they differed from others in an ordinary 
way? I told him, that they in general treated on 
matters of the greatest importance ; particularly on 
such as regarded the manners, language, and dresB, 
of two ancient nations, which had flourished conspi- 
cuously in Europe in days of yore. I assured him, 
that I, myself, in three very learned disputations, had 
said and maintained, all that I conceived t^ould be 
said and maintained, respecting the slippers belong- 
ing to these said two ancient nations. On hearing 
me utter these words, he burst into so immoderate 
a fit of laughter, that it echoed through the whole 
bouse. His wife, when she heard these roars d 
mirth, came hobbling to us with all speed, curious 
to know what circumstance could possibly occasion 
them ; but I wQff so provoked at this bi^viour alto- 
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gefber^ that I did not deign to make faer any reply : 
lof ^0 conld endure to hear so momentous an 
affiur treated with contempt and laughter? Her 
husband explained to her the whole cause of this 
convulsive burst of risibility^ and she laughed at it, 
to my inward mortification, as heartily and equally 
as load as my landlord himself. 

It was not long before these historical facts were 
spread through the whole city; where they furnished 
matter for incessant sarcasms. Among other per- 
80JQ6, there was the wife of a certain great senator, 
by nature of so very sprightly and merry a dispo- 
sitiony that she, on hearing of the circumstances, fell 
jnto 80 violent a laughing fit, that she nearly burst 
her sides; and, in consequence of her dying of a 
fever .some time after, it was everywhere muttered 
and whispered, that the immoderate paroxysm of 
lang^r, through attacking and over-straining her 
Jongs, drove, as the saying is, a nail into her coffin. 
•This rumour was, however, only a mere and loose 
oopjectnre ; for no one knew rightly of what disease 
sbc^ died. For the rest, she was an excellent wife, 
.and a dignified and majestic housekeeper ; for she 
.poBsessed no less than seven branches: an extra- 
. ordinary number for one of her sex ; for which 
reason, every feeling, decent, and well-bred tree 
was greatly concerned for her death. She was in- 
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terred at nighty dn the outside of the walls, of thft 
cityi in the same dress that she wore at the time of 
her decease ; for it is, by an express law, here pro* 
bibited to bury any dead within the city ; as it is 
thought that the air would become thereby charged 
with infectious vapours, exhaled from the inhumated 
bodies. It is likewise forbidden to apparel dead 
corses in costly attire, and to make therewith a 
pompous and magnificent funeral procession ; as 
they become, very soon after, in spite of all such 
useless expenses, food only for worms. With these 
different regulations, I must acknowledge, I waft 
well pleased. It is a custom here to hold funeral 
orations, and to preach funeral sermons ; but these 
consist in mere exhortations, addressed to the audi- 
tory, to lead honest and virtuous lives, and to keep 
mortality constantly in view. There are, on such 
occasions, censors appointed, whose business it is to 
take note of how far the merits of the deceased are 
panegyrized, beyond a strict adherence to the prin- 
ciples of truth. It must here be observed, that a 
severe punishment is inflicted upon him who ex- 
aggerates, or invents any praise, reputation, or 
honour; therefore, nowhere are eulogies and pane- 
gyrics bestowed more sparingly than in Poto. 
Being, myself, a short time after, one of the audi- 
tory of such a funeral oration, I inquired of my 
landlord respecting the rank and station of the de- 
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ceased hero, whose memory was honoured In so 
solemn a madner? He answered me, that it was a 
peasant, who had been 6ent on an errand to the city, 
and had saddenly died on the road. How much 
soever the subterraneous people had ridiculed me 
but a short time before, I now in turn ridiculed 
them again with a loud and violent fit of laughter ; 
and on that occasion I requited their sarcasms^ 
vented against us Europeans, with more than stan- 
dard weight. " A peasant ? " bawled I, " wherefore 
then are not also oxen, bulls, et cetera, the com- 
panions and colleagues of the peasants, in like 
manner panegjnrized from the public rostrum ? As 
they are employed in similar occupations, they are 
capable,-'-«ffe they not ? " said I, " of furnishing like 
matter for a funeral oration?" But my landlord 
diid me, and bade me keep my laughter within the 
boimds of decorum; informing me, at the same 
time, that the husbandmen, or tillers of the ground, 
were there held in the greatest esteem, in conse- 
quence of their useful and important employment ; 
and that no rank, or station in life was, in that 
comitry, considered more noble and honourable than 
tbafc of the peasantry ; for which reason every one in 
that condition, who laboured as an honest and up- 
right father of a family, was greeted by the people 
of tbe towns, with the honourable appellation of 
Nourisher and Protector. Hence arises the custom, 
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in the beginning of harvest-time, or in the palm- 
mcmih, when the peasants come to the city with a 
great number of waggons, laden with provisions, of 
their being received, on the outside of the gates, 
by the municipal authorities, under the sound of 
trumpets and cymbals, and conducted into the town 
with triumphal joy and merriment. I cannot ex- 
press the astonishment I felt on hearing this account ; 
particularly, when I reflected on the fate of our 
peasantry, who are but scoflFed at, while held in a 
galling state of viassalage ; and whose occupations 
are esteemed both mean and despicable, when con- 
trasted with those, which luxury, prodigality, and 
voluptuousness, have introduced upon the stage of 
the world : I mean those of cooks, pastry-cooks, con- 
fectioners, hair-dressers, dancing-masters, and innu- 
nierable others. This 1 related to my landlord 
some time after ; but vrith a strict injunction upon 
him, to observe the most inviolable secrecy ; for fear 
that the subterraneous people should entertain too 
unfavourable an opinion of my brother Europeans 
above ground. He assured me that no tree would 
ever obtain the knowledge of it from his lips. He 
then conducted me up into the auditory, where a 
funeral oration was to be pronounced. I must can- 
didly avow, that I never, on a like occasion, heard 
any discourse so well-grounded, so appropriate, so 
fall of veracity, and so free from every kind of hypo- 
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tnrisy, as that; which appeared to me a perfect 
pattern, whereby all preachers of funeral sermons 
ought to regulate themselves. The orator gave 
first a delineation of the virtues of the deceased ; he 
enumerated all his vices and frailties ; concluding 
his discourse with an admonition to the auditory to 
guard themselves against the latter. 

As we were returning home from hearing this 
oration, we met a criminal, conducted by three 
watchmen or guards. He had lately, pursuant to 
the sentence of the Lord Chief Justice, undergone 
tiie arm-punishment (as the already-mentioned 
phlebotomizing is called), and was then on his way 
to the common hospital of the town. I inquired 
wherein consisted the nature of his crime ; and was 
answered that he had dared publicly to examine, 
and expose to consideration, God's nature, quality, 
and attributes — a thing totally forbidden throughout 
this . country ; where all such like unseasonable 
treatises and dissertations are considered so fool- 
hardy and impertinent, that it is thought they can 
pnly be engendered and fostered in disordered intel- 
lects. It is therefore a practice here, to send such 
subtle disputants, after having first bled them, to the 
madhouse, or . bridewell, until their sound reason 
again returns. I thought to myself — Heaven and 

E 
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earth ! how would matters go in Europe with our 
theologians, who are every other day wrangling 
about the quality and attributes of the Deity ; and 
concerning the nature of ghosts, and other similai^ 
mysterious secrets ? How might it also go with our 
learned in the metaphysics, who, proud of their 
own transcendent proficiency in the speculative ex* 
amination, believe, far above the conception of other 
folks, to approach the omniscience of the God-head? 
Verily I fear, that instead of acquiring a critic's 
celebrity, and attaining to the dignity of a doctor's 
cap, with which such erudites are crowned with V8» 
they, would here only pave themselves a way to tbd 
limatic hospital^ or the house of correction. 

These, arid many other of the like kind of absiiju- 
dities and incongruities, I took notice of, during the 
period that I was at the seminary. At length the 
time arrived, which was appointed by the Prince for 
my being furnished with the testimonials from the 
instructors, and sent to the Court. I made sure 
account of receiving the warmest praise, and the 
most glittering commendation ; grounding this hope^ 
partly upon my own aptness, as I had learned the 
subterraneous language much sooner than I ex** 
pected, — partly upon the friendship of my landlord, 
— and partly upon the proclaimed candour^ and up- 
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rtgbtness of my jadges. At length my testimonials 
were brought to me. On opening them I trembled 
with joy ; eager to read, with my own eyes, the 
honoar to which I had attained, and therefrom con- 
jecture the good fortune that awaited me. But how 
much was I irritated and thrown into a state of 
despondency, when I had finished reading the docu- 
ititeiit ; of which the following is a copy !— 

" Pursuant to the commands of your Serene 
Highness, we herewith forward the present animal ; 
Wl]feh some time ago, was brought hither down to 
US' froifi axK>ther globe; and who calls himself^ 
tbIflB. We have, with diligent attention and solicit 
tnde, instructed the said animal in our Royal 
School; where, after as rigid and precise an ex* 
lanination as was possible to be made of his under* 
standidg and conduct, we found him very tractable 
mA ready at learning ; but of so wry and pitifiil a 
pefietratioo, that he, by reason of his too hasty con** 
ce{M;ibn, cau' hardly be classed atnong rational crea-» 
tares ; much less be intrusted with any important 
eifipl^]!iient. As he is, however, much nimbler- 
footed €tmn most other of the inhabitants of this 
eoudtry, we humbly conceive, that he is exceedingly 
y^M dpjtaWHed to fill the situation of Courier to the 
Co&rt. Oiven under our hands, in the Thom- 
radntb, at the Seminary in Keba, by your Serene 
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Highness' most obedient and most dutiful ser- 
vants, 

Nehek. 

JOKTAN. 

Rapasi. 

KiLAK." 

At this I went weeping to my landlord ; and sup- 
plicated him, with tears in my eyes, to obtain, 
through the means of his influence, a milder attes- 
tation from the Karatti; and I entreated him to 
show to them the testimonials I had received from 
the university of Copenhagen; wherein I was re- 
presented as a very excellent and distinguished 
student. He observed to me, that my testimo- 
nials mighi be good enough in our country above; 
where perhaps the shadow was more looked upon 
than the substance, and the rind more than the 
heart or marrow ; but with them, where things were 
estimated by their quintessence, or very kernels, 
such like documents were considered of no kind of 
worth. For the rest, he advised me to bear my fate 
with patience ; particularly as my character neither 
deserved reproof nor could be altered ; since it is 
reckoned here as one of the greatest of crimes, to 
praise any person for virtues which he never pos- 
sessed. By way of pouring some soothing balsam 
into my wounds, and consoling me in the best 
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manner his ability woald allow, be repeated to me 
the following words ; the whole force of the truth 
whereof, penetrated deep into my heart. 

Strive never after that, which Is believM 

By none bat blind and silly mortals, to 

Afford to him, whom only fools call great. 

An inward gladness; and whose glitter is 

DesirM and envied by stupidity 

Alone. Too oft, alas I is wisdom seen 

To tower high npon the sargy wave - 

Of power; and like a ship, overtaken by 

A storm, is driven from her coarse and wreckM. 

And he, who with high titles and with gold 

Ii heavy laden, gliding, as he thinks 

Secare, through life, is oft obligM beneath 

The ponderous weight to crouch, — then sink« unto 

The groandv And they who strive to heap ap treasure, 

And eager are to gain dlstinguishM rank. 

Like lofty pyramids their piles they build, 

Towering high, near to the very clouds ; 

Bat transitory is this power of wealth. 

And 6eeting is the greatness of their name; 

And they, while in the zenith of their pride, 

Not thinking on what slippery ground they stand. 

Are oft-times, when perhaps they least expect, 

HorPd headlong from their golden glory^s summit. 

He added, that a person, with a moderate share of 
good luck, had not, in a more humble station of 
life, such downfalls to apprehend. He insisted 
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that my tofijtimonials from the Karatii were ex- 
actly what they ongbt to be ; and that the^e hcmest 
and upright jji^dges, pos^esekig such a power of pene-* 
tration, who never suffered themselves to be bribed 
with presents, nor moved by threats, to swerve one 
iota from the path of truth, could not, in this case, be 
suspected of partiality. He told me at last, with- 
out any reserve, that he, himself, had, for a length 
of time, taken particular notice of my very weak 
discerning faculties ; and that^ from my quick con- 
ceptions and fertile memory, be had instantly con- 
cluded, that I was by no means qualified for making 
any great spring towards pushing my fortune ; but, 
on the contrary, in consequence of my miserable 
judgment, I was totally unfit for any oflSce of ina- 
portance. He mentioned also, that he had made 
another discovery, on hearing my recitals respecting 
Europeans, that my native country must be 

A very crazy land, envelop^ in thick fogs, 

Where nought bat fools are bred, as senseless as afe hogs. 

He assured me, however, in the most condescending 
and polite manner, that I might depend upon bis 
friendship ; advising me, at the same time, to pre- 
pare myself, without delay, for setting out. 

I followed this very good and reasonable man's 
advice. So. much the more readily, as necessity 
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demanded it; and it appeared a foOlbardihood to 
oppose the Prince's commands. J therefore seft out 
on my journey in the company of a few small 
trees ; who, at the same time with myself, were 
prepaved at the seminary; and with a similar 
▼iew were sent to the capital. Our guide was an 
old Earatti, or overseer ; who rode upon an ox, as 
be was unable to walk, in consequence of bis ad- 
vanced age. Riding, in this country, is every- 
where very unusual; and it is only decrepid old 
jD^i), and sick persons, who make use of that con- 
vedieace : although there woqld be much more ex- 
case for the inhabitants of this planet being driven 
- aboot in carriages, than for us ; as they move so 
slow and with so much difficulty. 

This brings to mind with what laughter the Sub- 
terraneans attended to the description I once gave 
then), respecting the costly equipages displayed 
among us : of our relays ; our basket-work, and 
gilt gingerbread-looking carriages and boxes ; in 
whidi we are oft packed together like pilchards in 
a cask, and driven about the town. And it calls, in 
particular, to my recollection, the time when I re- 
lated to them, that in Europe, one neighbour could 
Hot visit another, ;?9ithout being enclosed in such a 
box or car ; and in this manner, by two high-spirited 
animals, drawn through almost every street and lane 
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in the city: Ibr no other earthly purpose, than a 
^ wish to display their outside finery. 

t 

In consequence of the very slow pace of these 
ratiqnal trees, we spent three days on the road, in 
travelling to the capital ; although the distance froin 
Keba is not more than twenty-eight miles. Had I 
been alone, I could easily have made the journey 
inaday. 

How much soever I felt delighted, at being,- be- 
yond all comparison, nimbler a-foot than the Sub- 
terraneans, I, on the other hand, in an equal de- 
gree regretted, that my bodily perfection shcHild 
procure me such a despicable employment. " I 
wish," said I to myself, " that I was just as awk- 
ward and as clumsy on my legs as the inhabitants 
of this planet ; in order, through such a defect, to 
escape the slavish and abject ofiBce to which I am 
likely to be appointed." "Don't say so!" ex- 
claimed our guide, who overheard me ; " don't say 
so ; for if nature had not, with that corporeal su- 
periority, in some measure compensated for the im- 
perfections of your mind, we should all have looked 
upon you as an incumbrance upon the face of the 
earth; since, by reason of your untimely quick 
conception, you only see the outside shell of any 
thing, without discovering its kernel ; and as you 
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possess only two branches, you are nach inferior 
to each of the Subterraneans, in ability to perform 
any handicraft, of whatsoever kind it might be." I 
listened to these words with much attention ; and 
then thanked God for giving me my long legs; for 
without them, I should hardly have been reckoned 
among rational beings. 

During our journey to the capital, I remarked, not 
however without astonishment, that not one of the 
inhabitants, as we passed by, remained stationary, 
in order to contemplate us ; nor did any of them 
leave their work to gaze at a sight, which, howbeit, 
was not seen every day, so wholly intent were they 
upon their business. But as soon as the day was 
closed, and every one had performed his office, they 
amused themselves with all kinds of diversions, by 
permission of the magistrates ; who look upon such 
like innocent amusements to be strengthening both 
to the mind and body, and equivalent to eating and 
drinking. For this and other reasons, the journey 
was exceedingly pleasant. The country, every- 
where, afforded delightful and enchanting prospects. 
-Let the reader only picture to himself, an amphi- 
theatre as beautiful as Nature can form it, and he 
will then have some conception of the charming ap- 
pearance of this subterraneous land. In some few 
tracts of country, where nature had been less 
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i)0Dhti{«l9 the defect was compensated by ort, aad 
by the labour of the inhabitants. It is castoHia^ 
for the constituted anthorities to set forth eneoa- 
raging rewards, to be paid to those persons who 
cultivate, improye, and beautify their rural pos- 
sessions; and, on the other hand, those against 
whom it is proved, that they have neglected the 
cultivation of their land, are, by an existing law, 
deprived of their burgher-right. We passed, in 
our way, through several handsome villages, wbidi 
lay so near to one another, that they appeared to 
compose one very large town. Neatness and 
order everywhere prevailed. On the road we were 
often attacked by the wild baboons, which ran and 
frolicked on all sides of us in considerable numbers. 
They seemed particularly attached to springing 
upon, and tugging and pinching me ; which arose, 
no doubt, in consequence of my very uncommon 
shape, and their mistaking me for one of their com- 
rades. I was not able to conceal my wrath and 
indignation on this occasion; especially when I 
perceived that the sport aflForded the trees that 
accompanied me, much matter for laughing at my 
expense ; for I was conducted to the Court, pur- 
suant to the Prince's commands, in the same dress 
I wore when I descended to the planet : holding 
the boat-hook in my right hand, that His Serene 
Highness might see the manner in which the peo- 
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pie on our globe are equipped and clothed) and to 
show the condition I was in, and the ornaments I 
possessed, when I was precipitated into his territory. 
I considered it fortunate that I had taken the boat- 
hook with me; for it came very opportunely, 
wherewith to drive away the audacious baboons, 
which flocked around me in troops : but it did not 
help me much ; for the more I put them to flight, 
the more they returned; so that every minute, 
daring the whole journey, I was obliged to hold 
myself in readiness to give the enemy battle. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



THE prince's court IN POTU. 



At length we arrived at Potn, the capital, wbidb is 
a particularly magnificent and illustrious city. The 
houses in it are higher, and the streets are much 
broader, and more commodious than those in Keba. 
The first square or market-place that we came to, was 
filled with m multitude of traders or dealers ; and 
it was entirely environed by the shops of artists 
and mechanics. I was much surprised to observe 
a criminal, with a rope round his neck, standing 
about the centre of the place, surrounded by a con* 
siderable number of very grave-looking trees, whidi 
appeared to be a circle of senators. When I in- 
quired the signification of what I then beheld, and 
asked of what the culprit was guilty, to deserve 
hanging, which is contrary to usage, since no crime 
in that country is punished with the pain of death ; 
I was answered, that he was a maker of projects, 
who had dared to advise the abolition of a certain 
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ancient custom. Those persons who surrounded him 
were senators, and others learned in the law; 
whose practice it was to examine and discuss the 
apparent merits of any new invention ; which, if 
found to be well excogitated and devised, and 
likely to prove advantageous to the state, the male- 
fector is not only by them acquitted, but even re- 
warded for his ingenuity. Should it, on the con- 
trary, however, be proved injurious to the state, or 
that the projector had only aimed at his own in- 
dividual advantage, in proposing any change or 
alteration, the culprit, in that case, as' a perturber 
and destroyer of the best interests of his country, 
is immediately tucked up without further ceremony. 
This summary way of proceeding has the effect of 
checking all factious and seditious dklurbers of 
the public peace ; so that very few persons dare 
▼entore to make any new proposition ; every one 
b^g particularly cautious how he advises the 
repealing of any law, unless an advantage to the 
state is thereby so evident, that nobody can enter- 
tain a doubt of a successful result. The Subter- 
raneans, everywhere, think very religiously of old 
laws; and the institutions and establishments of 
their ancestors are generally held very sacred; 
iiince they are of opinion, that a state, through per- 
petually altering its laws and regulations, accord- 
ing to the whimsical and fallacious notions of a few 
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individiialft in pdwer , mast nc^esiiarily be weakened; 
Marry come up ! tbongfat I to myself; how wootd 
tnatters go with the pToject*makers on ow globe^ 
who, under the pretence of exe? cising great economy^ 
and introdacing general retrendbment and frtigaHty^ 
tending to the prosperity of the country, are every 
other day meditating on new ordinances, laws, aoid 
regulations, solely for their own benefit? 

We were at length conducted iitto a rery Isu^gi^ 
house, where all who dre sent to the capital, firom 
the general seminaries in the state, are admitted^ 
From this place we were afterwards agnte coim 
dticted, in order to be presented to the Prince. Oat 
guide, or Katatti, wevrt in the mean time to M- 
nounce out arrival ; ahd ordered us to remain h«^ 
Until he should return. Scarcely had he left us^ 
when our ears were stuttned by a most extraor^c 
dinary noi^e, which resembled the acclamatioBiik 
Usually expressed on ?fti Occasion of a victory ; and 
in an iustant after, an alarm of drmns SBd trutt^ 
pets resounded through the whole building. Oil 
hearing this, we Were struck With astonidiment^ 
and ran out into the street, to ascertain the occ»« 
sion of it. We there beheld a tree advancxDg 
with solemn step, having on bis head a garland of 
flowers, and fdlowed by a splendid retinue; and 
quickly after we discovered ttris to be the very 
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id^eiitical citizen, whom we had so rec^tly seen 
gtandlng in the centre of tiie market, with a rope 
i^iund hid neck. 

The regulation, which he, at the risk of his life, 
had proposed for consideration, was approved of 
imd accepted ; he therefore was now conducted in 
triamph through the whole city. But on what 
grounds he advised the repealing of the ancient law, 
I never knew ; nor wad I able by any means after-^ 
wardi, because of the taciturnity of this people, to 
gain any knowledge of why the most trivial matter, 
wbich WjBS debated in the senate, and concerned the 
administration of the affairs of state, should always 
be kept so secret from the commonalty. Things 
are managed, as every body is aware of, far better 
with us ; where all state schemes and projects, as 
wdl as all decrees, ordinances, and statutes, are 
wt&oat delay related, reviewed, and judged of, in 
wery ale-house, debating club, tavern, and coffee- 
bouse, throughout all the cities, towns, and villages 
hi flie empfare. 

After (he lapse of an hour, the Karatti returned, 
and MtAmanded us to follow him, which we immedi- 
ately obeyed. On our way to the Prince, we were 
met by a multitude of small trees, who exposed 
for sale short printed historical accounts of every 
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thing that was remarkable and of any importance. 
Among this bibliotbecal merchandize I cast my eye, 
with an intention of buying, upon a small work 
which had the following title : " A true and par* 
Hcular Account of the new and extraordinary 
Meteor y or Flying Dragon, which last Year made 
its first appearance in our Hemisphere.^^ In this 
book there was a copper-plate print of myself; 
which represented me with the boat-hook in my 
right hand, and dragging the rope after me; ex- 
actly in the manner, in which I was carried, round 
the planet. I had, on this occasion, much to do, to 
refrain from laughing very loud : exclaiming to my- 
self inwardly ; 

O sight of wonder! unheard of venturons fool! 
Thy glory still deservM a better graving-tool ! 

I then bought the book for three kilakj which are 
equivalent to about four skillings of our money, 
suppressed my risibility, and proceeded on - in 
silence to the Prince's palace. This building dis- 
plays much more of art and neatness, than a pro- 
fusion of splendour and glitter. I observed very 
few courtiers or attendants about this residence ; at 
which I wondered, until I was informed that the 
Prince was a lover of frugality, and a professed 
enemy to all superfluity. Neither are there here, 
by far, so many persons in waiting necessary as at 
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our Courts; for every tree possesses, in lieu of 
amis, such a number of branches, that they are able 
to perform all kinds of handiwork, attendance, and 
domestic affairs, in one third, or a quarter of the 
time, that is required for the same labour being 
done with us. 

It was mid-day when we reached the palace. 
Before His Serene. Highness sat down to dinner, he 
desired to speak with me apart from the other can- 
didates ; I was therefore conducted alone into the 
dining-room. I must here remark, that in this 
Prince are found united, courteousness, amiability, 
and seriousness, to a degree worthy of admiration. 
His vivacity, benignity, and softness of disposition, 
are so natural to him, that no vexation, or anguish 
of mind, can obscure, or cast a gloom upon his 
cheerful countenance. As soon as I was in his 
presence I fell on my knees ; at which all the per- 
sons around me appeared greatly to wonder. His 
Serene Highness inquired wherefore I knelt : and 
whien I had stated to him my reason for so doing, 
lie commanded me to rise ; saying, that such like 
adoration was due only to the Deity: and that obe- 
^enoe, labour, and diligence, were sufiScient recom- 
mendations to his good graces. When I was again 
on my feet, he interrogated me a good deal respect- 
ing the manner of my descent; what was the 

F 
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motive of my voyage down ; what my name was^ 
and where I was born and bred. I answered 
him — 

My name is Klim, and from a mighty world 
Above I came, which is my native sphere ; 
I walk'd not, saiFd not, row'd not, but was hurl'd 
Down headlong through a hole — thus came I here. 

He inquired farther, what adventures I had met 
with ,on my voyage down; and was desirous of 
knowing something respecting the manners and 
customs of our globe. I expatiated witb much 
warmth on the intellect and virtues of man ; and on 
the morals, good-breeding, and other accomplish; 
ments, of which mankind in general are accus- 
tomed to pride themselves. But he was ^goite 
indifferent at the recital; and even yawned at 
several circumstances, which I conceived the most 
likely to excite his admiration. Alas ! thought I, 
such and so various are the tastes of men ! that 
which is the most charming and agreeable to us, 
Awakens in this people nothing but disgust and 
nausea. What appeared to grate the most on his 
princely ear, was that which I related to him con- 
cerning our method of pleading causes at the bar ; 
respecting the eloquence of our barristers ; and the 
alacrity of our judges in deciding questions, and 
pronouncing verdicts. I endeavoured to set the 
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matter before him in a more favoarable light ; but 
he inteiTupted nie, and* changed the snbject of the 
discourse, by interrogating me regarding our re- 
ligion and ecclesiastical tenets. I recited to him 
briefly all our articles of belief. Whilst I was 
repeating these before him, the wrinkles in his nose 
disappeared by degrees : he admitted that he could 
willingly subscribe to every one of them ; and only 
wonder^ that people without judgment should 
have such sound and accurate conceptions regarding 
the Deity and his adoration. But being informed 
that the Christians were divided into Innumerable 
seets, and because of this diversity in their belief, 
it wfls not unusual for them to persecute, and even 
to murder one another, he said — " With us there 
18 also a diversity and a dissimilarity of opinlonis, 
regarding the things which appertain to the worship 
of ibe Divinity ; but the peojple, for ttiat reason, do 
not persecute one another : for every persecution on 
aobonnt of thoughts and opimons, or errors, which 
are founded merely upon a difference of conception, 
Ikus its origin entirely in pride; since one person 
fix>li8hly imagines, that he is able to see deeper into 
matters of religion than another — an arrogance 
which cktmot be otherwise than (tensive to the 
Alnnghty, who is a lover of modesty and humility. 
We punish no person here, who, in his credulity, 
strays from the path of general opinion in specu- 
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lative matters, provided he swerve not practically 
from the public worship of the Deity; and in this I 
follow the example of my predecessors ; who con- 
sidered it both cruel and tyrannical, to fetter the 
imaginative faculty of rational beings, and to domi- 
neer over their consciences. I carefully observe,"- 
said he, " the same rule in respect to my government. 
It- is quite indiflFerent to me, whether my subjects 
have various opinions regarding my form and ap- 
pearance, and my way of living, domestic arrange- 
ments, and such like matters: provided they only 
acknowledge me as their lawful sovereign or direc- 
tor, to whose decrees and ordinances; they owe 
obedience. When that is the case, I look upon 
them all as faithful subjects and good citizens. '' 

" Illustrious Prince!" answered I, " that is called 
with us syncreHsmu^s ; and is in particular moist 
powerfully opposed by our men of letters." I 
had neither time nor opportunity of saying another 
word, for he seemed somewhat displeased; and in 
going abruptly away, commanded me to remain till 
the dinner was over. 

At the table . sat the Prince, the Princess, the 
young Prince, their son, and ihe Kadok^ or Lord 
Chancellor. This JTaofoA, through his polite man- 
ners, courteous address, and stiU more acute under- 
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Standing, had acquired in Potu- an extraordinary 
renown. In the course of twenty years, he had 
never in the senate pronounced a verdict, which did 
not meet with the full concurrence and approbation 
of all the other judges. He had never, in public 
matters, made any order which was not inviolable; 
and his word was a lasting rule or law. His 
powers of conception were, however, so slow, that 
he always required fourteen days, at least, for 
mayng a draught of the most trivial order or 
statute. In case this personage had lived on our 
globe, where all tardiness and delay acquire the 
appellation of incapacity, and even laziness, he 
would have been absolutely condemned as entirely 
raiflt for any occupation of importance. But as soon 
as he had conceived an affair, he penetrated imme- 
diately to the bottom of it ; and he never decided 
any matter, until it had undergone the most minute 
add scrupulous investigation. In short, it might be 
fidrly asserted, that he performed more than ten 
other so-called great geniuses, who with too much 
precipitancy discharge the duties of their oiSce ; and 
i^bose labours, for that reason, always require to 
be corrected, altered, and polished, for so long a 
time, that it is at last evident, when their hours of 
attendance are over, that there is nothing indeed 
free jfrom error which they have attempted to per- 
fimn : or rather, they have neither done nor accom- 
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plished any thing, I remember, among other choice 
apopbliiegms at the Court in Potu, one as very 
remarkable, which likens this sort of people, who 
too hastily meddle in, and with too mach temerity 
decide upon, matters, to lazy walkers^; who go to 
and fro the same road, without advancing one step 
farther. 

As soon as their Serene Highnesses were seated 
at the table, there entered a young damsel of eight 
branches ; who brought in, at once, so ntany plates 
and dishes, that the whole table was instantly 
covered. To her followed immediately another 
tree with eight bottles, containing cider, perry, and 
other potulent juices. This tree possessed nine 
branches, and was, in consequence, looked upon 
as the most excellent attendant that could be 
desired. In this manner, two persons-in^waiting 
performed easily that which at our Courts a whole 
host of servants would scarcely have been able to 
effect so well. The dishes were taken away with 
the same alertness and dexterity as they were 
brought with and placed upon the table. The meal 
was frugal, but at the same time neat and clean. 
Of the different dishes that were set before the Prince, 
he tasted only one, which was that that was the 
most to his palate. Just the contrary is the fashion 
among the rich v^ith us ; for th(»y consider a dinner 
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as nothing, unless it be composed of a number of 
coarses, one following the other, and each more 
smnptaoas and dainty than the former. During the 
repast, they entertained themselves with various 
dialogues on virtues, vices, politics, and ethics; 
remarking that the enjoyments of the body were 
seasoned with those of the soul. I became also 
the subject of conversation ; but because of my too 
^ick conception, it was thought that nothing very 
particular could be made of me. 

When the dinner was over, and the table cleared, 
the Prince then ordered me to deliver my testi- 
monials. When His Serene Highness had read 
the document through, he cast his eyes down as if 
to examine the length of my legs : — " The Karatti 
have judged perfectly right !" said he, — and com- 
manded that their advice should be followed. On 
bearing him pronounce these words, I was struck 
as though it were with lightning, and immediately 
burst into a flood of tears. I entreated that my 
book of exercises might be looked through ; hoping 
that when my virtues and the faculties of my mind 
had undergone a more close and rigid exammation, 
that a milder doom would await me. This benign, 
aad extremely just and reasonable Prince, was by 
no means angry at this unmanerly and extraordinary 
request; but commanded the Karatti who was 
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present to examine me anew, with mbre exactness 
and precisiott. While this was going on, the 
Prince withdrew, for the purpose of reading over 
the testimonials of the other candidates. My 
Karatti again interrogated me, and propounded to 
me several new questions and problems ; which I 
answered and solved, to his utter astonishment,, 
with my usual presence of mind and alacrity, " You 
conceive," said he, " a proposition very quickly ; 

but you are not able to penetrate to the foundati<m 

• 

of an3rthing ; and your answers prove, that you have 
more promptly conceived, than correctly and 
thoroughly understood the nature of the problems/* 
When the examination was finished, he entered 
the room to which the Prince had some time be* 
fore withdrawn, and returned shortly after with the 
following sentence : — That as I had acted both in 
a vile and an imprudent manner, in calling the 
once-pronounc6d judgment of the Karatti into 
doubt, I had thereby, pursuant to the law, which 
awards a punishment to all foolhardy backbiters, 
and is expressed in the third lesser of the fourth 
greater degradation, (by greater and lesser degra- 
dations, or Skibal and Kibaly are understood books 
and chapters,) incurred the penalty of being phlebo- 
tomised, according to an ancient practice and 
usage, in both my branches, or arms, and put into 
tlie public prison of the city. The words of the 
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law in tbe third diapter of the fourth book are 
tbeeespiky aniriy flaky slak, makj tabu mihalcU 
sUak. Although the meaning of these words was 
as dear as noon-day — and the sacredness of the 
law admits of no exemption or reserve — His Serene 
Highness, in his peculiar graciousness and clemency, 
bad determined on pardoning me this enormous 
crime ; partly in consequence of my want of judg- 
menty and partly because of my ignorance of the 
laws ; since, without exactly breaking them, he 
considered, that a newly-arrived foreigner might be 
forgiven that ofiFence, rather than any other, for 
which the punishment could not be possibly re- 
mitted. Finally, in order to give me a still greater 
proof of condescension and benevolence, it had 
graciously pleased His Serene Highness to appoint 
me as one of his regular messengers or runners to 
the Court ; with which kind favour and beneficence, 
for that time, I was obliged to content myself. 

After this sentence had been announced to me, a 
KivUf or Secretary, was immediately sent for ; who 
^ered my name, together .with those of the other 
pewly-arrived candidates, in the protocol or register 
of promotions* This secretary was a male tree, 
of a dignified and admirable exterior appearance, 
for he possessed no less than eleven branches ; and 
was able, in consequence, with the same facility, 
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to write eleven letters at once, that any of us would 
find in writing only one. His discerning facalty 
was, however, but very moderate ; for which reiEuaon 
he could not be promoted ; and was growrt old in 
the ofSce that he then held, and which he had al- 
ready filled for the space of thirty years. It was 
with this secretary that I had afterwards the most 
to do, and on whom I had very frequently to wait ;' 
for it was he who transcribed all the ordinances and 
letters, which I, in the capacity of courier, wa« 
obliged to take to different parts of the country; 
I was often struck with astonishment to see willi 
what activity and alertness he performed his work ; 
as he frequently wrote eleven copies at the same 
time, and afiSxed to them at once as many seals. 
It is always considered, in every family, as an 
extremely lucky event, whenever a child is boni 
with many branches ; for that reason, it is a 
customary thing for the lying-in woman, after a 
safe delivery, to send word to her neighbours and 
acquaintances, informing them of the number of 
branches with which the infant is blessed, on bdng 
ushered into the world. It was very generally re- 
ported, that this secretary's father, when bom, 
possessed no less tlian twelve branches ; and that 
the whole &mily was distinguished for its uncom- 
mon number. As soon as I had received my 
appointment, and was initiated and reckoned among 
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{be regcilar messengers to the Court, I retired to 
bed ; but, although my limbs were very weary, i 
in vain tried, during the greatest part of the night, 
to dose my eyes in soft and refreshing sleep. 

The idea of the abject employment to which I 
was doomed, hovered continually before my mind ; 
and it appeared to me extremely unbecoming, and 
even disgraceful, for a ministerii candidatus and 
baecalaureus in the greater world, to be degraded 
to a pitiful messenger in the lesser. I spent th^ 
nost part of the night in these afflicting meditations ; 
asd, in my despair, read and re-read the testi- 
monials I had received from the University of 
Ckqienhagen* I have before remarked, that there 
\b hardly any difference between the days and 
itt^ts, in respect of light ; the reader will there- 
fore easily conceive, that I experienced no difficulty 
in seeing them. Exhausted with a variety of un- 
pleasant thonghtsand weighty troubles, I fell at length 
into a profound sleep ; during which I had several 
dreams. I dreamt at one time that I was at home 
among my friends, and was relating to them my 
adventures in the subterraneous world ; then again 
I .thonght that I was sailing in the air, and engaged 
in a sanguinary conflict with the furious bird of 
prey, or griffin ; which gave iaae so much work to do, 
that the violence of the combat broke entirely my 
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sleep. But how was I terrified on awaking, and 
casting my eyes on a hideous and huge baboon, 
which was lying by my side ! This frightful beast 
had slunk in at the chamber-door, which was not 
carefully shut, and for warmth had crept upon the 
bed. This unexpected phenomenon filled me with 
so much anxiety and terror, that, with aloud shriek, 
which resounded through the house, I screamed 
out for help. Some small trees, who slept in other 
rooms adjoining and contiguous to mine, were 
awakened by my noise, and came immediately to 
my assistance : they helped me to combat this un* 
pleasant intruder, which we forced at length to 
make a precipitate retreat. I learnt afterwards, 
that the Prince laughed heartily on hearing of this 
advienture ; but in order that I might not be again 
exposed to a similar encounter, he commanded that 
I should be immediately clothed after the subter- 
raneous fashion, and decorated with branches. 
The European dress, in which I had descended, 
was taken from me ; and on account of its uncom- 
mon shape, and appearance altogether, was hung 
up in the Cabinet of Arts, with this inscription over 
it:— 

" THE DRESS OF THE BEING OF THE UPPER WORLD." 

Odzookers! thought I, on this occasion, what 
would be the consequence, if Jens Andersen, master- 
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tailor, of Bergen, 4he stitcher of these clothes, were 
to know that his work was preserved, among other 
cariosities and rarities, in the Subterraneous Cabinet 
of Arts ? He would certainly bridle up, and strut, 
and cry gobble, like a turkey-cock, and would cast a 
contemptuous look both at the Burgher Master and 
the Sheriff. 

After the adventure with the baboon, I could not 
dose my eyes again the whole night ; and when 
the son rose, I rose with him, and entered on my 
Dew running occupation. 

I was sent immediately on innumerable errands. 
And first X was ordered to deliver at the large and 
amall towns, which were scattered about in different 
dfa^ctiobs, some ordinances and letters*patent : in 
short X was a perfect perpetuum mobile. In taking 
these journeys, I had the opportunity of studying 
more att^itively the character of this nation ; and 
discovered, in the greatest part of the inhabitants, 
an ajBhbility and elegance of manners, united with 
feo much prudence, as rendered them truly worthy 
of admiration. The citizens of the town called 
Maholki^ who are altogether thorns, appeared alone 
to beiess refined in manners, and advanced in know- 
ledge, than the generality of the Subterraneans. 
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Each province has its peculiar trees, or Ittha* 
bitants, which in particular is observable among 
the peasantry in the country, where all are indige- 
nous ; contrary to what is the cade ib the large 
tovms, and particularly in the metropolis, where 
there is a mixture of all softs of trees. The sur- 
mise which I had formed regarding the dagad^ 
of the Potuites, was the more confirmed, the more 
accurately I acquired a knowledge of thefr good 
qualities. The laws and customs, whereat I Mt 
the most disgust, obtained by degreed, as' I had a 
greater insight into the justice and equity of them^ 
my fullest approbation ; and my ungrounded con- 
tempt was changed into well-grounded adiAiraftibD. 
I could easily enumerate, one by one, th6 regu- 
lations and customs, which I, on so slight ^ vtew^ 
had considered extravagant; but which I, Oti st 
more mature reflection, had looked upon as Well- 
founded and judicious. Of some thousands, I will 
merely cite one single example ; which will painty 
in striking and lively colours, this people's true 
character. A certain learned philologist solicited 
the appointment to the vacant rectorship in one of 
the public schools in the principality. His appli-^ 
cation was supported by a recommendation from 
the butghers of Nahami; who attested that the 
candidate had lived peaceably for the space of four 
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saccessive years, with a dissolute, libidinons, and 
un&ithfal wife ; and, during the whole of that time, 
had borne his horns with unexampled patience* 
The attestation was nearly of the following tenor : — 

** Whereas the reverend and erudite presenter 
hereof, Joktan Huy has requested from us an attes- 
tation, touching his manner of living and conduct in 
general. We, therefore, the undersigned burghers 
and householders, in that section of the city called 
PoBkOj do hereby certify, that tlie said reverend and 
erudite man {foresaid, hath, during the space of four 
saccessive years, lived in a state of peace and qiiiet, 
with a meretricious, dissolute, and faithless wife; 
hath borne his horns with patience ; and exhibited 
80 macb mildness and gentleness of disposition, 
whilst enduring so great an evil, that we consider 
him perfectly worthy of filling the vacant rectorship: 
provided in all respects, that his learning be propor^ 
tionate to his good conduct. — Nahami^ the tenth 
day of the Palm-month, in the year three thousand 
after the great flood." 

To this attestation was annexed a testimonial 
frdm (he Karatti of the Seminary in which he had 
been educated, in proof of his learning and scientific 
erodition ; which document appeared to be of great 
tooment: but what merit is due to a comuted 
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ischoolman, before other instructors, I must avow I 
am entirely ignorant of. The purport of this odd 
kind of attestation was this : among other qualities 
which an instructor must necessarily possess, mild- 
ness of disposition is one of the most important ; 
for, unless he be armed with an iron patienee^'he 
will, in despite of his entire stock of knowledge, b^ 
very unfit for a schoolman's employment, which 
ought to be exercised without too much severity and 
coercion ; in order, by a system of reasoning, in 
lieu of unseasonable abuse and beating, that a new 
method of managing children be adopted, whereby 
their obstinacy may be corrected and their stub- 
bornness mollified. As no surer proofs of a mild- 
ness of disposition could be adduced, than the 
firmness of heart with which he had borne up against 
so considerable a domestic evil and daily plague, 
his neighbours had not been scrupulous in recom- 
mending him on that ground; in order, by such 
means, to set in its true light all that might be 
expected from a schoolman, who, in this respect, 
had so particularly distinguished himself from ail 
others. 

It was said that the Prince nearly died of laugh- 
ing at this extraordinary recommendation ; but that 
he, nevertheless, when he discovered, on refiection, 
that it was less objectionable than he, in the begin- 
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niog, had looked upon it to be, presented the vacant 
rectorship to the petitioner. 

He performed the duties of his office, according 
to every one's acknowledgment, with so much 
propriety and satisfaction, and proved so clearly 
how children were to be managed by mild and soft 
measures, that he was looked upon more as a 
fisither than a severe disciplinarian. The scholars 
showed so much diligence in their studies, under 
the direction of this gentle, pious, and amiable 
teacher, that, from that day to this, very few schools 
are to be found in this principality, whbnce every 
year so many distinguished, learned, and virtuous 
trees are discharged as from this. 

As I had many opportunities, during the four 
years that I was a messenger, of observing,' witli 
some degree of accuracy, the state of the country, 
the ooodition, habits, and manner of life, of the inha« 
bitants, I conceive tiiat it will not be unacceptable 
to tiie reader, to find hereafter something mentioned,' 
whicb^ shall wholly have reference to their police, 
leligion) laws, and sciences ; regarding which, I 
Jiirfe' heretofore merely thrown out some few hints. 
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CHAPTER V* 



Off THX STATB OF THB 0M7NTRT OP POTV^ ANIfc TBI FEOflkl^S 

WAYOFTSnOONO. 



TflR prindpalitjr of Potu is confined within very 
mmam Iiiiiihi,,iind occu|Nies onl; a small place upo» 
this globe. The whole pliinet Nazar GontidQ& not 
more than one thousand to twelve hundred miles in 
eirGiimferenc&. A parson may easily perambnhite 
it without tbe heltK of a guide or interpreter, for tha 
same language is> i^oken throughout every partjii 
although the inhabitants, of Potu differ so widely 
iron those of the otbet states and provmces, in 
knowledge and manaera. LUte the Europeana ob 
omr globe, <be Potnitea have precedence of evejcy 
othar nation ; and after ^ same manner, they are. 
mcn^ renowacid forth^ virtue and understaadiflg, 
than any other people. Upon the high roads are 
placed, at certain distances, stone pillars, which 
show the miles ; and to these pillars are fixed pro« 
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jecting bands, or other nmrks, wbidi point out tl» 
way to eresy market-town and Tillage; for the 
wiiole principality abounds with villages and mag^ 
nifioent towns. Bat what I consider here as very 
lemaikable, nay very wonderfal, id, that all the in- 
habitants upon this planet speak one nniversai 
langaage; although every individual nation differs 
so exoeedmgly from the rest in condition, oastoms, 
manners, knowledge, and endowments of natare. 
In tbis respect^ the subterraneous planet is a lively 
{rictnce of the variety m nature, which cannot ML 
to dntrm and enrapture the travetHng spectator* 

Tbe land is divided by great and small vraters ; 
ia ^rtiidi ships are navigated with the help of oars, 
wMcb are exercised, as one may say, by a magic 
power ; for fb^ ^e not, Bke oar oars,^ plied by 
bands, but by very ihgenioits self-moving 
llie disposition and ingenaity of these 
arindiaMe machines I am not able to explain, as I 
«a Vat faty litte versed in mathematics. Inde- 
pendkiitof that, these trees are so acate and m 
'dttieriaalitiietr inventions, that unless a person 
posaeaa the eyes of an Argus, and an almost divine 
UBdaratatidiiig, he cannot discover tbe prmdple on 
wldeh tbey are contrived. 

Hiefar planet, like our eai-th, has a twoibkl 
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motion, so that the time with them, as it is with 
ns, is divided into day and night, spring and sum- 
mer, autamn and winter ; and those places whidi 
are situated nearest to the Poles, are colder than 
the others. But in respect of the light, for the 
reason already mentioned, there is scarcely any 
diflference betwixt day and night. Nay, it may be 
truly said, that the night is more agreeable than the 
day ; for nothing can be imagined more glittering 
and dazzling than the light of the sun, which is re- 
flected from the solid hemisphere, that resembles 
an excessively large moon covering the whole 
celestial vault. The inhabitants consist of sundry 
sorts of trees ; as oaks, limes, poplars, and palm- 
trees, thorns, and such like ; whence the six months, 
into which the. subterraneous year is divided, de- 
rive their names. Every sixteenth month, the 
planet Nazar returns to the place whence it set out ; 
but not on any fixed day, on account, of the ine- 
quality of its motion ; . for this planet, like our moon, 
through the variety of its motions, jostles agaimt, 
and breaks the heads of all^ those who reside in the 
firmament. Their chronologies are various, and 
are determined by. the most remarkable, events ; 
especially by the appearance of a great comet, 
which, according to their opinions, three thousand 
years before, occasioned a general deluge ; in which 
all the generations of the trees, . together with .the 
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other remaining animals, were drowned ; isome 
few excepted, that were fortunate enough to save 
themselves upon high hills, and the tops of moun- 
tains, from the universal inundation; and from 
these are descended the present inhabitants. 

This land abounds in gra'n, herbs, and all sorts 
of vegetables ; and produces nearly the same fruit 
as we find in our Europe ; but it yields no oats, 
which is a matter of little consequence, for they 
are here not wanted, as on this planet there are no 
hOTses. The seas and lakes yield excellent fish, 
and thcdr margins are studded with the most beautiful 
oonntry seats and villas — sometimes in connected 
rows* and then again scattered at different distances 
in the most diarming variety. The common 
beverage of the inhabitants is prepared from certain 
herbs, whidi grow green, and may be gathered all 
the year round. Those persons who sell this 
beverage, are generally called Mmkalpiy that is, 
herb-brewers. They are limited to a certain num- 
ber in eadi town, and have, exclusively, the privi- 
lege of decocting these herbs. Those who have 
obtained this licence are not allowed to follow any 
other employment, trade, or profession. All per- 
sons holding public situations, and receiving salaries, 
are particularly prohibited from engaging in this 
branch of commerce ; for it is thought, that, on ac- 
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onnt of &eir credit flttd infioenee in ibe tovrn, itibsf 
wmAd Jbare it in their power to monopoUze all tiicr 
cnBtom ; and by mtum of tiie adsrantages whieli 
tbejr eajojr in ihe state, they codd aflbrdio diocese 
of their nenAmdise at « lower price then otfaer 
people. This we too frequently observe to be the 
Qas0 in ovr world ; wb^e men in oSicep and QUmn 
receiving public pay, iijuickly enrich themselves by 
sod) meanft ^nd practices, to the jgreat injury of the 
merchaiit and the fmr trader. 

Thera exists on this planed a very ben^cial law 
regarding the pjnacfeation pf children, which 4esd9 
greatly to prQ0H)te pc^losily. It augments and 
decroases the immunities and advantages which m 
man haa in Ihe state, ^according to the number of 
children whereof he ia the father. In this wise^ he 
who is the parent of six children, is exeiiq>t from 
all ordinary and extraordinary taxes. Therefoiai^ 
the begetting of i^iUren, and having a numerraa 
progeny, is not less beneficial intiie subt^rnneoosf 
world, than it is injurious and Irardensome upon our 
globe, where it Is customary to lay a poll-tax upon 
an infi^nta* 

In the subterraneous world, no person can bold 
two situations at the same time ; for it ia thought 
that a man has Always enough (o do in performiins 
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eofrectly the dotimof one ofike. For that reasoo, 
imbUc batdness is maiitged — under fkvour of the 
fBhaUtantB of our globe be it spoken— naich better 
here than with oiu This law and regdlation is 
Intended to so stricfij, that a i^liTBiGian nevet 
studies the whde seience of medicine at ptaoe; bnt 
confines himself to the acquiring an accurate know* 
ledge of the nature of one single disease; and a 
musician never learns to play on more than one 
bistrmnent. Things are ordered quite othefrwise 
In our world, where these various avocations prove 
hurtfiil toa man's nature ; make lum peevish, cap* 
4lons, and ne^gent in his occupations ; andwhere^ 
flmmgb a desire of being skilled in every thing, he, 
in truth, is skilled in nothing. If a physidan w^:e 
to undertake, at the same time, to cure a disease in 
tiie faoman body as well as in the body politic, he 
would prove himself a bungler in both, and would 
elect oisther; and if a musician were to fiet him* 
miimp for a virtaoeo and a senator, what eodid ome 
cxpeet from him but insipidity and discords ? We 
wn Bpt to admire those who venture to andertake 
■evi^al employments at the same time; who in- 
trade themselves into the most important aflGedrs, 
and are presumptuous enough to think themselves 
ft fer any situation. This, which is caused by their 
temerity and slender knowledge of their own abili- 
ties, we are so feolish as to admire ; for if they knew 
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the importance of the office, and their own incapadty 
to direct it, they would not only decline accepting 
these situations, when offered, but would tremble 
even on hearing them merely named. In the sub- 
terraneous world, no person undertakes an enok 
ployment, which he is not fully competent to per* 
form. I recollect that I once heard the greiit. 
philosopher Bakbasi speak on the subject in these 
words :— 'f Every person ought to know his own 
talents, and rigidly judge of his own fitness and 
defects. If we do not, then stage-players show 
more understanding than we ; for they choose, not 
the best parts, but such parts as they can best 
perform. Shall, then, stage-players surpass us in 
knowledge ?" 

The inhabitants of this principality are not di- 
vided, as with us, into two classes, nobles and 
commoners. In former times that was the case : 
but when the Prince observed that this distinction 
gave rise to a great deal of dissension, he wisely 
abrogated the custom of precedence which was 
claimed as a birth-right ; so that at present every 
tree is honoured . and esteemed solely for his 
virtues, services, and industry. On this head I 
will enlarge at a future opportunity. The only 
precedence which birth can now give, is many 
branches. A child is favoured and respected in 
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proportion as it possesses many or few of these ; 
for the greater the number of branches, the more is 
the tree fit for every kind of labonr. I have before 
hinted something regarding the natural endowments 
and manners of the Subterraneans, to which I shall^ 
in a fbtnre chapter^ again draw the attention of the 
leader. 



CaaAPTER VI. 



ON THE RELIGION OF THE POT17ITE8. 



The system of religion in Pota consists in only 
a few chapters, and their whole profession of faitb is 
not much greater than oar Apostolic creed. It is 
here forbidden, nnder pain of being banished to the 
firmament, to expound the sacred writings ; and if 
any person venture to dispute concerning fiie 
essence and attributes of the Divinity, and about 
the nature of ghosts, the soul, and sudi spiritual 
matters, he is sentenced to be immediately pble* 
botomized, and put into the public hospital, or mad* 
house of the town : *^ For it is perfectly absurd and 
preposterous," say they, " for us to attempt to de- 
scribe and define that, wherein our understanding 
and comprehension are as blind as an owlet in 
the sun-shine." They are all united and agreed in 
the adoration and worship of one Supreme Being, 
whose omnipotence has created, and Mdiose provi- 
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denoe keeps and presetres, all ihingB. Raipecting 
the form of worshippiiig fliis Bdng, every one is 
dlowed to think and act as he will ; bat those who 
cjpeiiy atta<^ flie established religion of the etate, 
are pwiished as jmbKc distorfaers of flie peace. I, 
fer (bat reason^ ^ijoyed a perfect freedom of thought, 
aad no one persecuted me on aceonnt of my re* 

The Potaites pray very seldom; bat when they 
do, it is with sndi fenrent devotion, that one might 
koagCne them in niptnre ; so long are their ])fayer8« 
I told them -fliat with as it was castomary to pray 
apd^alng^vine songs and hymns, while mwaging 
ear domestic concerns, and performing oar daily 
labew % hat this fiiey reprobated. M An earthly 
Pifaoe,'' «aid they, " would take it very much amiss, 
if a peracat who^ came to solicit a &voar of him^ 
w»re,'in Us presence, to commence brushing his 
dothesy aad^ondbfaig and dressing his hair/' They 
to faave in nowise more relish for our di* 
soogs : since they considered it ridiculous for 
to display his penitence, contrition, and 
■Mr Hue ^remonBe, in musical notes ; as the wrath 
of the. 'Deity is not to be ajqieased by a few trills 
snd qmamhij and by the sound of a few trumpets 
and flutes; but by si^s, and tears, and lamenta- 
ikm, Hwse, and «tber fumilar observations, i 
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could not hearken to without displeasure ; and the 
greater was it, in consequence of my father, of 
blessed memory, who was once the parish-clerk 
and chorister, having, with his own hands, set 
several psalms to music, which were still soi^ in 
the church; and also because I bad proposed to 
myself to solicit the first clerkship that became 
vacant. I endeavoured, however, to suppress my 
indignation ; for these Subterraneans maintain their 
opinions with so much acuteness, and give to all 
they say such a power of plausibility, that it is 
difficult to confute even their grossest errors. Tbey 
have still more extraordinary opinions on matters 
of religion ; which they understand just as artfully 
and ingeniously how to defend. When I, for ex- 
ample, remarked to several of them, with whom Z 
was on terms of friendship, that they could not 
expect to be happy in a future state, because ihey 
wandered in the dark ways of ignorance ; they re- 
plied, that he who with too much severity and 
harshness judged the conduct of others, ran great 
risk of being judged himself; for no person could 
condemn another, unless from pride and arrogance ; 
which are vices that God, who is a lover of ba- 
milify, detests and abominates in his creatures; 
besides, to condemn the opinions of other people, 
and to obtrude our own, is to fancy, like mad- 
men, that we have engrossed all the knowledge. 
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ttdd that nobody on earth has a claim to wisdom 
but ourselves. 

I was once desirous of proving a position ; and 
advanced such an opinion, and adduced such argu- 
ments, as I in my conscience felt convinced 
were well*grounded. My opponent commended 
both my arguments and proof, and advised me 
always to believe the evidence of my own con- 
sdence, which was a maxim that he himself would 
never swerve from ; for if every body were to fol- 
low the dictates of his own conscience, all disputes, 
and motives for disputes, would soon cease. 

' Among other errors, into which the inhabitants 
of tbis principality had fallen, were the following: — 
Although they did not deny that God rewarded 
the good and punished the wielded, they were 
nevertheless of opinion, that the justice of rewards 
and punishments was not exercised but in a future 
state. I cited several people who had been punished 
in :tfai8 life for their wickedness and impiety. In 
pioof against this objection, they cited just as many 
imgodly trees, who had been extremely fortunate 
until their death. " Whenever we have to contend 
with any opponent," said they, " we supply our- 
aelves with arms alone from the armory of ordinary 
life, being such as we are able to make use of; and 
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we dbsem oelfy those kmlmcm which fsehre to 
confirm our positions : taking care alwatjFt to ottdf 
such as are injurious to, or militate against us. I 
cifed myself then as a living evUence of hets, liiat 
sevefa} persons, who bad dcme- me mtK^fit wrongs 
had died a miserable deatbw But thai woi en- 
fir^ selHove, they answered ; and was the csasc 
of my looking upon mys^f as better^ and of grealer 
haaportanee, in the eyes of the Deity, tbaB other 
people, who had stored ttie most toiparaUefed 
hijviries, and yet saw ftieir persecotorv Hve to a 
good old age, md wttnessed their bdag wSfmjm 
fortunate. 



On my onoe exhortii^ them to pray daily to 
Gdd, they replied, that tiiey did not deny the 
necessity of prayers ; bat sfill they conceived^ that 
the true worship of the Almighty consisted in obey-* 
Ing his ordinances. The simile whidL they ad« 
vanced in ilkistration and proof of their opiniomny 
was the following: — Suppose a Prince had. two 
kinds of subjects ; and that the one kind, dthci 
through weakness, homan frailty, or from wicked* 
iMBSy transgressed his: commands every day ; ytt 
ftese people were hoorly coming, one or the others 
to the Princelir palace, wi^h solicitations: and depno^ 
cations, and begging pardon for the faults and 
crimes they bad committed^ and which, tiiey were 



99 

of committiiig anew. The other kind 
came very seldom,, or never, on their own accord, 
tD the CSoort ^ but foUowed and execnted faithfully 
aadl exactly the Prinee's* oommands; and hi so 
doing,, paid him all the honour and obedience, wfaidi 
they 8» good subjects were indebted to him* Cian 
any. om now doubt,. wUdi the Prince would look 
upon as men, and deserving of his favour; and 
which, on the other hand,he would consider as bad, 
nselen, and troublesome sulgects, and condemn, 
•8- well on aoooont of their innumerable vices and 
enen, as their continual importunities i 

I fteqoently krvohred mys^ in these and similac 
oontroversiesr but arguments vrere alwaya fruitlesa ; 
fn I fimnd it impossiUe to bring any one over to 
my: way^ of fhmking* I shall therefore skip over 
a grtat namber, and confine myself to quoting 
nmely the princqial and most remarkable dogmas 
of their rdigion } leaving it to the reader's own^ 
jad giJi t to appiove o^ or candema^ them aahe 

The Potuites believe in only one true and om- 
i^oteat God, tbe msker and upholder of aiS things. 
Thiy pvove his omnipotence and miity, by the 
iflMBMsoeity, order,, disposition, and harmony of the 
creoilioii; and as they are profoundly skilled in 
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natnrai philosophy and aotronomy^ they have scich 
clear and exalted concq)tions of the essence and 
attributes of the Divinity, that they consider it as 
absurd for any one to attempt to define, what so 
infinitely exceeds his power of comprehension. 
They have but five festivals in the whole year ; . the 
first of which is celebrated with great devotion, in 
pitch-dark places, into which no ray of li^t:.can 
possibly intrude; in order thereby to signify, that 
the Being which they worship is incomprehensible. 
In these places they remain immoveable and rapt 
in divine adoration, from siin-rise to sun-set. 
This feast is called The Day of the Incomprehefm" 
ble Oodj and happens on the first day of the Oak- 
month. On the other four festivals, which are 
celebrated in the four seasons of the year, they: 
return thanks to God for all the kind ben^oence 
which he has shown them. It is very rare that any 
person stays away from these religious assemblies; 
and he who neglects to attend them, without very 
cogent reasons for his absence, is looked upon as* 
a bad subject, and is held by every body in ^the. 
utmost contempt. Their public prayers are so 
composed, that they have no relation to the sap- 
plicator, but merely to the prosperity of the Prince- 
and of the state. No one prays publicly for him*' 
self. This regulation is intended to signify, that : 
the welfare of every individual is so closely con-rj 
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nected widi the well-being of all, that it is not pos- 
sible for tiie one to exist without the other. No 
person is obliged under any penalty to attend 
pablic worship ; for it is considered that piety con- 
rists principally in charity ; and experience teaches 
m, that yirtae is more liable to be cooled by com- 
pulsory measures^ than warmed ; therefore they 
look npon it to be not only useless, but also 
hnrtfid, to coerce any person by main force to the 
worship of God. A man, said they, who desired 
motual love from his wife, and undertook, by means 
of boxes on the ear and fillips on the nose, to chase 
ftway her coolness, would, instead of lighting up 
the last spark of affection still remaining in her 
bosom* entirdy extinguish it ; and her indifference 
would verge into hatred and dislike. 

■ The Potuites, in former times, sought to appease 
ibe wrath of the Godhead with offerings, splendid 
prooeiBsions, and other ceremonies. This external 
worship of the Deity endured till the renowned 
phHosopher Cimaliy about eight hundred years 
agOy stood forward as the reformer of the religion ; 
and published a book called Sebokic-tacsi^ or, 
the True Semarks of a Religious Tree. This 
Book I read very sedulously to the end ; and con- 
sidered it a work of which I should never be weary. 
It contains theological dogmas and moral maxims, 
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which the' Potoites learn, by heart. The subtev* 
raneous refonofer abolii^s the offerings, and such 
like iCustomS). upon th^ foUowiing gi^om^ds. — Those 
yirtaee^ eays he, are -onljr real virtpes> whereof 
the prfiGtice is troalidesoinei and ^difficult; to the 
c(OTttpt heart To mal^e' offerings^ to si^g psalms^ 
' to, keep every other d^y.^sacredy in. honour of the 
ashe& of the dead, s^u} to walk in. procession with 
thi^ effigies of . saints, . partake . much mor^ of the 
natni^ of devout idleness than of spiritual busi^ 
ne8s:'if such , may be called spiritual basiness, 
which every vicious-minded person can ,; readily, 
exercise, without its costing him the least |^elf-de-t 
nial.r But he who endeavours with all his means 
tp;, relieve the indigent, to govera his tamper, and 
subdue his revengefulness ;'; who combats nianfully: 
against all concupiscence and lust, and strives 
with all his might to curb his darling pas8ioiH3,-^ex- 
hiUts 'alone the true sign of virtue and the fear. oC 
God. A splendid uniform, and glij;tering a^ms,^ 
are marks which distinguish the warrior from, they 
man in trade : but the hero is always known by.hiSr 
bravery and valour; and by his patient «uffciring,: 
unreluctant toils^ and sacrifice of life and limbs, for 
his beloved father-land." With such like examples^ 
Cimali has endeavoured to strengthen his precepts^; 
and as the Potuites observe them very strictly, the. 
converters, or the so-called missionaries, of the 
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Homish Church, who enjoin so much the observanbfe 
of ceremonies, and promise paradise to all who 
worship relics and images, or during forty days 
glut and satiate themselves with the dainties and 
delicacies of the fields, vineyards, seas, oceans', 
and rivers, would lose both their time and labout 
among a people like this. 

These are the theological tenets of the Potuites ; 
which will, no doubt, strike some of my readers, 
BS it' strhck me from the beginning, that this is th& 
clear, pure, and unmystified religion of nature; 
These people, however, affirm and insist that this 
knowledge and doctrine were divinely revealed t6 
them ; and that they, some hundreds of years be- 
fore, had received a book, wherein was written, 
and which still teadies them, all they should be- 
lieve and do. In the earliest times, said they, 
their forefathers believed in, and were contented 
with, the plain and simple religion of nature : but 
%8 experience bad taught them, that the clear light 
of ndnre was not sufficient to illumine the darkness 
of a world of people ; since the moral feelings of 
some were not unfrequently paralyzed by slothful- 
ness, indolence, and supiness ; and the conceptions 
of others, by a keen and subtle philosophy, and 
throngh unbridled reveries and speculations, were 
too often blunted and perverted ; — the Almighty had 
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given them a written revelation ; the necessity 
whereof appeared to them indubitable. 

Although there appeared a great deal in the 
ttieology of the Potuites to which I could not con- 
scientiously subscribe, yet I must candidly and 
frankly acknowledge, that there was much whereto 
I could not refuse my complete assent. What 
seemed to me, for example, not only to deserve 
approbation, but also to be worthy of admiration, 
was the custom which they, in the time of war, ob- 
served on returning home victorious from a battle, 
-^that instead of breaking out, as we do, into loud 
acclamations, and singing Te Deum, they passed 
several days in mournful silence ; as if they re- 
reproached themselves, and were ashamed of a 
victory which had cost so many of their brethren 
and fellow-creatures their lives. For this reason, 
there is very little mentioned about battles, mas- 
sacres, and bloodshed, in the subterraneous his- 
tories and annals; they being chiefly filled with 
civil matters, ordinances, laws, and institutions. 
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CHAPTER VII. 



THE CONSTITUTION OF FOTU. 



In the principality of Potu, the government is 
jbeiieditary in a right line. It has been so for some 
flMKisaiids of years, and it still continues to go on in 
the same way. It is only to be found once in the 
annals, that the Potuites altered this regulation in 
the hereditary succession; for as sound reason 
seemed to demand that the Regent should surpass 
Us subjects in understanding and talents, many 
were of opinion, that more regard ought to be paid 
to the qualities of the mind, than to precedence by 
birth, and that he who eminently possessed the 
fcmner deserved to be elected as Regent. For 
this peason, they abrogated the ancient hereditary 
succession, and appointed, without a dissentient 
voice, the philosopher Rabaku as their Prince. 
He reigned, in the beginning, with so much pru- 
dence and mildness, that he might have served aa 
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a pattern to all regents. This continued, however, 
not long ; and the Potuites perceived too late, how 
unfounded is the proverb, which says, that a state 
is fortunate that has a philosopher at the helm of 
affairs. For as the new Prince was of low extrac- 
tion, bis virtues and art of governing were not 
sufficient to procure him that honour and respect 
which constitute the strength of a state. Those 
persons who had lately been his equals or supe- 
riors, notwithstanding his accession to the throne, 
still looked upon him in the same light; and for that 
reason they refused to obey him as their Prince. 
They murmured at his ordinances, because they 
were, in some measure, troublesome to them ; aud 
they then reflected only on what he had been, and 
not on what he was. He endeavoured, by means 
of prayers and adulation, to procure obedience fropa 
them, but with these be effected nothing. His com-* 
mands continued still to be treated with contempt, 
because his person was not esteemed. Eabioku 
perceived that other means must be resorted to» and 
began to adopt rigorous measures. By reason 
of his flying to the other extremity, the spark 
which had for some time been smouldering in the 
ashes, now broke into an ardent flame. His sub" 
jects openly opposed him, and one ill-suppressed 
insurrection was followed by another. At length b^ 
observed tha.t tlie state could not possibly sub^ist^ 
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unless it were governed by a Regent who was of a 
noble family, and the memory of whose ancestors 
might infuse into the minds of the people sentiments 
6f' respect and submission; he therefore resigned 
the govemmeftt, and transferred the regal power to 
a-Priilce whose birth ehtitled him to possess it. 
Tranquillity returned with the ancient royaJ lamily, 
and the tempest, wluch had so long convulsed 'Qie 
state; Was now appeased. Thereupon it was for- 
bidden, from thenceforth, under pdn of death, to 
make the least change in the hereditary succession. 



• THaB form of direct line will, in all probability, 
liiaiii for ever inviolate in ' Potu ; so that tihless It be 
a case of the utmost necei9sity,« primogeniture will 
not be excluded. The annals, however, make 
Aehtteh of a ' philosoj^er, who attempted to repeal 
this royal law, and devised a medium. His propo^ 
sition was, that the royal family should not be 
excluded; but Ihat he, from among the sons of the 
deoeaseA -Prince, should be elected Regent^ who 
esiiibited &e most fitness, dnd possessed the most 
qnalifications, to support the weight of government. 
Wben he had naade his proposition, he subjected 
Umiielf to the trial which was customary in his 
country, and suffered a rope to be put round his 
neck, while the utility of the proposition was deli- 
berated upon. When the assembly of the senate 
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had ooncluded fheir deliberation, and the votes 
were counted for and against the motion, this plan 
was declared to be ill-advised and highly injnrioiis 
to the interests of the state. It viras thought that sucji 
a lawwould give rise to much dissension, and ezdte 
quarrels among the royal children; and, conse^, 
quently, it was deemed &r better to maintain the 
ancient one, which appointed the first-bom Prince 
to the government, although he might be less fit for 
the weighty aflBsdr than the others. 

Thus was the plan rejected, and the projector 
hanged. These are the only persons, in this prisci- 
pality, who are punished with death ; as it is tbon^ 
every new change, although well considered, not 
only gives rise to broils and disorder in the state, 
but, in case it be absurd, entirely subverts and de* 
stroys its best interests. 

The power of the Princes of Potu is absolute ; 
their government, for that reason, is rather paternal 
than rigorous ; for, as they exercise justice accord- 
ing to principles, and not strictly according to the 
statute law, they know always how to unite domi- 
nion with liberty, — two things which are otherwise 
so easily disjoined. 

One of the most beneficial regulations here is. 
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llliat the Prince endeavoars, as much as possible, io 
preserve an equality among his subjects. Dignity 
is here not attached to any condition ; the inferiors 
are alone obliged to obey their superiors, and youth 
to honour old age. The subterraneous annals show, 
that some hundred of years before, there existed 
oertain degrees of rank, which were constituted 
among them by public law ; but they show, at the 
same time, that those distinctions gave rise to much 
diss^ision. It was painful to the elder brothers to 
be obliged to give way to the younger ; nor could 
parents bear to see themselves thrust back by their 
children : one tree shunned the other, and all inter- 
course and sociableness were at an end. But these 
were not the only inconveniences which ensued. 
By degrees, things were brought to such a pitch, 
fliat the best and most clever trees, which nature had 
endued with the greatest faculties and largest num- 
ber of branches, were obliged, at every banquet or 
assembly, to sit the lowest in order ; for those trees 
which possessed some intrinsic worth, and were 
wattideao&y distinguished by prudence and virtue, 
ooold never condescend to seek any rank or title, in 
order to daim the right of precedence. The mean 
and useless trees employed means to conceal their 
natural defiscts with dignified titles of honour, and 
importuned the Prince incessantly with their suits 
and solicitations. He granted their requests, in 
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order to please and get rid of them ; and at length 
the titles became no other than a sign for the inept 
and useless trees. Foreigners conld not refrain 
from laughing^ when they bi^ld, at banqncfts knd in 
solemn assemblies, that thorn-boshes tdok prece- 
dence, and were seated on the foremost branches, 
while palm-trees, cedars, and respectable oaks, with 
ten or eleven branches,; were placed behind ; for so 
long as this form: .of gov^erhment continued, almost 
ail the thom-busbes bore sdnae characteristic of 
quality. The females among them obtained the 
titles of counsellors of economy, counsellors of 
domestic affairs, and counsellors of the Princess 
privy council ; but greater dissensions, iti conse-^ 
quence, were created in this sex than in theoUier. 
Some trees went so far in frivolous ambition, that 
they who by nature possessed only two or three 
branches, were desirous of having ten or twelve- 
branched titles, and thorn-bushes wished to be 
called palm-trees. This was about as ridiculous as 
a monster's wishing to bave the title of high-bom, 
or a person of mean birth insisting onbeing called 
right noble. When this calamity httd risen to ifasr 
highest pitch, so that the whole country was 
embroiled and in confusion, — as all were hunting 
after mere empty names and titles, which had 
neither honour nor merit, — a burgher of the city of 
Keba ventured to propose a law, by which this 
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cofltom shoald be abolished. He was, in the nsaei 
manner, dragged along to the market-place with a 
rope round his neck ; but after a council had been 
)ield upon . it, and the votes were collected, his 
pr(^K)8ition was unaminously approved of, as highly 
advantageous to the state. He was thereupon 
adorned with a garland of flowers, and conducted in 
^umi^ through the city^ accompanied by an im- 
mcHDBe concourse of people, uttering shouts of joy. 
Aod as it was in the course of time seen of what 
benefit his proposition had been to the state, he 
was appointed to the situation of Kadoki^ or 
jLord Chancellor* 

. . From that time forward, the law, which pro- 
nounces equality to every citizen, was strictly 
obtorved. Although all titles were abolished, the 
desire of emulation did not stop here; but one 
endcsavtared to excel another in virtue and merit. 
tt.may. be seen in the .subterraneous history, tliat 
since that time there has not been more than one 
peiqjectbr, who twice endeavoured, clandestinely, to 
iBtrodnce agfdn into the state the former regulation 
respecting rank : but on his first attempt he was 
sentenced to be phlebotomized; and being after- 
wards accused of still labouring to accomplish his 
wishes,. be was condemned to be banished to the 
firmament. At present, neither rank nor title exists 
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in this principality; the supreme authority, how-* 
ever, grants a precedence to certain professions over 
others ; but no one obtains right, in consequence, of 
claiming the foremost place in public assemblies* 
A distinction is observaUe in the xoyni decrees, 
VFhich usually end with these words : *^ Hereunto 
we enjoin and command all our peasants, mano&c- 
turers, merchants, craftsmen, philosophers, artists, 
oourtiers," &c. I now come to the following regu* 
lation concerning rank, whidi is preserved in tlie 
royal archives :— 

1 . Those who, in the time of need, have assisted 
the state with their property. 

2. Those who serve the state without fee or 
reward. 

3. Peasants and husbandmen, with eight branches 
and upwards. 

4. Peasants, with seven branches and under. 

5. Those who have established fabrics or manu- 
factories. 

6. Those who practise the necessary handicrafts* 

7. Philosophers, and regularly created doctors, of 
both sexes. 

8. Artists. 

9. Merchants. 

10. Courtiers with a salary of five hundred rupa- 
ters. 
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11. ConrtierB with a salary of a thousand rapa« 
•teiB. 

I found this ordinance respecting rank exceedingly 
ridiculous ; and I doubt much whether any one in 
oar world will approve of it. I, nevertheless, pretty 
well smelled what the subterraneans aimed at, and 
the foundation on which they built it ; but I must 
adaM>wledge that it still appears to me very extra- 
ordinary » and which I cannot fully comprehend. 

Among other remarkable things, the following is 
worthy of observation. — The greater the advantages 
are that a person here enjoys in the state, the more 
modestly and humbly he demeans himself. I re- 
member the time when Bospolaky the richest citizen 
in Pota, saluted all who met him in the street very 
eoorteously and condescendingly; he even bent 
down all his branches and bowed his head low in 
pftBsing. every tree of the commonalty. When I 
asked the reason of this, I was answered that it was 
no more than his duty, for as he enjoyed the great- 
9!fA advantage in the state, he was consequently 
indebted the most to it. There is, however, no law 
for this courteousness and condescension ; but as 
the inhabitants always act with deliberation and 
judgment^ they practise thi^ virtue voluntarily, and 
regard the precepts of gratitude as a law. Things 
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are widely different upon our globe,' where fbbse 
who enjoy the greatest honour and the most advan- 
tage in the state, look upon those in a lower station 
of life with the utmost contempt. Those who have 
a numerous progeny are considered here the mcwt 
deserving citizens, and are reverenced by all with- 
out exception. These are the .subtei*ranean heroes, 
the memories of whom are always sacred to poste- 
rity. l*hey alone acquire the appellation of QreaU 
With us, on the contrary, the destroyers of the 
human race are distinguished by, and honoured 
with, this epithet. From what has been said, we 
may easily observe in what estimation the subtei^ 
raneous world would have held Alexander the Great 
and Julius Caesar; both of whom died without 
issue, and were the murderers of millions of humaA 
beings. This calls to my recollection the following 
epitaph, which I saw written upon the tomb-stone 
of a peasant in Keba : — " Here Ues Joktan the Or^aiy 
the Hero of his timej and Fathei' of thirty ChiU 
dren,^' It must, however, be remarked, that to 
deserve the epithet of Great^ more is required thari 
the mere begetting of children ; they must also be 
well brought up. 

In legislating, they proceed here almost in the 
same manner as was formerly the case among the 
Romans, very slowly to work. The new ordinance 
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or law is firat posted up againat the town-hall in 
every town, where it is free for all persons to 
examine and make objections against it, if they 
think fit, and lay them before an assembly of men 
of wisdom and discernment, who are ajqpointed to 
sit in Pota for that purpose. Every thing that is 
soggested for the confirming, altering, abolishing, 
eonecting, restricting, or extending the law, is here 
aocnratdy weighed and considered; and when it 
hasy in this manner, been revised by all those who 
are versed in the law, it is then laid before the 
Prince for his assent and signature, previous to its 
being published. Many, probably, will find tliis 
slow way of proceeding ridicalous ; but the conse* 
qnence of this cautiousness is, that the laws ncvor 
Ipse their: force ; nor is there, as it is said, a single 
law or statute in thrs principality, which has under- 
gone the least alteration for these five hundred 
yeprs. 

• The Prince possesses designations of all the best 
tipeiea. m his dominions, which are accompanied by 
fltteatationsi concerning every one's fitness, from 
fli0 examining Karatti,' and a testimony from tlie 
headborough and neighbours respecting every oneV 
way of thiqking and conduct. The Prince knows, 
Iberefore, always where to find clever trees to fill 
the vacant- situations. There is here a very singular 
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and extraordinary measure adopted, which is, that 
no person shall fix his ahode in any dty or town, 
unless he bring an attestation regarding his honesty 
and morality from the town or country where he 
has last resided, and give security for his good be- 
haviour for the future. 

No person dare, under pain of death, make any 
remarks on a law which has once been published 
In consequence of this, there will be found less 
liberty in political, than in religious matters. The 
reason which they assign for it is this : Whoso- 
ever errs in religion, or the articles of his fiiith, 
does that alone to his own injury; but he who 
throws a doubt upon the public law, and distorts it 
by his comments and elucidations, puts the whole 
state into confusion. 

Respecting the Prince's household, and 'its 
economy, I have already made some remarks. I 
mentioned, that the Kadokiy or Lord Chancellor, 
held the first place among the courtiers. Next to him 
comes the Smiriafiy or First Lord of the Treasury. 
During my time, this office was filled by a sevai* 
branched widow, of the name of Rahagna* Her 
virtuous way of thinking and great talents had 
raised her to that important post. She had been 
invested witli this office for a length of time, even 
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Tor some years before the death of her husband ; 
(or although he had had a pretty good insight into 
jBnancial affairs, he still was governed in every thing 
by his wife, and might more correctly be called her 
steward than her lawfully married lord. Wheii his 
wife was in the straw, or from any other cause lay in- 
disposed, he then issued his letters and orders in his 
own name ; but they were never considered valid, 
unless she at the same time signed them and affixed 
therennto her seal. RoAagna had two brothers, 
the one was butler, and the other butcher, to the 
Conrt; but they, however, durst not think, even 
with the assistance of their distinguished sister, 
of any higher promotion, as they possessed not the 
least miderstanding : in this wise do they here show 
their justice and equity in dispensing favours^ 

Although Rahagna had s6* many and important 
oocnpations, she nevertheless gave suck herself to 
the child of "which she was delivered after her hus- 
band's death. When I expressed my opinion tliat 
Ithbaght this was a labour too incommodious, 
troiiblesome, and improper for a lady of her rank, 
(fae inhabitants replied in tibe following words : — 
^ For what reason d'ye think that nature has given 
women breasts? are they as ornaments to the 
body, or to afford nourishment to the child ? The 
bringing up of the child depends much upon the 
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formation of the nurse's mind, ami the goodness of 
her milk; and those mothers who suffer other 
women to suckle and nurture their children, rend in 
twain the natural tie of affection and of the soul." 
This is the. reason why all honest and well-bred 
women suckle their own infants. 

The Crown Prince was a child of six years of age, 
and betrayed signs of a distinguished capacity and 
shining virtues. He possessed already six branches, 
whidi are considered very uncommon at that age ; 
for no one is bom with more than five, or at the 
most six branches ; the others shoot out as their 
years increase. He had a tutor, who was the 
most sage tree in the whole principality ; and who 
taught him divinity, history, the mathematics, and 
moral philosophy. I have myself had the oppor- 
tunity of seeing the pftlitico-moral system, or com- 
pendium of ethics and politics, which he had 
written for the young Prince's use. The title of 
this compendium is Mahalda libab NelUy which in 
the subterraneous language signifies The Helm, of 
the State. It contains many fundamental and 
beneficial rules, whereof I still remember the 
following : — 

1 . " Neither accusation nor recommendation ought 
to be listened to, nor acted upon, with too much 
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temerity and precipitancy ; but the judgment should 
he deferred until accurate information has been 
td)taJned regarding the matter. 

2. ♦* When a person is accused and convicted of 
a crime, one ought to inquire and ascertain, whether 
the accused has at anytime previous done any good 
actioin ; if so, compare the good with the evil^ and 
give judgment accordingly. 

3. " Those who are the most troublesome to tbe 
Prince, in his Council, with their opposition, ought 
to be looked upon as the most honest subjects, and 
fhe most deserving of confidence ; for no man will 
expose himself to danger for the sake of truth, un- 
less he have the prosperity of his country more at 
heart flian his own welfare. 

4. " The Prince ought not to admit any persons 
into bis Council who do not possess great wealtli^ 
and real estates, in his dominion ; for their pros- 
perity and advantage are inseparable from the true 
nit^'ests of the state ; while, on the contrary, those 
who possess no real property in the empire, scarcely 
ooDsider it their fkther-land : but rather look upon 
it as an inn or hotel, where their stay is but for a 
;dK>rt time. 

12 
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6. ^ For a time, the services of a villain may 
be employed to advantage, provided he be wdU 
qualified for certain occupations ; but it is not ad- 
visable to vouchsafe him any particular favour: 
for when an iniquitous or vicious man is received 
among the Prince's friends, a number of equally 
bad citizens, with his assistance, rise to preferment 
and intrude themselves into the public situations. 

6. " The Prince must have the least confidence 
in that man who the most overruns him, and is the 
oftenest seen at Court : those who frequently, and 
uncalled for, are observed in the anti-chamber, faa?e 
either done something amiss, or have some evil 
design. 

7. " He ought the least of all to promote those 
who are the most zealous and ardent after honour. 
So certain as it is that no person asks alms, unless 
he be hungry or needy, it is equally certain, that 
no one endeavours more vehemently after eirtemal 
honour than he who cannot attain to renown through 
virtue or merit" 

The following is a very beneficial rule ; but I could 
not approve of it, on account of the offensive ex- 
ample with which it was illustrated. It runs nearly 
as follows : — 
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8. ** No citizen can be looked upon as entirely 
ii8el038 and unfit for any thing. No one is so stupid 
that he cannot be employed in some way or other, 
where he would, perhaps, even surpass others, 
¥7ere it only known which was the right employ- 
ment to choose. One person may possess great 
judgment, another ingenuity ; one stability and 
firmness of mind, another strength of body ; one 
may be employed as a judge, another as a writer ; 
one may he capable of making discoveries and form- 
ing plans, another clever at executing them : few 
aie completely useless. That so many are looked 
upon as such, is not the fault of the Creator, but of 
man himself who neglects to examine strictly his 
own powers and capability." 

Tills was now illustrated with the following instance 
of myself : — ** We have, in bur time, seen a wonder- 
fid animal, whidi, by reason of his quick conception, 
[looked upon as entirely useless ; but his nimble 
have proved him of the greatest advantage and 
benefit to us." When I had read thus much, said I 
to myself : The exordium was writtien by an honest 
man, but the peroration by a scoundrel. 

9. " One of the Regent's most important duties 
is, that he select a fit person to be tutor to his 
successor. As the prosperity of the whole state 
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d^petids upon tire iine^trncitioiiB whrcfa fb6 Cr^twn 
Prince receives^ it is essetitial tbsEt he Who has -the 
care of his edncaticHi should be a clever and sikih 
fill man. That which^ a person l^me in bis youth 
becomes aft^wards a second nature. Tb^ intor 
"must particularly be a great patriot, and every nde 
which he s^s before the Prince must tend to itiatii 
into his heart affection for his subjects. 

10. ** The Prince ought to be well acqaaiRted 
with his subjects ' way of thinking, tmd act Okxord- 
ingly ^ and if he Will restrain vice and pr^nat 
crimes, thesie mUstbi^ effected more by ^nonides 
from bintself, than by the rigour of tb^ law^ The 
influence of example is always great in proportkin 
to the dignity of the person who sets it. 

11. *^ He ought not to allow any one to remain 
idle ; for laiiy persons are a burden to the cdmMrf. 
The powfer of the state increases by meanli of care 
and itidustry, but is Weakened tbrough plotd, 
is^dition, and coUspiracies ; the consequences 6( 
noxtoin indolence. It is for better that thfe 
citizens shoikld employ their time about trifles, at 
plays^ and other diversions, than they should re- 
iiiisdn ehtitely unoccupied. 

12. " The Prince ought to maintain peace and 
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harmony among bier: subjects ; but it may be very 
beneficial to keep up a kind of jealousy among 
hig counsellors of state; for by these means, 
the truth, of which he might, perhaps, otherwise 
i«main ignorant, is frequently brought to li^t: a 
judge will oft obtain a more accurate information, 
and idea of the law-suit in which lie is presiding, 
through the controversy and disputes of the advo- 
cates* 

13, " The Prince will do wisely, in all matters of 
jjBiportaiiee, to hearken to the opinion of the whole 
SiBQflte. But the surer way is to examine and eaft 
every one singly, rather than altogether, in the 
CSoimcU when assembled* For in public assemblies, 
where every person can openly express his senti- 
ments, it frequently happens, that the power of 
fdoquence of one man will sway the opinions of 
the others, so that the Prince, instead of hearing 
Ihe senUmeats of many, will in reality only have 
heaid those of one individual* 

14. ^ Panisl»ftents are not lees necessary than 
nawBrds. The first restrain vice, as the latter pro- 
mote irirtne. It is expedient even to reward a 
vicious man, when lie has perlEormed a good action^ 
in order that it may encourage others, so much the 
ttcore, to a strict observance of their duty. 
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15. ^' Sound reason teaches us, that the fitness of 
the person, in particolar^ ought to be looked to, onr 
promoting any one to a public situation. As up-* 
rightness and integrity are the principal recomm^i-' 
dations, one is too often deceived by the appearance 
of these virtues ; for, in order to pave the way to 
office, every one will assume the air of thetir* 
Besides, one never can with certainty judge of a 
man's probity and honesty before he is in office : it 
is the true theatre upon which he generally exhibits 
to the world his real worth and virtue. But the 
fitness or qualifications might easily be proved by 
means of a preliminary examination. The stupid 
or ignorant man is not able so easily to conceal his 
ignorance, as the hypocrite to feign himself honest, 
and the villain to dissemble his widsedness. ¥it^ 
ness and honesty are not discordant qualities : fliey 
may be as well found united in the same person, as 
that honesty and stupidity may be separate. But 
he who possesses both fitness and honesty is a 
perfect man. A stupid man has either a good or 
a bad heart : is he wicked ? we then know what 
heinousness may proceed from stupidity united with 
wickedness ; but if he be honest, the virtues whidi 
he possesses cannot be brought into action, oil 
account of his ignorance ; and in case he dare not, 
or cannot, of himself, commit a crime, his officers or 
servants may do so, because he has need of their 



121 

services. A stapid land-owner readily engages a 
eralty steward ; and an ignorant justice of the peace^ 
a keen and artfal secretary, who .deceives without 
featr, and lays the blame to his master, if any thing 
nriscarries. Fitness is therefore of the greatest 
importance to be looked to in promotions. . 

16. ** It is inconsiderate to set those persons dowd. 
as ambitious, who strive after honourable employ- 
m^its in the state, if they find themselves duly 
qualified to undertake them ; or to declare those 
pmBons proud, who take pains to obtain such occu- 
potioiis* Should the Prince, in conferring his offices, 
be inclined to look too closely to humility, then the 
most haughty will immediately put on the mask of 
bomOity, that they may the more quickly and surely 
obtain their end. The Prince would, in such a case, 
oontraiy to his own intention, only promote the most 
ambitions men, who, with the modest air of virtue, 
had dissembled their feelings, as if they hated 
ostentation, and were lovers of quiet, and who had 
allowed Ibeir friends to spread the rumour, that they 
detested public honour. As a confirmation hereof, 
tbe fcdlowing example was quoted : — An important 
office was vacant ; and a great man, who desired to 
obtain the appointment to it, wrote to the Prince, 
sajdng, that he had heard that his Serene Highness 
had determined on conferring upon him this post. 



122 

after which so many were stridng ; but be most beg 
to be excaged from it, acknowledging that be was 
not qualified to fill it; on the contrary, he most 
humbly entreated that some one else, bettor qua- 
lified than himself, might enjoy this honour — and tbe 
more so, as he himself was contented wiUi his pre* 
sent condition, and strove not after greater honour. 
The Prince had not once thought of such a thing ; 
but this proof of humility aifected him so macb, that 
he conferred the oEBoe upon him who had dedined 
it. But he soon observed that he had been deoef ved 
by a feigned humility; as this new courtier sur* 
passed all others in haughtiness, impudence^ ond 
effirontery. 

IT. <^ To appoint an indigent man or a bankrupt 
as treasurer, is equivalent to appointing an hungry 
wolf to the post of purveyor of the kitchen, or 
steward of the larder. The same remark holds 
good in regard to a rich miser; for the one has 
nothing, and the other can never get enough. 

1& « The Prince ought not to confirm legacies 
andendowments, which have for their object tliesapr 
porting of ktzy and riothful trees, azid nourishing 
their indolenoe. For that reason, iftoone should be 
received into a monastery or otlier institution in tins 
principality, unless tiiey are very industrious, assi- 
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duous, and skilful trees, that can either be of service 
to the state through handiwork, or honour the 
society whereof they are members, with their learn- 
ing and knowledge. Some few monasteries must, 
however, be excepted, in which old and decrepit 
trees are supported ; for they, by reason of their 
advanced age, ought to be exempt from labour. 

19. " When crimes in the state render a refor- 
mation necessary, it will be expedient to go slowly 
to work. To attempt at once, by coercion, to 
J«tii|»ate all old and deep-rooted errors, is the 
witne as {Prescribing to a sick man an emetic, a 
|nrge, and phlebotomy^ at the same time. 

30. *' Those who are audacious enough to promise 
every thing, and undertake, at the same time, many 
occupations, are either fools who are unacquainted 
.with their own abilities and the importance of the 
jfair, or bad and dishonest citi2en8 who alone 
eonskier their own welfare, and not the prosperity 
of tb6 state. The prudent man proves his strength 
before he takes the load upon his shoulders, and 
ibe honest citiBen is incapable of perfomung any 
t3f the iaiportant offices of state wifh jparecipitancy/' 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



ON THE SCHOOLS IN POTU. 



This principality has three academies ; the first 
whereof is in PotUy the second in Keba, and the 
third in Nahami. The sciences which are there 
taught, are History, Economy, Mathematics, and 
Jurisprudence. As their theology is so short, that 
it might be written almost on two pages, and con- 
tains no other doctrine than that we shall love and 
honour God, the Creator and Director of all things, 
who will reward us in a future state for our virtues, 
and punish us for our vices ; it is not an academical 
science, and never can be, since it is rigorously for- 
bidden, by law, to dispute concerning the nature of 
the Deity and his attributes. Neither is medicine 
reckoned among the academical sciences ; for as the 
trees live very temperately and regularly, they 
scarcely know any thing of internal diseases. I 
shall not touch upon metaphysics and the tran- 
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acendental Bciences, as I have lately mentioned that 
those who dispute regarding the Divine being, the 
attributes of the angels, and the nature of the soul, 
are ordered to be phlebotomized, and conveyed to 
the lunatic hospital, or to bridewell. 

The academical exercises are as follow : — During 
the first years, the young students are obliged to 
«olve abstruse and difScult questions. These are 
proposed at certain times, and a reward is set forth 
to him who solves them in the most correct manner. 
By these means, the directors or professors of the 
sdences discover the true proficiency that every one 
makes, and to which profession his bias leans. No 
person studies more than one science, for poly-his- 
tory is looked upon as a proof of a fickle and 
unsteady mind. The studies not being very prolix 
or difidse, they are learned to perfection in a short 
time. The preceptors themselves are obliged, 
every year, to give proof of their erudition : the 
professor of philosophy must solve a problem ii» 
ethics ; the professor of history has to produce an 
Ustorical piece; the professors of economy and 
maliiematics are obliged to improve their Knowledge 
by one or other new discovery ; and those versed in 
the law must produce beautifiil and adapted orations, 
they being the only persons allowed to practise 
rhetoric, as these exercises, properly speaking, can 
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only be of nse to those who plead canses at the bar; 
I related to them that all academical Mais of rhetoric 
were out of feshion with us ; but they c(XtidemDed 
this regalation, saying, that if all mechanics or 
craftsmen were to make only shoes in a masterly 
manner, the greatest part of other work would be 
ilone very ill, and shoemakers alone would gain the 
prizes. I named merely rhetoric ; for I durst not 
mention the disputations, as the inhabitants in flie 
subterraneous world reckoned these among jugglers* 
tricks. Their public teachers do not explain the 
beneficial and salutary truths in so rigorous and 
imperative a manner as the philosophers with us ; 
but they blend beautiful and agreeable narrativefli 
«nd recitals with their rules of teaching, so that they 
;are hearkened to with pleasure. 

The gravity and air with which all academical 
matters and advancements are here conducted, are 
tjuite worthy of admiration. Great care is taken 
that nothing shall appear in them which might excite 
laughter, and also that these ceremonies shall not 
appear farcical ; in order that the sciences, on account 
of such unseemly customs, might not be contemned : 
I durst not, for that reason, speak of the ceremonies 
which are practised in our academies, in the dis- 
tribution and dispensing of degrees and dignities. 
That which I encountered in Keha^ when I described 
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fhe prcHnotioDs of our doctors, was sufficient to 
deter me from ever touching again on the subject. 

Independent of these academies, every town 
possesses a large seminary or gymnasium, wherein 
much pains are taken to ascertain the dispositions 
of the youth, and to know in what branch of know- 
ledge each makes the greatest proficiency, and to 
what professions he or she is the best adapted. 
When I was instructed in the seminaiy of Keba, 
fbe diief priest had four sons, to whom he taught 
the military art. To four others, whose father was 
a senator, he taught handicrafts, and two young 
ladies were instructed in navigation ; for there 
the natural talents of the young tyro are more 
looked upon than either condition or sex. When 
their dispositions have been correctly and accu- 
rately proved, each receives a testimonium from the 
superintendents of the seminary, which is drawn up 
with the greatest impartiality, as I have before 
mentioned. These testimonials are considered here 
as very faithful documents ; although I was of a 
widely different opinion when I was furnished with 
my testimonium from the seminary of Keba, which 
appeared to me highly absurd and unreasonable. 

No person is here permitted to write a book 
before he has completed his thirtieth year, and i^ 
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declared by the superintendents of the sdenoes 
duly fit for such an undertaking. Therefore but 
very few writings, that are not learned and perfect, 
ever come before the public. I took special care 
not to mention to any one, for fear of being laaghed 
at, that I, before I had attained to manhood, had 
written five or six learned treatises. 

This must now suffice in regard to this nation's 
character, religion, politics, and knowledge. I can- 
not, however, omit to add to this a few of their pe- 
culiarities, which struck me as being very worthy of 
remark. 

When one tree challenges another, the one that 
gives the challenge, loses for ever his right to 
bear arms, and is sentenced to live under a 
guardianship, like a diild, because he is unable to 
govern his passion. With us, on the contrary, 
challenges are looked upon as proofs of heroism, 
particularly in our northern country, where tl)is 
evil practice had its origin ; for the Greeks, 
Romans, and other ancient nations, knew nothing 
of challenges. 

In the Potuitish legal procedure I remarked 
something as very singular, which was, that the 
names of the parties going to law remained a per- 
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feet secret to the judges, and that the actions were 
not decided in the place where the disputes arose^ 
but were judged in very remote provinces. The 
grounds for such an uncommon custom were, that 
most of the judges, as experience had shown, took 
bribes, or in some other way committed an over- 
sight of partiality ; but when they neither knew the 
accuser, the accused, the wealth, substance, pro- 
perty and matter, about which, or whom, the law- 
suit was carried on, they were free from every 
temptation or allurement. The evidence and proofe, 
fifom both parties, were forwarded by consent of 
tlie Prince, to a definitive court of judicature, with 
some remarks annexed, as for example : — Whether 
A, who is in possession, ought to give up property 
to B, in conformity with his demand and complaint. 
I should very much wish that this custom were in- 
troduced among us, as we so often experience tlie 
effect that partiality and other temptations have 
upon the minds of the judges. 

Justice is here exercised impartially and with- 
out constraint. The Princes, however, cannot be 
cited before a court of judicature; but as soon 
as they are dead, they are then impeached by 
public accusers, or the nation's advocates. The 
actions of the deceased Prince are now canvassed 
in a numerous assembly of the senate ; where at 
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tength the sentence is pronounced, giving to him 
one of certain titles, according to his merits. They 
are as follow : — Worthy of praise — not entirely 
unworthy of praise — good — not bad — tolerable-^ 
middling. A herald exclaims one of these terms 
publicly among the people, and afterwards it is 
written upon the tomb of the deceased. The 
Potuites assign the following reason for this cus- 
tom : the Prince, whilst alive, cannot be cited 
before a tribunal without uproar and commotion ; 
for, as long as he lives, his subjects owe him an 
unconditional obedience and continual honour, 
whereby the State is best upheld and maintained ; 
but when Hie Prince dies, the bond is broken be- 
tween him and his subjects, therefore the latter 
can now, as a free people, cite him before the 
Court. By this beneficial, although uncommon 
regulation, care is taken for the Prince's safety, 
the supreme power loses nothing of its majesty, 
and at the same time the well-being of the State is 
maintained. Although these terms or epithets can- 
not be ascribed to the dead, nevertheless it en- 
courages and incites the living to practise virtue. 
It may be seen in the Potuitish history, that in the 
course of four hundred years, there had not been 
above two Princes who received the lowest epithet 
€3i middling. The rest have almost all acquired 
that oi worthy of praise ^ or unworthy of praise^ as 
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may be read on their monuments, which all-devomw 
Ittg tfane has not yet dilapidated or desfaroyed. The 
eji>itbet middlings which in the Potnitisfa lahguagci 
is called rip'faC'Siy occasions so much sorrow iit 
the family, that the successor to the deceased, anft 
the whole of his relations, wear mourning for six 
entire months after. The succeeding Princes 
sliow no displeasure towards the judges in conse- 
quence of such reproacfiful sentences, which are 
kk>ked upon as encouragements for doing right, 
arid acting with prudence, justice, and equity ,^ere- 
by the stain, which the illustrious house has drawn 
upon itself, may be blotted out- 

The reason why one of their Princes obtained 
ttie' lowest epithet, was this : notwithstanding the 
Pofuitee^ being well-disciplined and exercised in 
mflitatry affefir^, and, when fiiey are attacked, re^ 
tttrning the blows valiantly and bravely, they still 
rievef make war themselves. For this reason they' 
be6om6 willingly mediators between other blBHl- 
geiteiit nations ; and sundry States on this planet** 
\^e volmrtarily subjected themselves to the 4I0- 
miiiion of this just and peaceable nation. But the 
'Mxkt^ ilikletaj incited by a too faa^ty desire of 
^rtdhding the frohtiera of his empire, attacked the 
neighbouring States, and conquered them entirely 
in a short time. As much as Potu gained by th]« 
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augmentation of piower, she lost again on the 
other side, through changing the friendship of 
her neighbours into fear and jealousy. The dis- 
tinguished respect for justice and equity, to which 
the State had hitherto owed its increase and flourish- 
ing condition, began from that time to suffer. i\s 
soon, then, as the Prince was dead, the Potuites 
showed their displeasure by putting this stain 
upon his memory, in order to win back the aflec- 
tions of the other nations. Wherein the errors of 
the other Prince consisted, I could never get to 
know, . 

• 

Those persons only, who have attained to the 
third age, are (eligible for public teachers. To ex- 
plain this more fully, it must be observed that the 
lives of the trees are divided into three ages. The 
first is for those who are instructed in the adminis- 
tration of state-affairs ; in the second they practise, 
that which they have learned in the first ; and in 
tlie third age they instruct the others, after they 
have resijgned their situations with honour and re- 
nown. For this reason, no one obtains permissicm 
'to teach publicly, unless he is become old in the 
service of the State ; as it is supposed, that no 
person is able to give well-grounded directions 
who has not acquired his knowledge by ex- 
perience. 
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' If a person, who is notorious for immorality^ 
impart any salntary and beneficial advice to the 
State, his name is concealed, in order that the 
noble project may not sufiTer in consequence of the 
unworthiness of him who made it, and the project 
itself is made public under the name of a more 
worthy character. 

In respect to religion, I have already stated that 
it is here forbidden to dispute regarding its funda- 
mental doctrines, and in particular concerning the 
essence and attributes of the Divinity ; but then, on 
the other hand, every one is at liberty to express 
his opinion freely on all other matters, and submit it 
to the consider£^tion of the public. The Potuites 
said that such like disputes might W compared to 
tempests, which overthrow trees and the roofs of 
boases, at the same time that they purify the air, and 
prevent its being corrupted by a too long calmness. 
They have not many festivals, because they give 
rise to much sluggish indolence, and the Potuites 
believe that the true worship of God consists not 
less in beneficial and useful labour, than in prayers 
and invocations. 

Poetry is not cultivated here with mtich eager- 
ness, although some poets are here and there to be 
foand in this principality ; but the subterraneous 
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poetry is distinguished frpn^ f^cm 9idy bf a 
higher style^ They fer that reason, ridic^e^ ft#| 
which I related to them regarding our accepti, 
qilfuitities and the like, m cl^ildrf ii's play* 

Among the Potviite teaehers there are soiste 
who are called professors of good t^te. Tbee^ 
take care that the imaginative faculties of the yonng 
{bl^s shall Qot be occqjried with iQaigni^c^Qt and 
trifling matters; that all the Ipw a|i4 vulgar 
writings^ the reading of which vitiate^ and d^|it|PQy|t 
the taste, shall not come before the p^blie; mi 
that from all books, which may be print^j thoi^^ 
tilings shall be erased, whict^ ^re repug^wttp eonv* 
mon sense. To this end there i^ appointed 9 
censorship over booki^. Quite otherwise ^fq XQf^t- 
ters ordered upon oi^r globp, where Hie best writings 
are oft suppressed by the censprs, nierely b?C99K$ 
they either deviate from the prevailing ppiiiioii, or 
differ from an established style; or becaq^ethey 
wisely, and ^ith caiidour, inveigh agafnst tl^ foolish* 
ness and weakness of mankind : oensprt, by whom 
the spirit of the sciences is q^tiuraUy smo^befed^ 
and who prevent sound and salutary writings ffoip 
finding their way to the public eye. But as 
there is a free trade between th^ Potu^fis und 
the neighbouring nation^, low and vutgQV bo^k^ 
are oil smuggled into the country. For this reason 
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ceitun inqniaitors are appointed, who from time to 
time examine different collections of bool^s. Tbesci 
persons are called SyUt^makatUy that is, Puriiers of 
tibraries. After the manner of a kind of people in 
our world, who annually sweep our cbimneysi so do 
ttiese inq^sitors ^iter and swesep the book-shopS) 
and car^illy and attentively separate the bad 
from the good, throwing the base and common 
books, which may have a tendency to corrupt the 
taste, into the fite. Zounds ! thought I to myself^ 
what would be the destruction among the books oa 
out globe, if such a regulation as this were theie 

introduoed ! 

< • 

. Nothing is more deserving of praise than the 
vigilance which is applied in examining the talents 
of the young people, in order to discover which 
pursuit in life is best suited for each to follow. 
For, as the smallest false note is perceived by a 
musical ear, in like manner the judges, who are 
appointed to examine the dispositions of the young 
folks, can, by means of trifles, discover things of 
importance, and are able also, by the appearance of 
the eye, by the playing and contraction of the eye- 
brows, by their gay or serious countenances, by 
their laughter, by their delivery, by their silence, 
and other such like things, to judge of what is con- 
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sistent witfi, and what is repugnant (o, every one's 
nature. 

' But to return to myself again. I had but little 
pleasure in conversing with these foolish trees, who 
constantly idespised and ridiculed me, in conse- 
quence of the too quick conceptive faculty which 
<faey at one time ascribed to me. I was mudi 
chagrined at the nicknames which they frequently 
gave me. I was called, for example, Skabba, which 
means an untimely and immature person. But 
that, about which I was the most vexed, was, that 
my washerwoman was not scrupulous in applying 
to me the same odious epithet, notwithstanding she 
was herself a vile, indigent, and miserable lime- 
tree^ 
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CHAPTER IX. 



TRAVELS ROUND THE PLANET NAZAK. 



Having now for the space of two years per-* 
formed the laborious service of courier, and peram* 
bnlated the country witti proclamations and letters 
patent, I became at length completely weary of 
this troublesome and unseemly occupation, I pre- 
sented to the Prince one petition after another, 
praying to be discharged from my present situa- 
tion, and appointed to a more honourable post. 
But my solicitations were always unsuccessful; 
a& His Serene Highness was of opinion, that a 
more important employment would be beyond my 
ubilities. He quoted both the law and the custom 
to. me, which were adverse to my petitions, and 
according to which, those persons only who pos- 
sessed the necessary qualifications were allowed to 
be promoted to eminent and difiicult situations. 
" It was expedient," he said, " that I should con- 
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tinue in the service into v^bicb I had once entered, 
until such time as I might be able, by my own 
merit, to pave myself a way to a higher appoint- 
ment." He concluded with the following admo* 
nitory counsel :— 

'* Let ev^ry one his talents justly weigh ! 

' And learn to know yourself P is wisdom^ s precept ; 

And ere you take a load upon your shoulders, 

First prore their strength, and try if they can bear it ! *' 

These repeated refusals caused me at length to 
eome to a temerarious and desperate resoluticHi. I 
endeavoured with all my powers to invent some- 
thing new, whereby I might be enabled to prove 
ttie superiority of my talents, and rub off .the stain 
which was stamped upon my capacity. I spent 
nearly a year in applying myself to the study of the 
laws and customs of the principality, in order, if 
possible, to discover either in the one or the other 
some point which might stand in need of amend- 
ment. The observations that I made in this re* 
Qpect I disclosed to a thorn-bush, who. was mj 
most intimate friend. He was of opinion, that my 
vefiections and considerations were not eotia'dy 
irrational ; but at the same time, however, doubted 
much, whether they would prove of any advantage 
to the State* ** It was the principal duty of a re- 
former," hesaid, " to view particularly and minutely 
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i^ ^oiKcUtion of the country into wbieh he is df« 
firoos of introducing a reformation ; for one and 
Uie sanie measure, according to the difference of the 
state of two countries, might produce quite other 
and entirely opposite effects, like a medicament 
that would cure one man, but, if taken by another, 
ijoight prove fatal to him. He called my attention 
to the risk to which I exposed myself in hazarding 
this gam^y-^-^Hrepres^iting to m^ that my life would 
oertainly be forfeited, if my ptauj^ on examination, 
did not. succeed, and begging me, for that reason, 
tp consider everything very deliberately and atten«- 
t|v?ly l»efore I took any step^. He nevertheless 
^d pot entirely disi^uade m^ from my design, 99 
there was a possibility, he added, of my discovering 
something or other, after mature reflection, which 
might prove both beneficial to myself and to the 
State. 

I Mlowed this advice of my fri^d, and defeired 
flie presentation of my plan until a future period. 
In the mean time I continued to perfimn my ofltce 
witti patience, and traversed both towns and pro- 
ipjnees in my usual way. This perpetual rambling 
from place to place aSwded me an o{^ortunity of ac- 
quiring an accurate knowledge of the whole princi- 
pality and the adjacent countries ; and that I might 
net forget the remarks I had made upon my jbum^s. 
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I wrote them down in thfe best style whereof I was 
master, and presented them all together in this state 
to the Prince, in a volume of a decent and respecta- 
ble thickness. 

• I learned Very quickly that this work was com- 
pletely after the taste of His Serene Highness. He 
perused the book throughout with great attention, and 
after having recommended it to the Council of State, 
with an abundance of commendations, he determined 
on making use of my services to circumambulate, 
and make discoveries upon, the whole planet Nazar. 
I expected, however, a very different reward for the 
sleepless nights I 'had passed, and sighed out in 
silence the words of the poet :^— 

- • 

" Merit, which ev'rywherc should be protected. 
Is oft, alas ! despisM, and oft neglected.^' 

But as I always had a particular desire to see and 
hear every thing that was new and strange in the 
world, and as I fully relied upon receiving a hand- 
gome and extraordinary remuneration from this kind 
and beneficent Prince, on my return, I undertook 
the task with a kind of pleasure^ 

Although the entire planet Nazar is hardly 
twelve hundred miles in circumference, it neverthe- 
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less appears to the inhabitants, in consequence of 
their nncommonly slow gait, to be very large. On 
this Bccount there are many countries, particularlif 
the most remote ones, which are entirely unknown 
to them. No Potuite was able to perambulate the 
States of this planet in the space of two years ; while 
I, on the contrary, with the help of my nimble feet, 
could perform the journey in little more than a 
month. 

TOiat which I in the beginning took the most to 
heart, was the fear of a difference in the language ; 
but I was consoled with the assurance, that the inha- 
bitants of the whole planet, how much soever they 
varied in manners and other respects, had but onie 
language, and that the whole of the branch species 
was everywhere inoffensive, sociable, communica- 
tive, and hospitable, so that without the least danger 
I might travel whithersoever I pleased round about 
the entire globtf. These accounts stimulated my 
propensity now still the more, and I set out on my 
travels in the beginning of Poplar month. 
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Everything which now follows will be found so 
wonderful and marvellous, that a person might 
easily be induced to look upon them as mere phan- 
tasies and poetical inventions ; particularly as the 
physical and moral differences which I noticed on my 
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jonmey were so gredt, that« oh figuritig to ourseWfui 
fbe distinction which Exists among the great yarietj^ 
of people on our globe, which are sitaated so te« 
motely from each other, we are then able only td 
finrn a very faint idea legarding Ihe same. But it ittust 
be talsen into consideration, that most of the natl<»jrs 
upon the planet Ndzar are separated from each 
briber by sounds, seas, and oceans ; on accoant of 
which, the globe appears lil^e a kind of Ar^hipe* 
lago. The inhabitants cross these waters very 
rarely ; and the ferrymen who dwell on their m^- 
gins, are there soldy for the accommodation of tra^i 
yellerv. The natives very seldom set their feet <nif 
of their own abodes, and if they were obligsed donl6« 
times to cross the waler, they generally bastelied 
Immediately back i^ain, as they could not bear to 
live in a foreign conntry , Thus it is, that as many 
nations as we find, so do we also find as many ne^ 
&shions and tastes. 

The principal cause of this great inequality mart 
be sought for in the variety of nature, which is suffi- 
ciently evinced by the many-coloured fields, the 
vsrioiis soils, plants, fruits, and herbs, which we find 
in every country. Is it to be wondered at, ttiat in 
this great variety of soil and fruit there should be 
found such inequality, and so opposite dispositions 
and manners- among the inhabitants ? In oar world, 
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tb6 difference between the maimers, wty of tbinking^ 
oolour, foraiatioii of the mind and body, of the re- 
motely scattered nations, is not so considerable ; 
for the soQ being nearly tiie same in ev^ery part-«- 
exoept in so far that one country may be more far* 
tile than another—and the water, fruits, and herbs, 
being of a very similar nature, audi heterogeneous 
beings could not possibly be here produced, as in the 
subterraneous world, where every country is of an 
entirely peculiar nature. Foreigners are permitted 
to travel and trade in every part, but not to establish 
themselves, or fix their residence anywhere, — Hob 
being contrary to the constitutions of the different 
countries ; therefore all the foreigners that are met 
with, are either travellers or merchants. 

The provinces which immediately border on, and 
are adjacent to, Potu, are almost all of the same 
quality and condition in nature as this principality. 
The inhabitants of them, in ancient times, carried 
on some very Uoody wars against the Potuites ; but 
DOWy on the contrary, they are either in alliance 
with them, or they have submitted to their mild do- 
minion. But as soon as one has crossed the Great 
Sound which divides the whole planet, if I may so 
say, into two parts, completely new fashions, as 
well as entirely different species of animals, which 
are unknown to the Potuites, are imoi^diately 
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observable. The only properties^ which all the inha- 
bitants of the planet possess in common, are reason, 
their tree-like form, and the same language. On 
this account travelling is by no means difficult ; and 
the less so, as the inhabitants, by reason of the great 
multitude of foreign travellers and merchants who 
pass through the provinces, are accustomed to see 
very different kinds of beings, which are even en- 
tirely dissunilar in themselves. 

I think it necessary to remind my readers of all 
this beforehand, in order that they should not be 
offended at the following narrative, and look upon 
it as an ordinary, or extraordinary, tale told by the 
master of a ship. 

It would be too long and too tedious to enumerate, 
in historical order, every thing great and small that 
I met with on my travels ; therefore, to avoid this 
useless prolixity, I will confine myself to describing 
those nations which appeared to me the most pe- 
culiar and uncommon, and in whose manners and 
natural dispositions I discovered so much of the 
extriaordinary and wonderful, that the planet iVajsrar 
appeared to me deserving of a place among the 
wonders of the creation. 

I everywjiere observed, that the whole of the 
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tree-folks differed very" little in politeness, judg- 
ment, and gravity, from the Potuites ; bat in cnstbing* 
manners, faculties of the mind, and conformation >>f 
the body, I found them so various, that every pro* 
vinoe appeared to me to be a new world. 

Id QuamsOy the first province we arrive in 
aftar crossing the Sound, the inhabitants, who are 
all oaks, experience no bodily infirmities or sick- 
ness ; but attain to the greatest age, in perfect and 
continual health. These people seemed to me, in 
the- beginning, to be the happiest of all living 
creatures; but I quickly perceived, in the slight 
intercourse I had with them, that I was in con- 
siderable error. I saw correctly enough, that no 
one among them was dejected or troubled ; but« on 
the other side, neither did I observe any one either 
jovial or glad. In the same manner that the most 
serene firmament and the softest air make no im- 
pression upon us, unless we previously experience 
snow, and rain, and sleet, and tempests, so have 
tl^ese trees no conception of their happiness, be- 
cause it is never interrupted ; and are incapable of 
perceiving that they are healthy, because they are 
never Bjck. They pass away their lives in con- 
tinual health ; but at the same time in constant in- 
difference. Every good, which is enjoyed without 
interruption, wearies in the long run, and to enjoy 
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fohy fte sw^bs and plieaetiires of life, it h necessary 
and essential that we sometimes taste its bitters* 
I can safely say, that among no people did I ever 
find so little civility, politeness, and good-nature, 
so algid, inanimate, and stiff conversation and int^* 
coarse, as among this. It is a nation without any 
rice; but which one can neither love nor hate, 
where lio ofifences are committed^ and where no 
benevolence or complaisance is to be met with ; in 
short, where nothing is found that can displease, 
and nothing that is completely agreeable. As, by 
reason of the continual health which they enjoy, they 
never have tiie opportunity of seeing any deceased 
persons, and as they are never moved to pity or com- 
passion at the sufferings of a fellow-creature, they 
pass away their whole life-time in a perfectly in- 
sensible quiet and repose, and without the least par- 
ticipation in the fate of their brethren ; so that not 
the smallest trace of charity, pity, or beneficence, is 
to be found among them. We, on the contrary, 
who by means of sickness are reminded of our 
mortality, and are continually exhorted to holdour- 
delves in readiness for our last journey, learn, by 
our own sufferings and torments, to have pity 
and compassion upon others. I had, in that 
country, evident demonstration how far sick- 
ness tad the danger of death contribute to reci- 
procal affection, gaiety, and cheerfulness, in ttie 
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interooarne with our fe1Iow«ciMtiiree ; and bow un- 
just we are in knnrnraring at our Creator, because 
we appeeur to be bom to all these isufferings, which 
are of such essential service to us, and are attended 
with the happiest consequences. 

These oaks are nefertheless sahje^ to sicknees, 
like all other trees, as soon as they arrive in any 
strange place. I believe for this reason,— that this 
advantage of health, if it may be called an ad- 
vantage, ought solely to be attrilwted to the air 
and the provisions (tf the <9ountry. 

The province Laktky whidi i0 called by &e sur- 
name Ma/skaita^ or the Happy ^ appeared to record 
with fliis appellation. Every thing there came 
forth spontcmeously^ without the least help of ^xL 
It was neither necessary to plough nor to sow in 
that extremely fertile regiim ; in short, I acquired, 
during my stay here, a thorough knowledge of tiiis 
land of bliss, 

Which milk and boiiey in abundance yields, 
That flow in streams through groves and fertile fields^ 
In streams whose banks are decked with melons rare« 
And beauteous strawberries without compare ; 
Where adamantine rocks, in lieu of vines, 
Yield choice, nectareous, and delicious wines, 

f.2 
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Tbat pour in golden streams — O splendid siglit T 

Pown into reservoirs of crystal bright ; 

Which in the yerdant dales, in rosy bowers, 

Exbanstless stand, bedeck'd with fragrant flowers, 

Where all, protected from the noontide heat, 

May cheer their spirits in a cool retreat. 

No finer fruit than here is found, I trow, 

Was ever seen on Eden's trees to grow ; 

Of taste delicious, and of beauteous hue,—: 

The like, perhaps, was never brought to view. 

In great luxuriance vegetate these trees. 

From which you pluck the fruit whene'er you please ; 

And ev'*ry where is savory pottage seething, 

The fumes whereof will nearly stop your breathing. 

While pullets, ready pickM, descend in lots, 

And plunge into th« JaSper-seething-pots. 

Now from the woods spring young and tender hares, 

Nor do^, nor gun, nor yet the wiry snares, 

• 

Are ever wanted to secure your game — 

So gentle, so domestic, and so tame. 

Are all those timid animals, God wot. 

As though theyM just come from the seething- pot ; 

For ready cookM they come, betray no fears. 

And spring upon your dish, — all volunteers : 

And roasted woodcocks, pheasants, snipes, and larks, 

And finer game than e'er was found in parks. 

Come in abundance, just to suit your wishes. 

All self-produced, on splendid porcelain dishes. 

A sugar-snow, when this is ended, falls, 

And soon assumes a form of little balls; 

It rains then lemon-juice, and in a trice 

The sugar-snow is crystallizi^d to ice. 
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Then pudding tarta, and also fhiits we candy, 
Preseryes of all sorts, likewise cherry-brandy, 
Before you place themselves, — each seems to greet ye. 
And seems to say, in silence, come and eat me. 
Then all the birds, that are not roasted, sing 
Their charming songs, which make the thickets ring 
With solos, dnets, and withyoices three. 
Then in grand chorus, all extempore. 
Of these good things, the tray^ller, when he will, 
Partakes, enjpys, and eats and drinks his filL 

But these extraordinary advantages tend not, in 
the least degree, to make the inhabitants more happy 
than any body else. For, as they have no occasion 
to work for their support, they sleep away their 
lives in sloth and indolence, and are afflicted with a 
multitude of disorders. They have worms and cor- 
ruptions in their bodies, and most of them come to 
a premature death* 

The state of this country gave me an opportunity 
of making divers philosophical reflections ; among 
others, it entered my head to contemplate the con- 
dition of this nation, in which I discovered that the 
servants and day-labourers, in certain ways, are 
mudi more happy than those people who never 
have occasion to concern themselves about their 
daily bread, and for that reason give themselves up 
to inaction, sluggishness, and sensuality. 
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They who are fthrays sifted, ftlwayg mtiflty^ 
In spite of er'ry sett that art can glte,*-* 
Feel nothing ihort of loathing and di^gtuit) 
If in an erer-lafting feast they Hv^. 
The hixurlea of life^ if we enjoy 
Too nnreatrain^dy at length we^re safe to find. 
That they onr er'ry senae too ioon wUI cloy. 
Emaciate the hody, taint tiie mind. 

Hence originate the nutnerotts vile plans, the 
desperate designs, and frequent suicides, which are 
here in vogue. For the prodigdity in which thq^ 
perpetually live^ destroys, in every sense, all flie 
finer enjoyments and transports of life, and begets 
in their stead, in every body, disgust and weariness 
of existence. Thus I found that this country, which 
I imagined to be a paradise, was the silent habita- 
tion of melancholy, much more deserving of pity 
than envy; and considered, therefore, that the 
sooner I quitted it the better. 

Adjoining to this nation lies the kingdom of 
Marddky the inhabitants of which are all cypresses, 
of uniform shape, if we except their eyes, whidi 
are very different. Some have oval eyes, others 
square, some have them very small, and others 
again so large that they cover the whole forehead. 
Some are bom with twoy others with three, and 
others with four eyes. There are even some that 
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have only one eye, wbom one mi^t be indiiied to 
look upon as tbe evident descendants of the le^ 
nowned Pdyphemns,, if it were not placed in the 
nape of the neck* They are for ifaia lei^Km diyided 
into certain stocks or lineages, aoanrding to the 
different number and form of thw eyeS} the n^fflies 
whereof are as follow : 

1. Nagirij or those who have oral eyes,-^to 
whom, therefore, all objects appear of an oval 
form. 

2. Naquiriy whose eyes are square. 

ii. 7li/Stiififii, who have very smdl eyes. 
4. Jaraku^ with two eyes ; the one of which ts 
always a little mare askew than the other. 
£. Mehanki, with three eyes. 

6. Tarasukiy with four eyes. 

7. Harramba^ whose eyes occupy the whole 
fcfehead. And lastly, 

8. SkodoOtif who have only one eye, and that in 
tiie nape of the neck. 

The naost namerons and the moi»t powerful 
race among these tribes, is that of <he Nagirij or 
those who have oval eyes, and to whom, ecmse* 
qnently, all things appear under an oval form. 
Tbe Regents, Senators, and Priests, are always 
elected of this tribe. These only man^Bge the 
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affairs of state, and admit no {>erson of the o&dr 
classes to fill any public employment, unless he 
acknowledge that a certain tablet, which is placed 
in the highest part of the Temple erected in hononr 
of the Sun, appeiars to him also of an ovd shape, 
and attest the same on oafh. 

This tablet is the most i^acred in the Mardakite 
religion. Many upright and virtuous burghers, 
who have a great aversion to perjury, never, for 
that reason, obtain any honourable post, and are 
continually es;posed to all possible ignominy, re- 
proadi, and persecution. It avails nothing, their 
excusing, and endeavouring to justify, themselves, by 
defending the belief they ought to have in their 
own ^yes ; on the contrary, they only thereby in- 
volve themselves in actions at law, and that which 
is a natural defect, is laid to their charge as mis- 
chief and contumacy. The oath to which those 
who are desirous of being preferred to any office 
must subscribe, is of the following tenor : 

^' Kaki Manaaka QuiAompu Miriac Jakku Me* 
simbrii Caphani Crukkia Manaskar Quebriac 
KruBundora,^^ 

TRAMfiLATION. 

" I swear, that the sacred tablet, placed in the 
Temple of the Sun, appears to me of an oval shap^, 
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imd I promise to maintain this opinion until the 
last moment of mj existence." 

As soon as a person has taken this oath, be is re* 
ceived in the tribe of the Nagiri, and is eligible for 
any ik>st of honour that he may choose to sue for. 

' The day after my ariiral, as I was walking 
about the market-place, to divert myself a little, and 
pass away the time, I perceived an old man whom 
they were conducting to a place to be scourged. 
A prodigious multitude of cypresses followed, 
and loaded Inm with reproachful epithets and sar- 
casms. I inquired of what crime he was guilty ; 
and was answered, that he was a heretic, who had 
publicly declared that the Tablet of the Sun ap- 
Jieared to him to be square, and that, notwithstand- 
ing divers admonitions, he still remained obstinate, 
and pertinaciously defended this dangerous and 
mischievous opinion. 

I repaired immediately to the Temple of the 
Sun, in order to ascertain whether my own eyes 
were orthodox or not; and as the sacred tablet 
really appeared to me to be square, I told my land- 
• lord, who had lately been appointed churchwarden 
in the town, candidly, what I thought. He heaved 
a deep sigh on this occasion, and acknowledged, in 
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like manner, tbi^t it appeared to bim also square; 
but that be durst not e&press bis opinion to that effect 
before any person whomsoever, for fear of quarrelling 
with the ruling tribe, and losing his appoiatmei^ 

In silence, but not without a palpt^tion of the 
heart, and a violent trembling in every limb, I 
^tted this place, for fear my back riiould, be com- 
piled to atone for the error of my eyes, and that, 
under the odious epithet of heretic, I should be 
made a laughing-^ock of, and lUsgracefuUy and 
ignominipusly driven from the town. No regula- 
tion or order In the world, as it appeared to me, 
qould be more cruel, barbarous, and unreascmaUe 
than this, whereby dissimulation and peijuiy, of 
which I was an eye-witness, alone paved the way 
to posts of honour. I therefore, on my return 
home to Potu, did not forget, on every occasion, 
to pour fortti my spleen against this barbarous 
State. But as I was once, in my accustomed 
manner, fulminating against this regulation, and 
giving vent to the whole of my spite, in a dialogue 
with a juniper-tree, who was my most intimate 
friend, I received the following hint: ^* W« 
Potuites see clearly enough, that the regulationd 
of the Nagiri are absurd and unreasonable ; but 
you, my dear Klim, ought not, as it seemeth to me, 
to be so mofcb astonished that the inequality of 
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virion ghould be treated therewith so macb rigoitr; 
ibr, if I remember right, yoo yourself related, that 
there are^ in most of the Earopean States, certaiit 
mling stocks or tribes, who, because of a peculiar 
and nataral defect in their visual organs or under^ 
standing, persecute the others with fire and sword ^ 
and yet you ^(tolled these violent measures, as very 
pious regulations, and highly benefidal to the 
State." I quickly remarked the drift of tiiis rub, 
jmd immediately blushed deq)ly! From that 
time, I always judged those who were apt to err, 
with much less severity, and was continually 
clamorous for toleration. 

The principality oi KimcU is considered, in con- 
sequence of its immense riches, the most powerful 
of any State upon this planet ; fpr^ besides the large 
silver-mines, wbidi are very numerous, tha*e is col- 
lected yearly, from the rivers, a great quantify of 
gold dust, and the sea, near the coasts, almost every 
where abounds in pearls. But on a closer and more 
accurate examination of the condition of this countiy^ 
I discovered that happiness was &r from consisting^ 
in ridies ; for the greatest part of the inhabitants 
were either miners, gold-refiners, or pearl-fishers,, 
who, condemned to that unworthy and disgraceful 
thraldom, rummaged both the earth and the sea for 
the sake of sordid lucre. Those who are not en- 
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gaged in this employment, keep watcb ovet thle^ 
treasure that is collected. The whole country is so 
full of robbers, that it is unsafe, and almost impos- 
sible, to travel without well-armed guides. 

There is no day kept here so sacred, but 

The suiiy when he his eye doth from it turn away ^ 

Doth also turn his face firom some base action. 

Yiolence, fraud, and theft, are here in vogue : 

By rapine only doth this nation live. 

And for his kinsman, here no one is safe ; 

Nor can a guest, in soft tranquillity, 

Repose secure beneath his landlord's roof. 

Brothers lurk in ambush for each other's life ; 

And eagerly the son doth count each step # 

His aged father taketh towards the grave. 

No trace of virtue in this land is found ; 

And Astrea, of all the fiEdr celestials, 

Was herself the last to quit, full horror-stricken. 

This blood-soakM, yice-replenish'd earth. 

In consequence, this people, who are looked upon 
by all their neighbours with a jealous eye, are much 
more deserving of compassion than of being envied. 
Because fear, suspicion, envy, and jealousy, rage iir 
every bosom, the one looks continually upon the 
other as his enemy who watches his opulency ; so 
that terror, anguish of mind, sleepless nights, and 
pallid countenances, are the only fraits of that feli- 
city for whi'ch the principality of Kimal is distm- 
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gnished. I travelled, &erefore, with much anxiety 
and di£Bculty, through this country ; for at every 
turnpike-gate, and every stage, at which I arrived, I 
was obliged to furnish the guard, which was there 
in attendance, with my name, the place of my birth, 
the reason of my journey, and such like ; so that I, 
in short, was exposed to all the unpleasantness and 
vexations to which a traveller is subject in a sus- 
picious country. In this principality there is one 
volcano, which perpetually throws forth the subter- 
ranean burning lava in prodigious streams. 

As soon as I had quitted tibis country, the peram- 
bulation whereof I found the most difScnlt and 
troublesome upon the whole journey, I continued 
my course always toward the East. I met every 
where with sociable, communicative, and poUte, but 
at the same time very extraordinary, people ; but at 
none did I marvel so much as at the inhabitants of 
the very small State of Quambcja^ (which was, if I 
may so say, inverted completely in its nature. The 
older, for example, a person was, the more was he 
dissolute, debauched, and licentious ; so that rash- 
ness, incontin^ice, and the vices which otherwise 
we are accustomed to find only in youth, there 
increased with age. For that reason, no one, in 
that State, is intrusted with an office, unless he be 
mider forty years ; for sto soon as he has attained to 
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tlmt age, be is looked tpoti as a wild, unpudent 
«atice-bo^ 

Who, for his condnct, oft is made to skip 
From lashes given with his mama's whip. 

I saw old men, whose beads were grey with age, 
in the streets, playing at hop-scot, and in the squares 
«nd markets amusing themselves with the game of 
firisOner's-base. 

Here one is seen to build, aU in his glory, 
A house of cards, high three or four story ; 
Another watching him, tiien, in a trice, 
Blows down the house that he has built so nice. 
Some here are seen at play with children's balls. 
And others dheap'ning ginger-bread at stalls ; 
Sometimes they play a game, where eggs they roU ; 
And sometimes money pitch into a hole. 
At «y'rjr boyish game they're seen, and eke 
They're oft engag'd in playing bide and seek : 
And matrons too, with dolls, are oft seen tripping 
Across the fields ; next sportively are skipping. 
And hoary<headed husbands pleased you see. 
To shoot with pop-guns made of elder-tree. ;^ 

Their sports they all enjoy in this strange spot,-— 
Some ride on sticks fall gallop, some full trot. 

The boys, as they passed, would oft rq)roach these 
old people, and would not unfre<}iiently ladi them 
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lioiiie to their diildnrai. Iremember once to bsre 
seen a decrepit old man, who was spinning a. top in 
the market-place, and that it was related to me, that 
he, in his yontti, was a particularly grave and sober- 
minded personage^ and filled the highest situation 
in ibe sajffeme Council. 

^ This invBrted order of natnre is obaerrable In both 
IfEBBBB* A yonng person, who nianied a very old 
woman, was, fi»r that reason, efverywhere told he 
would wear homs, oraaments which, on the con- 
trary, with us, an old man only, who takes a young 
girl in marriage, is afraid of havuig placed on his 
fordieaid. I found once even two very emaciated 
old men in the market-place fighting a duel ; and 
when I expressed my great surprise and astonish- 
'ment at this extraordinary vivacity and ardour, 
whidi were manifest ill these men, so advanced in 
age, and inquired the cause of the duet, I was 
aniwered, that a dispute had arisen between them 
Fespeeting a woman of a very loose and libidinous 
character, to whom they both laid claim. It was 
$iBO added, UmA, they certainly would get -a sound 
Hedging from tbdr superiors, in case the dissolute 
pfanks and tricks of these old fellows riiould come 
to thieir knowledge. Hie same afternoon it was 
telated, that an old lady of dlstinc^on had hanged 
kJdMrif hi a state 0f despondency^ f^r the sake «f a 
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young beedi-tree, from whom she had received a- 
denial. 

This inverted order of nature requires natui'aily 
inverted laws. No one is, therefore, by that section 
of the law whidi treats on guardianship, allowed to 
have charge of his own effects or estates, unless he be 
mider forty years of age ; and no contract between 
persons above that age is considered valid, unless it 
be signed and ratified by their guardians or children* 
In the chapter on snbordination the words are: 
^* Old men and old women shall be duttful and 
obedient to their children.''^ Placemen always re- 
ceive their discharge from office a little before tt«ey 
attain the age of forty, as they are then declared 
minors by the CouncU, and are delivered over to the 
superintendence and management of tlieir young 
liinsfolk. I considered it, therefore, not advisable 
to remain too long in that country^ where I, in the 
course of ten years^ accordmg to their laws, should 
be condemned to become a child again. When { 
had finished my journey, I compared this people's 
condition with the way of life and the regulatioiw. 
which we have here above, where numbers, in their, 
manhood, think and write like philosophers, but 
who, in their old age, hunt eagerly after richesy 
empty titles, and other illusive fooleries. This 
comparison reconciled me, in some degree, agaiji. 
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with the QuambojaianSy and taught me not to have 
so contemptible an opinion of them, as I in the 
beginning had entertained. 

In the kingdom of Kokleku^ they have a custom 
which is not less wrong and injurious, and which 
cannot fail to be strongly reprobated by every Euro- 
pean. The inversion in this custom is not the fault 
of nature, but is solely to be attributed to the laws. 
The inhabitants are all Juniper-trees of both sexes ; 
bat the males are only employed in affairs of the 
kitchen, and other insignificant drudgery. In time 
of war, they are regularly taken into the military 
service, but they are seldom more than common 
soldiers ; and only very few rise as high as 
the rank of ensign. This post is the higheist 
that any male tree, in this State, can ever hope to 
arrive at. To the females, on the contrary, are 
confided the most important, as well civil as eccle- 
siastical and military, ofiices. I had, but a short 
time before, blamed the Potuites, because they, in 
the distribution of emplojonents, did not give one 
sex the preference over the other ; but this nation 
iqipeared to me completely unnatural and frantic. 
I was not able by any means to comprehend the 
daggish inaction of the male sex, that it, in spite of 
its superiority in bodily strength, should patiently 
bear ibid despicable yok^; and, during so many 
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centaries, should have suffered things to go on in 
their old cotirse; for it would naturally have been 
an easy matter for them to throw off the yoke, if they 
had either desire or courage so to do ; but the ancient 
enstom had so completely lulled them to sleejp, Ihat 
it never entered the head of any one to venture to 
take the least step in order to wrest tbemselvesftom 
fhese disgi^acefiil trammels : they believed that na- 
ture had so ordained it, that the females JBhould role 
the State, and that the males should weave, eook, 
knit, spin, sweep and clean the rooms,^ and get 
plenty of stripes into the bargain. 

The females founded their claim to dominion, upon 
fbe great bodily strength of the males, upon their 
stronger muscles, and upon the adaption of their 
limbs to the more laborious work. Hence it ier 
evident, they maintain, that nature has destined 
them only to that which is performed by strength of 
body. 

Foreigners were surprised, on entering any 
house, to find the midtress in the study, and snr* 
rounded by papers up to her ears, while the master 
was bustling about in the kitchen, and busy, in 
scouring pots and pans. And to which house 
soever I went, and desired to speak to the master, 
I was certain of being shown into the kitchen, 
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Where one was hacking meat, another washing ; 
One tumM the spit, another dumplings made ; — 
IMEongst dishes, pots, and stew-pans, what a clashing ! 
Each trembling there, the surly dame obey'd. 

I observed divers afflicting and sorrowftil effects 
of this most preposterous custom. In the same 
mamier as one meets with, for example, in other 
places, wanton and lewd females, who bring tteir 
diastity to market, and trade with thehr charms, 
joung fellows and men are here ^et witfaj who 
meke a practice of disposing of their night? ; tod for 
this purpose they hire certain habitations, the 
signs and inscriptions whereof show in what articles 
they deal. But as this trade is generally carried 
W here CQubh too impudently and too publicly, 
these lascivious menfolks are frequently appre- 
hended put into prison, Bud scourged in fhe same 
manner as the common prostitutes are wHh as. 
Women and young gnrls can, on the contrary, with- 
out the teast detriment to their good name and 
reputation, walk the streets, nod and wink at the 
ttienfolks, stare at them bard in the face, diirp with 
the lips, whistle, call pst ! chuck them under the 
chhi, take them round the neck, pull and pinch 
them, paint obscene figures and write immodest 
language in the public arcades, and play up as 
many pranks as they please. They relate, with- 
out any person being disgusted with them, their 
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obscenity and lewdness, and take state upon them- 
selves, as though they had gained so many vic- 
tories ; even as the little gentlemen boast and brag 
among us with their ribaldry of the ladies, whose 
ftmiliarity and confidence (very often only a box on 
the ear) they have enjoyed. No female is here in 
the least blamed, at besieging the young men 
with amatory verses, billets-doux, and pre- 
sents : but a youth, on such an occasion, always 
behaves himself in a cool, indifferent, and very 
modest manner; as it is repugnant to decency 
and decorum, for a man to consent immediately to 
what a young gh-l may desire. 

During the time that I resided in that country, 
fliere was a great tumult and uproar regarding the 
son of a certain senator, who was ravished by a 
young lady. She was spoken of and censured for 
this abominable aflfair in every place one came to, 
and the young man's friends whispered and mut- 
tered it everywhere, that an action at law would 
be entered against the girl, and that by the next 
Consistory she would certainly be condemned, and 
obliged, in order to save his honour and repair his 
injured reputation, to marry him ; particularly pince 
it could be proved, by the clearest evidence, that 
the youth was of irreproachable character, and had 
always led a virtiioaB:li&^ before she seduced him. 
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happy Europe ! exclaimed I on this occasion, 
and O, in particular, thrice happy France^ — and 
thrice happy JBwg-towrf / where the weakre sex are 
in complete accordance with their name, and where 
the women obey so implicitly the commands of 
fiieir husbands, that they appear much more like 
machines or automatons, than beings endued with 
a free will ! 

1 ventured not, as long as I resided among these 
Juniper-trees, to defame or slander publicly this 
inverted custom ; but as soon as I had quitted the 
capita], I mentioned to sevieral persons, that it was 
entirely repugnant to common sense; as it was 
dear, from the general law of nature, and the com- 
mon assent and approbation of all nations, that 
the male sex was destined to be employed in 
difficult and important occupations. But they in- 
sisted that I confounded customs and regulations 
with nature, and that the alleged imbecility in thd 
female sex ought solely to be attributed to their edu- 
cation ; which the State of this country particularly 
showed, since it was found that virtues and mental 
gifts were possessed by the females, which the 
males in other places arrogated entirely to them- 
selves. And it is a matter of fact, that the 
KoklekuiHsh ladies are in general modest, serious, 
discreet, constant, and reserved ; while the men, on 
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the contrary, are fidde, addle-headed, rash, and 
loqaacions, For which rea8<Hi, when any tinng 
yery absurd is related, it is a common proyerb to 
mj-^That is the babbling of the menfolk* ; and 
in case any thing is undertaken with too mudi 
precipitance, and without mature reflection, it is 
remarked^- fFe musl make allowance for the im* 
bedlity of the menfolk^. But I could not .acquiespe 
in these reasons, and was satisfied in reprobating 
the constitution of the State, as inverted and entirely 
repugnant to nature. The mortifications which 
tills female supierciliousness awoke in . me, was 
the cause of the unfortunate proposition that I. 
made: on my return to Potu, and yrhich brou^t 
upon my shoulders a thousand troubles and vexa- 
tions, regarding which I shall hereafter, in a proper 
place, make some mention. 

Among the most magnificent buildings in this 
city was the Queen's Harem, in which there were 
three hundred extraordinarily handsome men and 
youths, who were maintained at the Queep's own 
cost, for her pleasure and diversion. On my learn- 
ing that my shape and figure altogether were highly 
praised by many females, I betook myself in the 
greatest haste to prosecuting my journey, for fear I 
should be impressed into Her Majesty's service ; and 
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Adjoining to thid kingdom is ^ Land(jifPhU\ 
h^ophers^ as the inhabitants, ^wiiovhav^ appU^ 
tbetttselves deeply to the study of f^ii^ophy apd' 
the higher scienoest call it. I burnt with desire to 
see tins realm, which I imagined must certainly bc^ 
tiie trae abode of the Muses, tod the Cent!e of dll' 
knowledge; and expected not td see fields and* 
meadows, but 

One only vast, immeasurable sea, 

Where art with nature is not in dispute. 

But where they hoth emhrace, and dwell in peace. 

With my head full of this imagination, I hastened^ 
with all speed towards this kingdom, arid counted 
every minute on the way. I got, on this occasion, 
both besmeared and ulcerated legs ; for the roads' 
through the country were very stony and *Tall of 
holes, and were so sundered by ditches and 
marshes, that I was obliged sometimes to tramp 
over heaps of stones, aiid then again td trudge 
thP3ugh deep motasses, as nowhere was there a 
bridge to. be found. But I boldly endured and 
snrmounted all these difficulties, when I reflected 
on what awaited me, well knowing that the way to 
the kingdom of Heaven is not strewed with roses. 
When I had been painfiilly toiling, and combating 
my way throng, for about the space of an hour, 
I met a peasant, and asked him bow far I had still 
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to go, before I reached Maskaitiay or the Land of 
Pkilosophera? " You ought rather to ask,'* said 
tie, " how far yoa have to go, before you get out of 
it again ; for you are now just in the midst of it" 
I was vastly astonished at this information, saying, 
••How is it, then, that this country, which is in- 
habited by nobody but philosophers, should be more 
like a haunt for wild beasts, than a cultivated and 
inhabited kingdom ? " " Ay ! " answered he, « it 
will shortly assume a better appearance, when the 
inhabitants only once have a little leisure to attend 

• • • 

to such like bagatelles. For the present, we must 
excuse their suffering the fields and meadows to 
remain untoudied, as they have something very 
sublime and celestial in their heads, and are specu- 
lating on discovering a way up to the sun. No 
man can blow bis porridge and sip it at the same 
time." I understood immediately what this pea- 
sant, who was allowed to be very cunning, meant 
to say; I therefore continued to trudge forward, 
and at length arrived at the capital, which is called 
Casca. At and under the gate-way of the city, by 
which I entered, instead of a guard, I perceived a 
number of hens, geese, birds*-nests, and cobwebs. 
Through the streets, I saw promiscuously walking, 
herds of swine and philosophers, which were only 
to be distinguished from each other by their form ; 
for the latter were equally besmeared and filthy 
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witb tbe former. Ail the philosophers wore a sort 
M cloak or gown ; but of what colour I was not 
able, to discern, as it was impossible to discover it 
through' so much dust and filth as were hanging 
upon them. I stopped before one of these dages, 
who, quite entranced and absorbed in contem*- 
plation^ ran directly against me. " I beg your 
piaWlon, Sir!" said I, *< may I ask the name 
of this city ? " He remained immoveisible for a 
Jenjgth of time in a standing position, with his eyes 
dosed, as. if his immortal part had taken leave of 
his body ; but came at last again to himself, and 
answered with a look towards heaven—" It is not 
fjEor from mid-day." This unseasonable answer, 
which betrayed a perfect insensibility and inat- 
tention, proved to me, that it was much more ad- 
visable to study with moderation, than to become 
deiranged.from too great a store of learning. I 
pmetrated farther into the dty, in order to see 
whether I could not find any other people or rational 
animals, than philosophers. In the market-place, 
which was very large, I observed several columns 
and pillars standing, on which were many inscrip- 
tions. I approached .one of these columns, to try 
whether I could read and understand what I saw 
there written ; but while I was standing and spell- 
ing the words, I felt my back get suddenly warm, 
and perceived, at the same time, that, it was com- 



pletely wet . Itiirned me round, tp aaeeftaift from 
what 80urpe flowed thid warm £^eain, and p^rceivUi 
a philosopher^ who, without the least ceremony, was 
performing that against my b$ck, which dogs are 
accustcHned tp do against mile-stoi^es and road^ 
posts. Being absorbed in tbouglbit,' be took m^ for 
a pillar, against which he was in the habit of per* 
forming that office. Iwasso.muichexilspelreltedatfliis 
infamous ^trick, particularly as Hi^ Hi^dearn^nen 
laoghed immoderately at my stvprise and^condition, 
that I gave him a violent box on the ear; But on 
receiving this, he rushed Upon me lik^a fiiiSaiis 
madmati,' seized me by the haii*, and in despite of 
all my cryiUg and bawling; h^ dragged me round 
the market-place. On perceiving- that his .'^erath 
was not likely to be appeased, I put myself in 
a posture of defence, and gave like for like, or a 
Roland for his Oliver ; so that our receipts and dis- 
bursements kept pretty well on a par, until we at 
length, after a desperate conflict, both fell down 
exhausted upon the field of battle. 

At the sight of this, an immense multitude of phi- 
losophers came running to us. They fell upon me 
like madmen, cudgelled and beat every limb of me 
with their sticks and denched fists, and dragged me, 
half dead, by the hair, round about the market. 
Not satisfied, but tired and weary with beating 
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me, they at last oondacted me to a large bqolding ; 
and as I there, with both my feet ^gatlnst tbe dopr* 
way, pushed, and kicked, and- struggled with ^I my 
might apd main, against being taken ioi they 
slipped ^ rope round my neck, and dragged me, 
lil^e a sqvieaking pig^ into a large hall, where they 
laid me on my back in the middle of the floor. 
Everything was lying here topsy-turyy in a pro- 
nvuBCUOus wayi so that the place had the semblance 
of the inside of a hqnse just before quarter-day, 
wken people, are busy removing, and all sorts of 
iit^Q3iIs>.ti|b8, and other household furniture, are 
thrownin disorder one upon another. I began now 
to supplicate these sages to set bounds to their 
wrath, and show their compassion ; representing to 
theni, how unbecoming it was for the lovers of 
wisdom to be furious, like wild beasts, and com- 
pletely give way to those passions, against which 
they themselves so often fulminated from their 
polpita. But my prayers and representations 
were entirely fruitless. The philosopher, who had 
made water against my back, began the conflict 
aoew, beat me as though be were striking upon an 
anvil, and continued to cuff me, poor v^retch! so 
long, that it seemed as if he would not be appeased 
mitil he had taken away my life. I was now con- 
vinced that no wrath or anger could be compared 
vfitibi philosophical vdiemence, and that the teadiera 
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of virtue are far from being identified with the 
practisers of it ; for, 

The more he cuffed, the more Xept toiling, 
The more his blood and spleen kept boilings 

At length four other philosophers, whose gowns 
showed they belonged to ano)|her sect, entered the 
hall. They seemed to have jpity and compassion 
on me, and by means of hand and voice, put a stop 
to the fury of the others. After that, they took some 
of the persons who were iU-using me aside, whis- 
pered something in their ears, and conducted me 
iaway to another house. I was heartily glad at having 
escaped from the clutches of these banditti, and got 
again among decent and honest people ; to whom I 
related, with much amplification, the circumstances 
that had given rise to all this confusion. They 
laughed heartily on this occasion, which they called 
a droll and diverting adventure, and told me that 
the philosophers, whenever they walked across 
the market-place, were in the habit, in certain 
cases of emergency, of stopping at these pillars ; 
and that my antagonist, in all probability, being 
completely [absorbed in his philosophical con- 
templations, had taken me for one of them. 
They mentioned to me, at the same time, that he 
was a particularly renowned astronomer ; and that 
the others, who had attacked and beat me so un- 
mercifully, were all professors of moral philosophy. 
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- As I now thought myself In perfect safety, I 
listened with much pleasure to all they related to 
me. Meanwhile, I cannot however, deny that 
the attention with which they surveyed my form, 
raised some scruples in my mind; as also the many 
interrogations and inquiries which they made con- 
cerning my birth-place, way of life, the reason of 
my journey, and such-like, seemed not to prognos- 
ticate much good to me. ) 

But when they locked me up in a kind of ana- 
tomical theatre, where I saw a vast heap of bones 
and dead bodies, which filled the place with an 
intolerable stink, I was near giving up the ghost 
from fear and anxiety. I should have thought that 
I had descended into a lurking-hole for thieves, if 
a number of surgical instruments, which I perceived 
hanging against the walls, had not, in some measure, 
allayed my dreadful apprehensions ; as I concluded 
from this circumstance, that mine host must cer- 
tainly be a doctor. When I had been pining in 
this prison for the space of about half an hour, the 
lady of the house entered, and brought me some 
dinner, which she had prepared with her own hands. 
She appeared to me particularly polite and cour- 
teous, but looked very anxiously at me, and sighed 
continually. I inquired the cause of her afiliction ; 
and she answered me, that she sighed but to think 
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of the fate which awaited me. •* You are, undoubt- 
edly," said she, " among decent and honest people; 
for my husband, who inhabits this house, is phy- 
sician to the Corporation and doctor of medicine, 
and the others whom you saw were his colleagues ; 
but your extraordinary form has so much excited 
their wonder and admiration, that they have resolved 
cm taking your internal conformation into minute 
consideration, and dissecting you, in order to see 
whether they can discover any thing new in your 
inside, which may afford some elucidation to aha- 
tomy." This information was like a thuiidier-claj) 
to me; I gave a loud shriek, and exdainied, 
" How can you call those decent and honest peoplej 
Madam, who are not in any wise scrupulous about 
anatomizing their neighbours ?"— 

" Tour finger place upon your lips, and know 
The soil on which you stan4*' — 

said she. " Tlie people into whose hands you have 
fallen, are very honest, and have, merely for the 
sake of enlightening their understanding and im- 
proving their knowledge, resolved on this opera- 
tion/' I replied, that I had a thousand times 
rather be let loose among banditti, than be anato- 
mized by the most honest and decent people in the 
universe ; threw myself at her feet, and empplicated 
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^, wtiile a flood of te&rs ran down my cheeks, to 
intercede and obtain mercy for me. "My inter- 
eesdion;" replied she, "will avail you but very 
Uttle, $gainst the decision of the whole faculty, who 
are not in the habit of revoking their decrees ^ but 
I will endeavour to save your life by: other 
m^ans." When she had uttered these words, she 
took me by the hand, led me out at a back door, 
mi accompanied me^ whilst I trembled all the 
time like an aspen-leaf, as far as the gate of the 
city. 

Being now desirous of taking leave of her, and 
endeavouring, wrhidi was no more than right, to 
testify to her my gratitude in the most lively -ex* 
pressions, she suddenly interrupted me, by saying 
that it was not her intention to leave me, until she 
saw me in perfect safety. As I did not oppose her 
in this, she continued to attend me. 

While we thus proceeded slowly on together, she 
related a good deal to me concerning the state of 
the country, to which I listened with much eager- 
ness. /But at length she turned the discourse to 
another $ubject, which appeared to me not strictly 
yirtoouB,. a^ it hinted, that she, as a requital for her 
comjdai^ance towards me^, required me to show her 
a cpoipJiaNuice iQreti]um» /which was morally Un- 
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possible for me to do. She represented to me, 
with much sensibility and warmth, the unhappy 
f^ of the married women in this country, as their 
philosophical schoolmasters of husbands, who are 
entirely buried in their books, almost completely 
neglect the duties of matrimony. "Yes! I can 
afSrm it to you," added she, " that we should be 
completely undone, if the very courteous and oblig- 
ing travelling foreigners did not now and then take 
compassion on our unhappy condition, and in some 
degree alleviate our universal suflferings, assuage 
our afflictions, and allay the ardour of our passions." 
I made as if I did not understand the drift of what 
she said, and mended my pace a little; but my- 
indifference only poured oil into the fire which was 
tiien flaming in the poor lady's bosom ; so that 

The lately love-sick, courteous, gentle, mild, 
Sweet-siAiling goddess, once so meek, . 
Chang' d quickly to a fury; then with wild. 
Loud-sounding, frightful, hopeless shriek — 
While both her hands she wrung in deep despair, 
With looks terrific, and dishevelPd hair — 

reproached me with ingratitude ; and as I, not- 
withstanding, continued my pace, she laid fast 
hold of the skirt of my cloak to restrain my progress. 
I tore away at last by main force from her grasp ; 
and being much nimbler of foot than she, I was 
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very soon out of her sight. To what degree het 
Irage rose on that occasion, I concluded from the 
following words — KakiSpalaki,ihsLt is, Ungrateful 
dog ! which she continually vociferated forth. But* 
I bore, with Spartan magnanimity, all her abu- 
sive language and contumely; and congratulated 
myself on having by any means escaped, with my 
ears sound and whole, from this land of philoso- 
pbere, on which I am still not able to think, without 
trembling and a feeling of horror. 

Adjoining to this State lies the province Nakir^ 
the capital of which bears tbe same name. Respect- 
ing this province I cannot say much; for I hurried 
through it, as well as through every country that 
bordered on MaskatHa^ with all spieed, in order to 
arrive among a people who were not so absorbed in 
the study of philosophy, and, above all, not so ^ger 
after the elucidation of anatomy. My blood was 
in such a ferment, and I was so terrified and alarmed, 
that I asked every one whom I met upon the way, 
whether he was a philosopher ; and I dreamed 
every night, for a length of time after, about skele- 
tons and anatomical instruments. The inhabitants 
of Nakir appeared to me otherwise very cour- 
teous; for every one who met me in the street, 
offered me, unasked, his services ; and assured me, 
with a gceat deal of amplification, that I might 

N 
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depwd Upon bis good oflBcos. Tbsse assurances 
I foond to be very ridicolons, as I never let it be 
perceived that I Entertained the smallest doubt of 
their good will towards me, and never manifested 
the lea$t susincion concerning their sincerity ; and 
even remarked to several persons, that I could 
not conceive what necessity there was for so many 
sacred pledges. But they renewed them on this 
^*c$dio]^ with the most solemn and dreadful oaths. 
On the outside of the tovm I met a person, who 
was walking very slowly, and sighing under a 
heavy burden which he bore on his shoulders. 
He stopped on seeing me, and inquired whence I 
canije? When I answered him, that I had lately been 
in the city of Nakir, he wished me joy of my getting 
safe and sound out again, *^ as the inhabitants," 
said he, '* are notorious rogues and sharpers, who 
are in the habit of plundering and stripping every 
foreigner who visits them." I replied, that if their 
actions accorded with thdr words, I had reason to 
consider them a particularly honest and upright 
people; since every one, with the most solemn and 
dreadful oaths, had testified his sincerity. The 
good man smiled at this, and said, ** Be careful 
how you repose implicit confidence in any one 
who trumpets forth his own integrity, and especially 
in him who calls upon the devil to bear witness to 
bis virtue." I never forgot this admonition, and 



179 

have very often been fiilly sensible of its profundity^ 
Therefore, as soon as any of my debtors began to 
enrse and swear by tbeir hopesty, L always de-^ 
manded my money, and never lent them another 
penny. 

On the borders of this conhtFy I arrived at a 
yellowish sea, on the margin whereof there lay a 
ferry-boat, with three tiers of oars, in which, for a 
very moderate fare, a person might be conveyed 
across to the Land of Reason. I struck a bargain 
with the ferry-man, entered the boat, and was much 
amused with this sea-voyage. The subterranean 
vessels are not rowed by human hands, but, by the 
help of certain concealed machines, are forced 
through the water with a wonderful velocity. As 
soon as I had arrived in this country; I met with a 
person who showed me the way to the city, and 
who related to me, as we went^ a good deal about 
the aiSairs of the corporation, and the condition and 
i^ay of life of the inhabitants, witii which he seemed 
to be very intimately acquainted. Among other 
things, he informed me that all the burghers studied 
logic, and that this town was the real and true seat 
of reason, and accorded perfectly with its own 
name and that of the country. On my arrival in 
the city, I soon experienced that my guide had told 
the truth; for the meanest burgher, by reason 
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of bis good sense, qok^ess of apprehension, gra- 
vity, and modest deportment, appeared to me to be 
a senator. At tbis I raised my bands towards bea- 
▼en, and exclaimed— *< O most bappy and blessed 
State, whicb gives birtb to none but Catos /" 

But when I bad acquired a more accurate know- 
ledge of the state of afBsdrs in fbe town, I observed 
that many things were conducted in but a very in- 
differ^it way, and that the State in some measure 
was diseased for lack of fooIs« For as the inhabi- 
tants examine and reflect upon every thing with 
much circumspection and judgment, and never allow 
themselves lobe moved or affected by pompous enco- 
miums, flowery language, and magnific^it parade, 
many of the means are lost, by which, otherwise, so 
easily and without expense to the public, the 
burghers in a State are^stimulated to greatexertions, 
which prove of the utmost benefit to the country. 

The injurious consequences to a nation, which 
flow from such a too anxious prudence, a certain 
Minister of Finance, with much zeal, severally ex- 
posed to me. " The one tree," were his words, " is 
distinguished from another merely by name and ap- 
pearance. There is no gown-mania among the 
burghers, as the one cannot be distinguished by any 
badge of honour before another, and no one in par- 
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ticolar q>pears to be wise and clever^ for they are 
all wise and clever. I acknowledge, ttiat stapiditj 
is a failure ; but to extirpate it entirely in a State^ 
does not appear to me at all adrisaMe. It is suJQS* 
dent for every town to. possess only as many wise 
men, as there are public employments in it» It is 
requisite that some should govern, and others be 
governed. That which the government of another, 
country is able to e£fect by means of puppet-show 
pageantry, trinkets, and baubles, cannot here be ac- 
complished without bestowing considerable xemu* 
nerations, which not unfrequently exhaust the trea- 
sury ; for the wise men, for the services they have 
done the father-land, demand the kernel, while fools^ 
on the contrary, are put off with the shell. In like 
manner, for example, titles and marks of honour^ 
which in other places allure fools to undertake ardu- 
ous and dangerous enterprises, produce not the least 
effect here upon the burghers, who consider that true 
honour consists only in virtue and intrinsic worth, 
and therefore never allow themselves to be dazzled 
by the fedse glitter of trifles, fe the hope of their 
names being immortalized and enrolled in the annals 
of their country, your militar}' and naval characters," 
added he, " are stimulated to rush undauntedly on 
the greatest dangers ; we, on the contrary, who look 
upon all this as quibble and double entendre j and 
who are unable to comprehend the meaning of the 
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phrase,^ to live after death/ ladk this fitiniQltid. It 
is thought here not worQi while to acquire any ho- 
BOor, praise, or glory, which we are never likely to 
hear named. • Not to mention a thousand olher in* 
conveniences, which result from a too strict exami- 
nation of the diimera, and which entirely and clearly 
prove ihe correctness of the maxim — That U is 
necessary in a u^eU regulated State , that one half^ 
at leasty of its inhabitants should be fools. Foolish- 
ness is to society, what add is to the stomach : and 
too litQe of either portion is as injarions as too 
mnch." 

r I listened to the discourse of the Minister of 
Finance with the greatest admiration. But on his 
proffering me, in the name of the Council of State^ 
my freedom of the city, and endeavouring to tempt 
me to remain there, my face became quite red, and 
I concluded that his solicitations for my staying, 
were in consequence of the opinion he had formed 
of my stupidity, and his looking upon me as well 
qualified to be the stomach-acid to a State that was 
diseased by too much wisdom. Very soon after, 
when I beard that the Senate had resolved on encou- 
raging a great number of burghers to emigrate, as 
settlers, to distant colonies, and that they intended 
fo borrow as many fools from the neighbouring 
nations as would fill up the chasm again in the popu- 



lation, my suspicions were corroborated. I quitted, 
therefore, not without 90ipe mortification, this witb^ 
leason-r^lete city. Bat the maxim, which I lately 
quoted, and with which our statesman hate hitherto 
not been acquainted, namely — T&ai U is nec^h 
SQTy in a well^egulated State^ that one Aa(^ ai 
lecuttp of its inhabitants shQuld t^/oob^l could not 
for a length of time get put of my head. I waa 
astonished that a rule and maxim, so beaiefioial^ 
should have remained so long unknown to the phi*^ 
lodopbers of our globe. But p^rhc^s I do< themi 
wrong; for it is possible, that the one ortiie otb« 
may have discovered it, add perceived the coireetK 
ness of it; but not thought it worth his while 
to introduce it among the political maxims, becausjS 
this globe is, everywhere, so well stocked WiUi 
fools, that (without intending to slander any towB 
whateoever) no hamlet, mpch less large city, is 
anywhere to be found, which in the smallest de-« 
gree lacks this so extremely beneficial add. 

When I had rested myself a little, I proceeded 
again on my journey, and travelled through several 
provinces, which I shall pass over in silence, 
as I discovered in them very little of the extraor- 
dinary. I therefore thought that the wonders of 
the planet Nazar were here at an end. But when 
I arrived in Cabac^ I met with new and very exr 
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traordinary things, which to many may appear 
completely incredible. Among the inhabitants 
of this*^ State, there are, for example, several who 
have no heads, and who come entirely headless 
into the world : they speak with a kind of mootb, 
which is placed in the middle of their breast. Be- 
cause of this defect in nature, they are excluded from 
all arduous occupations, in which any brains are 
required ; and there never was an instance of any 
headless person obtaining an important employment 
in this country. The posts to which they, for the 
most part, are appointed, are those that are imme*' 
diately connected with the Court. From among 
this headless race, the gentlemen of the bed-cham* 
ber, stewards of the Prince's housdiiold, attendants 
on the harem, grooms of the stole, and such-like, 
are generally chosen. From the same class are 
also elected beadles, sacristans, grave-diggers, 
and others, whose business can easily be performed 
without the assistance of many brains. 

Now and then, however, one or the other of 
ihem is admitted into the Council, either by par- 
ticular favour of the authorities, or on the ground 
of family merit, which rarely proves injurious to 
the State. For experience teaches us, that the 
majority in the Council commonly depends on a 
very few Senators, and that the rest are merely 
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there to fill np the number, and to consent, and 
subscribe to, fhe measures whidi the few have re« 
solved upon. In this wise there sat in the Council, 
during the time that I sojourned in the city, two 
headless benchers, whose salaries were just as 
high as those of the others. For although they, 
becaiise of this natural defect, were not furnished 
with very peculiarly bright understandings, nor 
were their ideas extraordinarily brilliant, yet they 
gave their votes, and assented to the opinions 
wbidi the others had expressed. In this respect 
they were more fortunate than their colleagues, 
for when any affair was amiss in the Senate, no 
one was ever offended at those who were not pos- 
sessed of heads, but vented his spleen solely 
against the rest : a clear proof, that it is some- 
times a great advantage to be bom without a head. 
In other respects, this city yields to no place 
upon this globe in pomp and splendour. It can 
boast of a Palace, an University, and a magnificent 
Cathedral. 

In the two provinces in which I soon after ar- 
rived, namely, Cambara and Spelek^ all the inhabi- 
tants are Lime-trees. The distinction among them 
consists solely in this,:— that those in the firstpro- 
vince never become more than, at the highest, four 
years old i while those in the second, on the con- 
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tontraryi live to above four hundred year^. In 
i^/^ytherefore, a person meets with many grand- 
fathers, great-grandfathers, and great-great-grand- 
fiithers, and hears a number of proverbs and old 
chronicles ; so that, on arriving in this country^ one 
might imagine Hxnt the time had been retarded for 
the space of some centuries. As much as I pitied 
tlie fate of the former, I, on the other hand, highly 
extolled the happy state of the latter. Bvit when I 
had maturely reflected on the real condition of both, 
I noticed that I was completely out in my judg** 
9ient« In Cambara^ the inhabitants, in ibe isoorse 
of a few months after their birth, arrive at matoriiy 
both in body and mind ; so that the first year is 
sufiScient for their formation and development, 
and the other three seemed to be granted to them, 
ill order to prepare themselves for death. Under 
tiiese circumstances, this country appeared to me to 
be a truly Platonic republic, in which every virtue 
arrives at the greatest possible perfection. For as 
the inhabitants, by reason of their very short lives, 
are, as it were, continually on the wing, and look 
upon this life as a gate through which they must 
shortly pass to enter into the next, their minds are 
more fixed upon their future. than their present 
state. Every one, on this account, may there, 
be looked upon as a, true philosopher, who, without 
being at all solicitous about terrestrial afiaiis, 
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gtrives, through the fear of God, virtnous actions, 
and a clear conscience, to prepare himself for an 
eternal beatitade. In short, this country appeared 
to be inhabited by none but angels, or saints, and 
to be the right school in which all that is virtaons 
can best be learned* From this may be seen, how 
unreasonably many people murmur at, and even 
quarrel with, Providence, about the shortness of their 
lives ; for our lives can only be called short, inas- 
much as we spend the greatest part of them in 
idleness, sloth, and voluptuousness; and which 
would certainly be always long enough, if our time 
ifrere well employed. 

■ In Spelekj on the contrary, where the lives of the 
inhabitants are prolonged to above four hundred 
years, every vice, which can be found in mankind, 
a{^ars to prevail. The people there have only 
the present before their eyes, as though they were 
immortal, and would never decline ; and therefore 
uprightness, integrity, honesty, chastity, and de- 
cency, are fled, and have given place to falsehood, 
deceit, extravagance, luxury, and immorality. 

ITiis prolongation of life has still another very 
lamentable effect. Those persons who, through 
unfortunate events, lose their property, receive hurts 
in their limbs, or fall into incurable sickness, are 
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accustomed to curse intolerably their existence^ 
and at last to commit suicide, as they, because of 
their long lives, see no end to their sufferings* The 
shortness of life is the most efficacious consolaticm 
to all wretched people. Both these countries 
greatly excited my admiration, and I quitted them 
with my head filled with philosophical contem- 
plations. 

I now travelled over nothing but a barren and 
rocky tract of country, until I at length arrived at 
Spalank, or, as it is generally called, 7%^ Land of 
Innoeence. It has obtained . this appellation in 
consequence of the mild dispositions and innocence 
of its inhabitants. These trees, which are all majestic 
Oaks, are look upon as the happiest of all mortal 
beings, because they are free from all vehemence 
of the passions, and consequently from every vice. 

Freely, nnconstraiii'd, each of himself ohey *d 

True nature's precepts, and in safe tranquillity, 

Where fear and punishment were quite unknown. 

Did daily practise virtue, equity. 

And justice. On no sacred stone engravM 

Did threats appear, nor yet on sacred tahlets 

Were rig'rous laws e'er published. No one ever fear'd 

The vengeance of his Sovereign ; and without 

A bulwark to protect them, all were safe. 

No trumpet ever rous'd them to amuse 



..d 



189 

' Tbeir Prince by stepping o'er the mangFd corses 
Of their brethren, on the blood-soak'd field of battle. 
The peacefal ploughshare into sword or spear. 
Was there ne'er forged ; but without contention, strife. 
Or battle, they their sportive gambols play'd. 
Like tender infants on the mother's lap, 
Secure from harm, amidst eternal peace. 

On my arrival in this province, I experienced 
that everything which fame had said regarding it, 
was true ; namely, that the inhabitants^ solely from 
theur own inclinations, and not from any obligation 
of the law, really practised virtue. Every covet- 
onsness, wrath, hatred, pride, ambition, discord, 
and all other human vices, I found were expelled 
from this country. But at the same time, vices, 
and many other things which adorn mankind, and 
exalt the rational above the brute creation, are there 
wanting. If we except theology, natural philo- 
sophy, and astronomy, no other sciences are there 
cultivated; and jurisprudence, politics, history, 
morality, the mathematics, elocution, and several 
others, were sciences which were even not known 
by name. As envy and ambition do not in the 
smallest degree exist among this people, there is 
much need of the gown-mania, which so frequently 
stimulates people to undertake and achieve the 
greatest and most laudable enterprises. There 
was no palace, or magnificent building, no senate. 
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or sessions-honse, and no great wealth; as there 
were neither magistracy, law-suits, nor avarice. In a 
word, there were no vices, or rather there was no 
taste, art, parade, or such-like, which are looked 
upon as accomplishments, that add dignity and 
greatness to empires, and r^ne mankind ; so that 
it appears much more like being in a forest of 
oaks, than in a cultivated State. I remained} there- 
fore, a long time in doubt respecting the judgment 
I ought to form of this nation^ and whether such 
a natural condition were really desirable to hu- 
manity. However, when I at length considered, 
that the want of cultivation can be much better 
Endured than the want of virtue, and that unskilfol- 
ness in murder, outrage, theft, and other vices, that 
are destructive both to soul and body, was nearly 
allied to unskilfulness in certain sciences, I must 
acknowledge that this State was happy. 

On the way, as I was passing through this coun- 
try, I fell once by accident over a stone, and des- 
perately hurt my left shin, which caused it to swell 
very much. A peasant, who witnessed the accident, 
ran immediately and plucked some herbs, which he 
laid upon the sore, whereby the pain was quickly 
allayed, and the swelling disappeared. I concluded 
from this, that this people must possess superior 
skill in the art of healing; which really was the 
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ti&fie. For as the studies of tbe SpAlankians were 
confined to a few sciences, they are not, like our 
poly-historians, contented with the husk, but pene- 
trate to the kernel. When I thanked the doctor 
ffx the service he had rendered me, and said, Ihat 
God would reward him for his kindness, he replied, 
idthough in the simple style of a peasant, with so 
mudi judiciousness, profundity, and religion, that 
I really fancied I saw an angel, or some other kind 
of heavebly being, before my eyes, in the form of a 
tree. From this may be seen, how unreasonably 
we are sometimes offended at the partisans of 
if>athy, whom we believe to live in indolence and 
sluggishness, because they do not feel great soli*" 
dtnde, and exhibit excessive sorrow or joy, and 
never give way to anger or any other vehement 
passions of the mind. But still more clearly may 
it be seen from this, how greatly those persons err, 
who bdieve that vice is in any way necessary to 
man, aiid insist that anger is the soul of valour, 
envy tiie stimulus to industry, and suspicion the 
mother of prudence; for the apple falls commonly 
not far from the stem, and an addled egg never 
produces a fine chicken. Many of the virtues^ 
whereof mankind seems to be proud^ and which 
are extolled to the skies, both in rhyme and blank 
versej deserve, when they are viewed with a philo- 



192 

sophic eye, milch more to be reprobated than ex- 
tolled. 

« 

When I quitted this country, I travelled throngh 
the province Kilaky the inhabitants of which are 
bom with certain marks on their foreheads, which 
indicate the number of years that eadi had to live. 
I looked upon these people in the beginning to 
be very happy, as death could never . surprise 
them, nor tear them away with all tbeu* sins 
upon their heads, , But, as every one knows on 
what day he shall die, they all procrastinate their 
repentance until the very last hour. If, therefore^ 
one were desirous of finding a person among th«ii« 
who led a religious and honest life, one ought to 
look for such a character among those whose marks 
on the forehead announced that they were chanting 
the last verse of their funeral dirge. I observed 
several walking through the streets with their heads 
hanging down; these were all persons who must 
shortly pass on into a future state. They counted 
the hours and minutes upon their fingers, and 
looked forward with dread to their momentarily 
approaching dissolution. This placed conspicuously 
before my sight, the wisdom and goodness of the 
great Creator towards us in this respect; and I was 
thoroughly convinced that it was right that God'sr 
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creatares sboald be ignorant of the time of the 
coming of death. 

From this place I was ferried over a kind of 
Bound, in a small boat, and landed in the State of 
Askarak. Here I met with wonders entirely new ; 
for, unlike CabaCy which produces people without 
beads, here some of the inhabitants come into the 
world with no less than seven. These are com- 
monly universal genttises^ of whom the ancients, 
in times of old, made very much, and worshipped, 
on account of this gijft of nature, with almost a 
divine adoration ; so that they never appointed 
generals, or elected senators, burgher-masters, or 
lords-lieutenant of counties, of any other lineage 
than theirs. As they have just as many different 
schemes, projects, designs, plans, and ways of 
thinking, as they possess heads, they perform a 
variety of things correctly enough, with zeal 
and alertness ; yet while the reins of government 
were in their hands, there was nothing which they 
touched or altered: but as they put every thing in 
execution at the same time, and the multiplicity of 
different ideas in their heads very naturally and very 
easily made them fall into controversies and disputes 
with each other, they at length neither knew how to 
proeeed or desist ; and their affairs, by degrees, be- 
came so involved in disorder, and so embarrassed, 

o 



that it required whole centuries to bring those 
things again into order, which the all-knowing 
authorities had so completely entangled. It was» 
therefore^ onqe for all, ordained by law, that no 
seven-headed person, for the future, should ev^ be 
fippointed to an importaQt situation ; and, that the 
State, from that time forward, should be directed 
solely by plain, simple persons ; that is to say, by 
tho^e who possessed only a single head. Thus 
are those persons, who heretofore were of so much 
distinction, and looked upon as demi-gqds^ faUing 
now into nearly the same degraded condition as the 
headless race in Cabac. For as they were not 
able to perform anything, because they had no heads, 
so these perform everything inverted, because they 
possess too many. The seven-headed gentlemen, 
in consequence, are for the present entirely excluded 
from all public situations, and therefore pass their 
time in quiet. Nevertheless, they serve as a kind 
of ornament to the State. They are carried about 
the country, like jugglers and mountebanks, to ex- 
hibit their tricks, and show the people how bounti- 
ful nature has been to tiiem ; but had it been a little 
more sparing, and content with giving them only 
one head, it would have done much better. Of the 
seven-headed race, during my time, no more than 
three obtained employments ; nor would these have 
obtained their appointments, had they not before- 
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hand snffiered six of their heads to be taken off, and in 
this wise again ootlected the many dispersed ideas, 
to form a sound understanding in the head which 
was left behind ; in the same m«iner as trees are 
lopped of their Enperflooos^ branches, that those 
which remain on the trunks may thrive the better. 
There are, however, very few who venture to sub- 
mit to this excessively painful, and frequently 
mortal, operation. From this I was convinced, 
that too much, of whatsoever it may be, is always 
injurious, and that cleverness consists in regular 
and methodically-digested ideas in a single head. 

From this nation I proceeded on through several 
deserts, until I arrived in the principality of jBo«- 
tankiy the inhabitants of which, in their exterior 
appearance, much resemble the Potuites ; but in 
the interna] conformation of their bodies they are 
widely different, for the heart is placed in the right 
thigh ; so that it may veiy truly said of them, that 
their hearts are in their breeches. They are also 
looked upon as the greatest cowards of all the in-* 
habitantd upon this planet. 

I arrived, much out of humour, however, with 
the bad road, at a public-house, just within the 
gate of the town, and uttered some crabbed ex- 
pressions to the landlord, who tired me with his 

o2 



196 

incessant talkativeness and demands to know ivhat 
I desired to take. He fell down on bis kne^s b^ 
fore me, and begged, with tears in his eyes, that I 
would be indulgait and forgiTC him ; at the same 
time he tbrnst forward his right thigh, and reqtteste4 
I would feel how much his heart palpitated. At 
this I burst into laughter, and forgot the whole 
T)f my troubles and vexation. I dried up the tears 
of this poor, miserable sinner, and bade him com- 
pose himself, and fear not. He r6se up again 
on his feet, kissed my hand, and then w^it awny 
to prepare some repast for me. Not long after, 
I heard a most horrible shrieking and howling in 
the kitchen, which resounded through the whole 
house. 1 ran immediately out, and saw, to my 
great astonishment, this dastard of a host in full 
employ, soundly beating his wife and the servant- 
maids ; but as soon as he perceived me, he took to 
his heels [and made a precipitate flight. I then 
turned to the wife and maids, who were weep- 
ing, and inquired what fault or offence they had 
committed, to put this meek and peaceable man 
into so dreadful a passion. But they remained a 
long time motionless, with their eyes fixed upon the 
ground, and answered not a word, as if they were 
afraid of betraying their grief; but somewhile after, 
as I pressed my inquiry, and used both entreaties 
and threats, the wife at length broke silence in the 
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foltowing words : — ^^ My dear stranger, yoa seem 
not to have much knowledge of men« The barghers 
of this country, who dare not show themselves 
before the face of an armed enemy, and who are 
ready, at the least noise or alarm, to creep, through 
fear, into a mouse-hole, all rule the roast in their 
kitchens, and behave in the most tyrannical manner 
to us poor weak females. Against people who are 
armed, they never make war ; it is only the unarmed 
whom they dare encounter. Our country is, for that 
reason, exposed to continual ridicule, and the rapa-» 
cious incursions of our neighbours. In the adjoining 
State, to which we are obliged to pay tribute, the 
men are quiteotherwise disposed; they never engage 
but with an armed enemy, never rule bat abroad, 
and at home they are all submission and obedience* 
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I was astonished at, and admired, this woman's 
understanding, and was folly sensible that she de- 
served a better fate. In the course of time, after 
I had acquired a more accurate -knowledge of the 
natural disposition of these people, I could not but 
acknowledge that what she said was perfectly 
true ; for we may see, by thousands of examples, 
that Hercules was not the only person who trembled 

at his wife's slipper, but that it is commonly the 

« 

fate of all the greatest heroes to submit patiently 
to the tyranny of the fair sex ; while, on the con- 
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trary, the greatest cowards, who, like the Bos^ 
iankumSf have their hearts in their breeches^ are 
teroes of the kitchen. This nation is under the 
protection of the neighbouring State, and cm that 
accoont pays it an annual tribatei 

I took my departure firom this land in another 
boat, and proceeded to Mikokik^. where, when I 
had. got ashore^ I missed a frodi<-coat that .1 bad 
with me when I entered the boat. After I bad for a 
long time in vain disputed with> the ferryman, who 
obstinately denied the theft, I went to the magis- 
trate of the town, and represented to him that I 
was at least justified in demanding my own again, 
although they denied me the right of prosecuting 
the ferryman for the coat committed to his charge, 
and which was stolen. But the magistrate not 
only romined steadfast in his refusal, but required 
even that I should be punished for bringing a folse 
accusation. In this doubtful case, the Senate 
called for witnesses ; but as I was not able to pro- 
duce any, I proposed that the ferryman should be 
put to his oath to prove his innocttice. The Sheriff 
smiled at this, and said — f^ In this -country, my 
friend, no religious attestation is at. dladmi$8ilde; 
the laws are our gods. For that reason, evidence 
of this nature must be produced in a regular and 
legal manner, either in writing or by means of 
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witnesses. They who cannot bring either of these 
forward, not only lose their cause, but are con- 
demned at ihe same time as false accusers. Pro^re 
the case by evidence, and you shall get back your 
property," Thus I lost my cause for tiie want of 
evidence ; but I pitied, on this occasion, not so 
much myself, as the condition of this State. For I 
clearly saw, from this circumstance, how. slender 
are the rights of society, when they are merely 
founded upon human laws; and how little solidify is 
there in the political structure that does not rest 
upon the basis of religion. I tarried here for the 
space of three days, but lived in continual fear. 
For notwithstanding the laws are excellent, and 
crimes are punished with the utmost severity, yet 
there is not, nor ever can be, any security hoped for 
in a country where no religion exists, and where 
the inhabitants are not scrupulous about commits 
ting every sort of crime, merely because *they were 
enabled to conceal them. 

From this country of atheists, I passed over a 
very lofty, steep, and araggy mountain, and arrived 
at Bracmatj which lies in a valley at the foot of the 
mountain. The inhabitants of this city are Juniper- 
trees. The first whom I met rushed upon me 
with the whole weight and force of bis body, so that 
I fell backwards with a terrible shock ; and on my 
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demanding to know the reason of such a salute, lie 
begged my pardon in a very polite manner, and in 
tbe most elegant and polished phraseology I 
had ever heard* Immediately after this came a 
second, holding in his hand a hedge-stake, which 
he pushed against my side with such violence, that 
I really thought I was hipshot ; and he, in like 
manner, apologized for his improvidence, in a 
speech as subtle as it was amplified. I thought 
that this nation must be blind, or at least purblind, 
and therefore carefully made way for every one 
whom I met. But this defect arises, as I after* 
wards learned, from a too quick sight, which some 
of them possess^ and in consequence of which they 
can discern objects very plainly at a distance which 
nobody else can see; but, on the other hand, are 
incapable of seeing any thing that is immediately 
under their noses, or close to their feet. These 
keen-sighted people are generally called Makkatti^ 
and for the most part apply themselves to the 
Study of astronomy and transcendental philosophy. 
For any terrestrial occupation, they are, in conse- 
quence of their piercing sight, almost entirely use- 
less, because they only see through the very small- 
est trifle, and are, on the contrary, completely blind 
to every thing one can touch or feel. The State, 
however, employs them to examine the metal- 
mines : for, as indifferently as they see things upon 
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the earth, just as particularly well are they capable' 
of discerning every thing in the interior. I re- 
marked, on thid occasion, that these people, who 
are blind from being too haiwk-sighted, would see 
better if their eyes were not so keen. 

After having, with much diflSculty, crossed a very 
steep mountain, I arrived in Mutac^ the capital* of 
whidi country has the appearance of a forest of 
willows, for all the inhabitants are Willow-trees. 
On reaching the market-place, I perceived a fine, 
well-grown young man, who was the picture of 
health, sitting upon a close-stool, and humbly im- 
ploring the Council, which was there assembled, to 
dbow their commiseration. When I inquired what 
was the meaning of all this, I was answered, that 
the young man was a malefactor, who was going 
to take to-day his fifteenth dose. Confounded at 
this answer, I went away, to endeavour to get 
from my landlord some elucidation to these ob- 
scure and enigmatical words. " We, here," said he, 
** are entirely unacquainted with flogging, brand- 
ing, hanging, and such-like punishments, with which 
criminals in other countries are chastised ; that is 
to say, because our intention is not so much to 
punish, as to correct and reform, the guilty. The 
malefactor, whom yoa lately saw seated upon the 
close-stool, is a pitiful author, whose maggot for 
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writing neither the ititerdidion nor admonitions of 
the Senate have been able to drive away or dertroy, 
and he is now, on that accoant, andergoing public 
pnnidhment or cure. The judges of the city, Who 
are all doctors Of phydiCj hit upon this method of 
tormenting him with one laxative after another, 
until the maggot leaves him, and he ceaso to 
write." A few minutes sifter, I came to the Apo- 
thecaries' Hall, and perceived there, to my utter 
astonishment, several earthen pots and jars set up 
in a row, with the following inscriptions on them : 
— Avarice-powder; Uncha^y^pUh ; Salve far In* 
humanity; Lenitive^ or Qualifying DropSy far Bride 
and Arrogance ; Bark against Luxury and Vohtp^ 
tuousnesSf &c. I cannot describe the giddiness 
with which I was seized on beholding these quadss' 
and jugglers' tricks. But I thought I should have 
gone completely beside myself, on seeing some 
bundles of manuscripts bearing the following titles : 
— Magister Pisago^a Sermons^ whichj if read in 
the mornings occasion Six Stools ; Doctor YukesCs 
Instructive and Entertaining Reflections^ which 
promote Sleep^ &c. I looked upon this nation to 
be remarkably and preposterously silly ; but in 
order to prove more ftilly the power and efficacy of 
these medicaments, I opened the first of ttiese 
books. It was so stupid, duJl, and insipid, that I 
yawned before I had read tlie first page ; iis I con- 



203 

tiiraed, however, to read, I felt a violent twistiog 
and griping in my bowels, and before I had finished 
the second page, I was as foil of wind as a person 
need desire to be ; but for the rest, as I was fresh 
knd healthy, and in no wise rdaxed in my body, 
I gave immediate vent to it, and harried oat of the 
place. From this I remaiked, that there was no* 
filing in the world whidi vras entirely useless, and 
that even the most pitifol and insipid writings ware 
serviceable in their way. This jnroved to me that these 
pec^e, althoagh of a v«y extraordinary kind, were 
not completly stark mad. Mine host assored me, 
that be had formerly been terribly tormented with 
sleeplessness by night ; but that be was perfectly 
cured of it, merely and solely by reading Doctor 
YukesCs Reflections ; *^ for this book," said be, 
*^ was so powerful and so efficacious a remedy, that 
it would even have lulled vigilance and wakefulness 
themselves to sleep. On hearing these and other 
remarks, my head was fiUed with the strangest and 
most surprising thoughts : but in order not to be 
interrupted in my original design, I quitted this 
land in the greatest baste; which proved very 
fortunate for me, as new peculiarities and wonders, 
that I met with in those which I afterwards visited, 
did not allow me much time to consider them. 
But when I had finished my travels throughout 
this planet, and reflected with deliberation on the 
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Mataccian pliilosophy, it appeared to me that the 
science of medicine, which was practised among 
the AliUacctanSj was not to be entirely condemned* 
For I have often experienced, that we, here in 
Europe, have numbers of books, that in )ike manner 
affect the reader vntb nausea, drowsiness, and a laxity 
of body. But as to what concerns the disorders 
of the mind, I am not exactly of the same opinion 
as the Mutaccian doctors, although I allow that 
there are certain bodily infirmities which axe con- 
founded with those of the soul, and which one of 
the poets here above ground has judiciously noticed 
in the following epigram : — 

** With humours, friend, much to our smart,. 

We both have long been treated ; 
Those me annoy are in my heart. 

Yours in your legs are seated. 
Whenever I refuse to sing 

In comp'ny, I'm thought fearful. 
The ladies call me proud, cross thing. 

Because I am not cheerful ; 
But you, when you refuse to dance. 

They readily excuse ye. 
And pity's seen in ev'ry glance, 

No woman will abuse ye. 
Betwixt us both thus stands the thing. 

With singing and with dancing — 
I have no heart at all to sing, 

Nor have you legs for prancing.'' 
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On leaving this country, I crossed over a flame- 
coloured lake, and arrived in Mikrok. I was de- 
sirous of entering the city which bears the same 
name, but, to my surprise, I found the gates locked. 
I remained a considerable time before the drowsv 
guard thought proper to take down the iron bars, 
unbolt, and open them. When I entered, I found 
that there reigned in the city the most profound 
quiet, except in so far that the snoring of the sleep- 
ing inhabitants made such a whizzing and humming 
in my ears, that I imagined myself to be arrived 
in the real abode of Somnus, which is described by 
the poets. I thought to myself, O! that several 
of the burgher-masters, senators, and other such- 
like honourable citizens of my father-land, had 
been brought up here! how these men, who are so 
careful and solicitous about their ease and quiet, 
would have enjoyed themselves in tranquillity and 
comfort in this most happy town ! I noticed, how- 
ever, from the signs and inscriptions against the 
houses, that the arts, trades, and professions, were 
here encouraged, and that many applied themselves 
to the study of jurisprudence. By the help of these 
signs, I found out an inn, but was obliged to remain 
for a long time on the outside, as the door was fast, 
and it was still night with the inhabitants, although ^ 
the sun was high above the horizon. After knock- 
ing and kicking a long while with all my might, I 
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was at last admitted. I was informed that day 
and night were here divided into twenty-three 
hours, whereof nineteen were passed in sleep, and 
the other four in getting thoroughly awake. I con- 
cluded from this, that both public and domestic 
affairs must be very mudi neglected ; and therefore 
requested that they would bring me, with all speed, 
whatever eatables were first at hand, for fear the 
night should overtake the cook in the midst of pre- 
paring the dinner. But as every thing here is per- 
formed withoutmany cdrentonies, and all superfluity 
is discarded, the short day of the MikroktansiQ suf- 
ficiently long for the performance of their several 
occupations. After the repast was over, whidi was 
served up quicker than I expected, my host attended 
me about the town. During our perambulation 
we entered a church, and hearkened to a sermon, 
which certainly did not last long, but was as ener- 
getic and as nervous as it was short The orator 
never strayed from his text, used no circumlocution, 
no repetition, no redundancy ; so that I found his 
discourse, on comparing it with the sermons of 
Magisier Peter ^ which, so often tired me, to contain 
much more than the very longest of his. The 
affairs of justice are disposed of in the same sum- 
mary way. The pleading barristers say much in 
a few words, and the witnesses are immediately 
called and examined. I remember, among other 
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things, a treaty on the occasion of an alliance that 
had been lately concluded between them and a 
neigbbooring nati(»i, wbidi was drawn up in these 
words: — " There shall be perpetual friendship 
beiufeen the Mikrokians and the Spkndikians. The 
river Klvnmk and Mount Zabor shall be the boun^ 
dories between the States. Signed^^ 4^c»^c. In this 
wise, three or four liaes with them, are sufficient to 
express that for whidi we require a whole volume* 
From this may be seen, that a person might come 
to the purpose with much less bustle and loss of 
time, if he only omitted all unnecessary circumlo- 
cution ; and, like the way-faring man, would save 
half the distance by going in a straight direction* 
All the inhabitants in this country are Cypresses, 
and differ from, other trees in having certain knots 
on their foreheads. These knots at certain times 
increase and decrease; and when their foreheads 
begin to swell, they, on the humours again sub- 
siding to the eyes, are seized with a species of 
rheum or cold in the head, which announces the 
approach of night. 

About a day's journey from thence lies Makroky 
or, as its name denotes. The Land of the Wakeful^ 
the inhabitants whereof never sleep. As soon as I 
bad entered the town, I met a young person, who 
appeared to be in very great haste. I requested him» 
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very respectfully, ta have the complaisance to show 
me a decent inn ; but he replied, that he was too 
ftill of business, and then went his way^ All were 
in so great a hnrry, that they did not appear to 
walk, but to run or fly through the stroets and lanes, 
as if every one were afraid of arriving too late* i 
thought that a fire had broken out, or that some 
other great evil was brewing in the town, and.coi)- 
tinned sauntering about by myself, until I at length 
came to a building which, from the sign of it, I 
knew to be an inn. Numbers of people were here 
running up and down the steps of the door in the 
greatest confusion, and some fell down upon ilie 
ground through sheer fright ; so that I was obliged 
to wait nearly a quarter of an hour in the porch, 
before I could enter the house. I was immediately 
assailed with a thousand unmeaning questions. One 
asked me whence I came ? whither I was going ? 
how long I intended to stay in the town ? Another, 
whether I would dine alone, or in company? in 
which room ? the red, green, yellow, or the black 
room ? up-stairs, or below in the parlour ? and a 
great many others. The landlord, who at the 
same time was clerk to an inferior Court of Justice, 
went out to superintend the dinner ; but quickly re- 
turned, and explained to me, with almost endless 
amplification and circumlocution, the concatenation 
of circumstances in a law-suit, which had already 
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lasted ten years, and was now going to be argued 
before the fourteenth Court. "I hope," said he, "that 
in the course of two years more, it will be termi* 
nated ; as there are now only two more tribunals^ 
before no further appeal can be made. ^ He left me 
much surprised at his speech, which was sufficient 
to prove to me that this nation was very busy in 
doing nothing. While he was absent, I took the 
opportunity of looking a little about the house, and 
perceived a collection . of books, which, to judge 
from the number of volumes, was very considerable ; 
bat in regard to their contents, extremely jejune and 
insipid. Among the folios, which were elegantly 
bound, I remarked the following : — 

1. Description of Si. Kate's Church j 24 volumes. 
- 2. Siege of the Fortress Pehunky 36 volumes. 
, 3. On the Use of the Herb Slak^ 13 volumes, 
with many plates. 

4. Funeral Sermon over the Sheriff Jaksi, 18r 
volumes. 

As mine host had now again returned, he entered 
into discourse with me concerning the state of the 
City, from whidi I was led to conclude, that the 
drowsy Mikrokians effected much more than the 
wakeful Makrokians ; as the first penetrate directly 
to ihe centre of any thing, while the latter only skim. 

p 
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over the surface. These people are also Cypresses, 
and. If We except the knots on their foreheads^ they 
differ very little in their outward form from tteiriba^ 
bitants' of Mikrok. But thej have Ho: blood, or 
regular fluid, in their veins, like ihe other trees upoii 
this globe ; but, in lieu of it, they have a thick bin 
mour or mucus^ vtrhich possesses the santeprofierty 
as quicksilver : nay, some ev^fi maintain that iAib 
quicksilver,' as it produces the same* effect as 

mercury in the thermometer. ». . • ^ . . 

. . • • ■ . I ■ 

• . ■ I > . » 

After a journey of two days I arrived in the re- 
public of iSt%/o^, which consists of two closely-allied 
States, that have very opposite laws. The first, 
which is called Mihoy was founded by Mihak^ an 
ancient and celebrated law-giver, and the subterra- 
nean Zycwrgws. He strove principally, by the intro- 
duction of frugal measures, to strengthen th^ State, 
and rigorously forbade all prodigality. This pro-' 
vince deserves, for that reason, and on account of 
its abstemiousness and frugality, to bear the namef 
of New Sparta. But I was much surprised to find 
so many beggars in so well regulated a State, that 
seemed to pride itself so much on its excellent laws ; 
for which way soever 1 turned myself, I wa6 .sure 
to see a tree asking charity ; so that travelling here 
was extremely unpleasant and irksome. When t 
had more narrowly looked into the condition of this 
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country, I discovered, that the abstemiousness of 
tlie inhabitants was the true source of alt their 
misery; forals all pomp, excess, and profodeness^^ 
are banished,' and the rich are not suffered to enjoy 
their rid)e9,-the eontrnpn people sleep awic^' their 
lives in indolence and.extreme poverty, as thegr^ 
have' no employment by wbich they can ' earn oan^r 
thing. I was convince from this, that penurioush 
ness and too much frugality produce the same ^ect 
in a State, as the st^jBination of the blood in ibe^ 
bumanbody. " ' , i 

In the second province, LiAOf the people, on the' 
contrary, live in great affluence, and spare no ex- 
pense in gratifying :their- a^^tites and desires, arid^ 
indulging their humours. Por that reason the 'arts^ 
sciences, trades, -uiid profession^, flourish every- 
where : the' citizens dre eticouraged to work ; where-' 
by tliey n6t only avoid the sufferings of indigence, 
but even very often enrtdi- themselves ; and if any 
are reduced to-totareme want, it is always their 
own &ult, for liiere \b no lack' of opportunities for 
«ach to 'earn bis bre^. Thus, the prodigdity of 
the rich^ves a kind of life to the whole State, in 
the same msmner las the circulation of the blood 
affords health and strength to the members of the 
body, • • •■ '• • • •, ^- ■ •••• 

p2 
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Adjacent to this country is Lama^ the renowned 
seat of the science of physic. This science is culti* 
vated here with so much attention, that no one is 
considered a legitimate doctor, unless he has stadied 
at the Unirersity of Lama. For that reason the 
town swarms so with physicians, that it is roach 
more rare to meet a man than a doctor. There 
are whole streets that are filled with apothecaries'- 
shops, theatres of anatomy, and manu&ctories of 
cbirurgical instruments. While I was once saunter- 
ing about the town, I met a little boy-tree, who 
was crying lists of births and deaths to sell. I 
bought one ; and perceived, to my utter amaze- 
ment, that in the preceding year one hundred and 
fifty trees were born, and that no less than six 
hundred bad died. I was nnable to conceive 
how Death could thus play his games in the 
Temple of Apollo, and therefore asked the boy, 
whether there had not raged, in the preceding year, 
an unusual epidemic fever or pest in the town ? He 
answered me, that two years ago the mortality was 
still greater ; and that this was the ordinary pro- 
portion between the births and deaths, as the latter 
were usually three or four times as numerous as 
the former, because the inhabitants were continually 
liable to mortiferous diseases; so that the town, 
were it not annually to receive an addition of popu- 
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lation from the provinces, would soon be empty. 
On bearing tbis, I considered it by no means ad- 
visable to remain here too long, and tberrfore made 
all the baste possible out of the town ; and the more 
anxious was I to depart, as the very sound of the 
words, doctor and anatomical instruments, from 
the time that I was in the land of philosophers, ex- 
cited in me a constant horror. I set off running, 
ajad never slackened my pace until I reached a 
small hamlet, which lay from the town at the dis- 
tance of about four thousand steps, and where the 
inhabitants are not liable to any bodily complaints, 
mid ccmsequently have no need of doctors* 

I continued my journey ; and after the expiration 
of two days, I arrived in The Land of Liberty. 
The inhabitants in this country are their own mas- 
ters, and consist of several families, who have 
neither magistracy nor laws. They compose, never* 
theless, a kind of State ; and in cases of emergency, 
which concern the whole, they hold consultations 
with the elders, who constantly advise peace and 
harmony, and always endeavour to inculcate the 
first precept of nature : — Do not unto othertt^ what 
you UHmld not that they should do unto you I 
In every large, as well as small, town, stof^l i\m 
effigy of Liberty, carved out, treading xinAr't UhA 
the bonds and chains of slavery, and ovrr wblcli 



v^us t&is inscription :- — Golden Liberty. In the first 
town through which I passed^ everything appealed 
rery quiet; but the burghers wore certain bnncbei^ 
^ Hbbohs, of various colours, that denoied (he 
different parties into which the town was at that 
fime divided. On {he outside, before all the prin* 
dpai gates, sentinels were placed, all standing iii 
order of battle ; for the armistice was at ah end^ 
and war was to eoininence agiain the following 
day. lit consequence of this, I fled in the gr^test 
toxiety out of the place, nor did I consider myself 
€»itirely free and out Of danger, until I had got out 
of sight of this Land of Liberty. 

Not fer from this country lies Jochtana, before 
which, in consequence of the description I Jiad heard 
of it, I trembled with fear, as I expected to find 
everything there more turbulent, unsafe, and in 
more disorder, than in the Land of Liberty ; since 
it had been related to me, that it was a rendezvous 
for people of every religion, and that all the learn- 
ings which was diffused throughout the whole globe, 
was here concentrated and taught publicly. As it 
then came into my mind, that commotions and dis*^ 
turbances are excited in most of tlie European 
States, through a diversity in religion, t scarcely 
durst venture to go into the capital, iochianm; 
where there were as many different churches, forme 
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ef worship, and sects opposed to eadi other, as 
there. were public square^;, streets, and lanes. But 
m; fears were £Oon abated, on my perceiving that 
the most perfect harmony reigned everywhere, un- 
mingled with the least dislike or aversion. In 
worldly matters they were all striving for the same 
<md ; they had but one mind, one work, one repose. 
For as it is forbidden, under pain of death, that the 
one prevent the other ia the. free exercise of his re- 
ligion, or that any cboler or resentment shall take 
place among the sects of ti}e obstinate or refractory 
literati, .so there is a diversity of opinions without 
animosity,^ controversies without quarrelling, and 
oo hatred or malice; for there. ^re no persecutions* 
There m^ely existed a perpetual, but at the same 
time deoent and becoming, gown-mania among the 
different parties ; for each sect strove, through 
leading an irreproadiable life, and, by an attention 
to good and inoffensive manners, to prove that their 
form of religion deserved the .pre-eminepce. In 
this v^ise administration of State, the Government 
took care that there was as little disorder occa- 
sioned by this diversity of religious opinions, as 
by. the various shops in the market, or different 
maiR(factories, where they solely by their good 
articles and superior workmanship allure customers, 
without fraud, sway^ detraction, or aspersion. 
Thus, all opportunity for dissension is pi^vented. 
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and a decent and becoming gown-mania, which is 
80 beneficial to a State, is kept np among the 
barghers. Hence may be seen, that it is not a 
diversity of religion, bat a persecution of the con* 
science, that creates all the broils and commotions, 
which in this respect are prevalent in, and destroy 
the internal peace of, other countries. 

A certain learned Jochtane^er gave me a very 
circamstantial account of this nation's manners, 
government, and the reason of the prevailing tran« 
qnillity; to which I listened with much pleasure 
and attention, and imprinted all that he related 
deep in my memory. In the beginning, I made a 
number of observations and objections; but at 
length I found myself obliged to give up, in conse* 
quence of the superiority of his experience, by which 
he was able to prove, very evidently, his positions. 
As the truth appeared as clear before my eyes as 
the sun at noon-day, and as I was not so immodest 
as to deny my own senses, I was compelled to 
allow that freedom of thought was the true basis 
on which this quiet and harmony rested. I had, 
therefore, recourse to other weapons ; and said that 
it was the duty of a legislator, on introducing any 
regulations into the State, to look more to the future 
than to the present happiness of the community, 
and not to mind so much what is of benefit or ad- 
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vantage to them in this life, but what isr pleasing in 
the sight of God. To this he made the following 
reply:— "You deceive yourself, stranger! if you 
believe that God, the eternal source of truth, finds 
pleasure in dissembled worship and hypocritical 
adoration. In those nations, where all are com* 
pelled by law to believe one and the samet hing, 
the door stands open to ignorance and dissimulation ; 
for no one either will or dare discover his real 
opinion, but, on the contrary, will often aclcnow^ 
ledge with bis lips what his heajrt denies. There- 
fore the doctrine of Divine thing)^ is treated with so 
much indifference, and continues in its old way; 
no one gives himself the trouble to arrive at truth, 
and the priests themselves abstain from the study 
of theology, in order not to be branded with the 
name of heroic, and apply themselves to other 
sciences which they can cultivate with more freedom 
and less danger. Those persons are condemned, 
who swerve from the prevailing opinion ; but dis- 
semblers and hypocrites are abominable before the 
face of God, to whom an erroneous sincerity is 
more acceptable than a feigned confession of the 
tnie belief." When he had finished these words, 
I maintained a perfect silence, not daring aiiy more 
to engage in a controversy with this acute and subtle 
people. 



218 

' I had now spent iieaiiy two moniha npon my 
trdvels^ when I arrived at length in TuMak^T-^a 
State ac^oining the. principality of PaiUf ilnd wbicfa 
I almost looked upon as my home; for: here I per- 
ceived that my troublesome rambles were dramng 
fiEist to a close; Tlie inhabitants, for the most part^ 
are Olive-trees, and are a very devout and aiistere 
nation. In the first inn to whtch I came, I wna 
obliged, althoQgh half famished, to wait, notwith- 
standing my repeated requests, fall two homrs for 
my breakfast. The* cause of this dday> was the 
landlord's unseasonable devotion, which hindered 
him from attending to any of his duties -until he 
had concluded his matins. These having been 
some time ended. 



he stalk'd io» 



Pale-fac'd and grumbling, with his hand beneath his chin ; 
He brought a piece of bread, all green and blue with mould, 
And eke some carrion lamb, not quite a fortnight old. 

But for this breakfast I was obliged to pay exor- 
bitantly; and can affirm, that I never in my life 
met with so devout, at the same time so uncon- 
scionable, a landlord as this. I therefore thought 
to myself, that it would be better, if they were a 
little more sparing in their prayers, and a little less 
niggardly in their acts of charity and benevolence; 
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bat I kept dissatisfaction to myself, and stifled my 
foiger, well knowing that nothing is m6re danger- 
f^fttBy Ihtfi .to provoke heayeidy^-rainded people. All 
^tbe burgb'efs of ibis tcywb were rigid mordists and 
menner-rebuking Catos. They tminyeral about 
the streets with their heads hanging on their 
foanches, preaching against the pomp and vanity 
df this i^icked world, and condemning every one, 
Who enjoyed even the mokt innocent pleasures, to 
the bottomless pit of hell." They vilified every- 
Ifain^ with the' most rigid atjsterity, even to loolu 
and smiles ; and by an incessaht inveighing against 
die cotidact of others, they got the appellation of 
4Saintd!. As I Was completely wearied out with ttie 
troubles and dilBSculties I had enJured, and felt in- 
4^1ihed to dieer my spirits and recruit my strength 
a Tittfe with innocent amusements, I was reproved 
for it throughout the whole town, so that every 
house seemed to be a confession-chair. 

' ■ - ' • I 

' Several among them, when they saw that neither 
their admonitions nor reprehensions had any effect 
upon me, shunned me as they would poison or the 
pUgue. Not to detain the reader much longer 
with a description of this austere, gloomy, sullen^ 
and tfiorbise people, I will only quote one example 
fn6re, Which i ^ a true picture of their character, and 
from wbich a person will easily imagine to himself 
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all the rest. — A Tt^mhakkery whom I bad knowft 
before, and with whom I was on terms of friendship 
at Pota, saw me by chance passing a pHblie4ioiise, 
and invited me in. As he bad heard that I was 
accnstomed to pamper and indulge myself a little, he 
reproved me with so much anger for my cofidnct 
and way of life, that my hair stood on end, and 
every limb of me began to tremble. In the mean 
time, while this my Cato was fulminating against 
me, we took a friendly glass together, and then a 
second, a third, and fio on; until both our heads 
became so heavy^ that we fell over backwards 
upon the floor, and were carried home half dead. 
When I had slept off the effects of this debanch, 
and had again recovered my reason, I reflected 
seriously on the religious zeal of this fanatic nation, 
and was conviticed in my own mind, that sudi-like 
holy fervour ought to be attributed to the bile and 
ill-humours, rather than to true religious feelings. 
Meanwhile I considered it advisable not openly to 
declare this opinion to any one, and therefore 
quitted the place in silence. 

Aflier the expiration of two months, I at length 
arrived at home, much fatigued ; for my feet, through 
perpetually tramping, were become so tender that 
I could scarcely stand upon them. I arrived again 
in Potu on the tenth day of Ash-month. The first 
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thing that I proposed doing, was most humbly to 
lay before the Prince my journal, which his Serene 
Highness ordered forthwith to be printed. I must 
here remark, that the art of printing, which the 
Europeans and Chinese pride themselves upon 
hairing invented, was here in use much anterior^ 
The Potuites discovered so much taste in my 
Travels, that they were never tired of reading them. 
The young trees went through every street and 
kne in the town, crying, Courier Skabbd*8 Travels 
round the World! Inflated with this good success; 
I now strove after still greater honours, and flattered 
myself with the hope of obtaining a particularly 
high and important appointment; but when I found 
that my hopes were vain, I again presented a pe^ 
tition to his Serene Highness, wherein I set my 
toQs and labour in their proper light, and solicited 
a reward for my extraordinary services. The Prince, 
who was kind and beneficent, yielded to my prayers, 
and promised to keep me in his gracious remem^ 
brance: he kept his promise, but the favour consisted 
in a yearly augmentation of my former salary. I 
bad fixed my mind upon a very different reward; 
I felt, therefore, by lio means satisfied on this 
occasion; but as I durst not importune the Prince 
with any more petitions, I made known my wants 
to the Lord Chancellor. This particularly reason- 
able personage listened to my complaints with his 
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usual affability and courteousness, and promised to 
use all his influence in my behalf; but advised me, 
at the same time, to desist from so inconsistent 
and preposterous a request, and take a more correct 
measure of my owti insignificance aofi slender 
judgment. " Nature," said he, <* has been only a 
step-mother , to you; you are entirely devoid of 
those talents which pave the way to important 
situations. A child must creep before it can go ; 
and it is absurd to try to fly without wiags. 
Granted, that you really obtained all that yon so 
foolishly desire; in that case the laws would be 
infringed, and the Prince would everywhere be 
censured for it: be, therefore, content with your 
lot, and give up every hope which is contrary to 
nature!" For the rest, he acknowledged my ser- 
vices, and admitted that the •constancy atid perse* 
verance with whidi I had encountered sp many 
difficulties on my travels, were worthy of ibe 
highest commendation : " But it was not such-like 
services," added he, " which were sufficient recom- 
mendations to State employments; for if every 
fatigue that was endured, and every individual 
service that Was performed, gave a claim to high 
appointments, then every painter and statuary — the 
one for his skill in painting, and the other for his 
ability in sculpture — would be justified in requesting 
to be elected senators. Services ought to be re- 
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warded ; but the rewards, at the same time, should 
be commensurate and suitable to the deed and the 
person, in order that the State may not sufiTer by 
it, and be exposed to ridicule/' These remarks 
had-snch an effect upon me, that I remato^ per- 
fectly qliiet for some time after. But as I could 
not endure the thought of getting old in so mean 
an employ, I again had recourse to the desp^ate 
design, which I before had abandoned, of proposing 
a r^hnation in the affiiirs of State; and thus, by 
an entirely new contrivance, . at once to better my. 
own condition and that of the country. 



. ' .t 



A short time previous to setting out on my 
travels, I examined, very attentively, the internal 
condition of the principality, in order to discover 
the most material defects in itis political regulations, 
and the means by which the same might the best 
be i^eniedted. From the condition of the province 
of KoklekUj I had learned that a State always 
totters, whenever females take part in the adminis- 
tratioii of its affairs; for, as they are by nature fri- 
volous and effeminate, they strive to enlarge their 
power and Authority beyond bounds, and never 
give up until they have secured to themselves a 
pierfectly absolute domination. I therefore resolved 
on making a proposition to exclude the fair sex 
from all public employments; not doubting, ; by 
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getting the matter in its true light, and representing 
clearly the inconveniences which were necessarily 
combined with the old regulations, that I should get 
a majority of votes. It seemed to me an easy 
matter, to convince every one of the danger to 
which the male sex was exposed, if timely mea- 
sures were not adopted to lessen the power of the 
females. In case it were found, that a perfect 
abolition of this custom would be attended with too 
many diflSculties, I maintained, that the female 
regiment ought at least to be restricted to narrower 
bounds. In this proposition I had a three-fold de« 
sign. First, I was inclined to give it the appear- 
ance of advising a remedy for an injurious drfect 
in the State; secondly, I endeavoured, through that 
noble and profound contrivance of giving a proof of 
my penetration and judgment, to mend my condi- 
tion; and thirdly, I hoped to have an opportunity of 
revenging myself upon the females for the wrongs^ 
outrages, and sarcasms, of which they had so fre- 
quently been guilty towards me. I must candidly 
acknowledge, that my own advantage, and the 
desire of revenge, were the principal springs to 
this proposition ; but I ingeniously kept everything 
in petto^ that I might not seem, under the pretext 
of reforming abuses, to seek only my own advantage^ 
and thus tread in the footsteps of all other projectors,, 
who always make so much fuss about their propo*. 
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Bitions being for the general benefit of the nation ; 
but when the matter is seen a little deeper into, it 
is evident enough that they had nothing else in view 
than their own advantage. 

I formed my plan with all the art of which I was 
master, supported it on the most solid foundations, 
and presented it most humbly to the Prince. He, 
who had continually given me proofs of his special 
fevDurs, was struck with surprise, called it an im- 
pertinent and foolish project, and told me that it 
would certainly prove my ruin. He endeavoured, 
therdbre, by means of prayers and representations, 
to persuade me to abandon it ; but— 

Kto friendship's useless prayer, 

He^d joinM the scowling anger of a prince, 

I still was not to be deterred from my purpose, 
I depended partly upon the benefit of my proposi- 
tion, partly upon the support of the whole male sex, 
on whom I fully relied, and remained, in spite of 
every admonition, obstinate and fixed in my reso- 
lution. I was, therefore, according to law, con- 
ducted to the market-place, with a rope about my 
neck, to await the decision of the Council. All the 
Senators were assembled, and after they had given 
their votes, the judgment was dispatched to the 
Pnncefor his signature; and from him it was again 

Q 
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sent back, and publicly proda|med by a hendd, as 
follows: — 

^^ After mature consideration, we have jadged, 
and do jadge, that the proposition made by the 
gentleman Skabba^ principal courier to his Seiene 
Highness, to exclitde the fair sex from all pubUc 
employments^ cannot be received and executed 
without the greatest injury being occasicmed to tbe 
State; seeing that one half of the nation, which is 
composed of females, must necessarily, on intro- 
ducing this change, be incited to insnrrectioQ and 
rebellion, and thereby become inimical and dang^- 
ous to the Government. Moreover, we consider it 
unjust and unreasonable to deny to deserving trees 
of superior qualifications, admission to posts of 
honour; especially since it is not to be thought, that 
nature, which does nothing rashly, should, without 
design, have endowed them with so many extraor- 
dinary talents. We conceive, that in the distribu^ 
tion of appointments, the necessity of the State 
requires, that fitness and order should be more seen 
to than name. And as the country is not unfre- 
quently in want of well-qualified subjects^ we find 
it absurd, to declare at once, by edict or decree of 
the Council, the one half of the inhabitants unworthy 
and unfit for public situations, meirely on account 
of their birth. After the inost profound deliberation. 



we ne of opinion, and judge ft to be tbe law and 
jnstioey that the afaaremid Skabba should^ far kis 
prepogterom and audaciomt proposUidny 8i^^ the 
U9uat jnamhmend tohieh the iam awenrdt ni m»ch 
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The Prince was mncb oenoeraed at my miafor- 
tane; but as he was never in the habit of altering 
the decrees t^the Senate, he signed the jodgment; 
and after having Ifaereanto affixed his seal, he 
ordered it to be made public ; bat, however, with 
this oommatatiDn — that I, as mi alien, iptrho was 
born and bred in a foreign coontry, where an aeate* 
Mese of understanding is Ibciiced upon as perfec- 
ttoDy sbooid, in consideration of this, have the 
poaishment <^ death remitted. That the laws, 
hcmevefj might not, thiongh soch a noncompliance, 
liMe any thing of tiieir sacredness, I should remain 
in prison imtit the 1>egiQning'of Bii^ch*mon& ; wiien 
I, together with the other male&ctors, sbodld be 
transpoited to the firmament. 

When they had published the sentence, I was 
conveyed to gaol. Some of my friends advised me 
to protest against the judgment, on the ground, 
that there were many women and virgins among 
the judges, who had consequently judged in their 
own cause. Others thought it still more advisable 
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for me io adoiowledge n^ erroTy and enjevvow- 
toexciilpateiiiysdf OD ibe grouiid oflmiafte stnpi- 
dity, as a nafioDal defetL But to Has I was not 
to be pereoaded, oat of respect to my above-ground 
ootemporarieSy wbose dignity and rqHitatioD woold, 
by socb an acknowledgment, in no small d^;ree 
hare been lowered and stained. 

Not long after, I was given to onderstand, that 
tbe Prince biad rescdved on remitting all pnnisbment, 
provided I woold only beg pardon for my offence ;. 
notwithstanding the First Lord of the Treasniy, the 
widow Rahagna^ had opposed my bdng set at 
liberty with all her might. Bat, to tell tbe troth, I 
most acknowledge that I was not mnch displeased 
with my sentence ; for tbe oflSce which was imposed 
upon me, was more odioas to me than death, and 
I was disgusted and tired of having any longer 
interconrse with these trees, who were so inflated 
by their great store of wisdom. I hoped, notwith- 
standing, to make my fortmie in the firmament^ 
where all strangers, as I heard, were, without dis- 
tinction, well received. 



229 



CHAPTER X. 



VOYAGE to THE FIRMAMENT. 



9 

I HAVE hitherto mentioned nothing concerning 
the very wonderful banishment to the firmament, 
whichy as a punishment, is put in practice by the 
Subterraneans ; I will, therefore, here, as the ^lost 
suitable and convenient place, give the reader an 
idea of the voyage. Twice in the year some ex- 
traordinary large birds, which are called Kupakki, 
or Poat^birds^ regularly make their appearance. 
As they are in the habit of coming and going 
at certain fixed periods, the reason of these their 
punctual arrivals and departures has for a long time 
racked the brains of the subterranean naturalists. 
Some are of opinion, that certain insects, or un- 
commonly large flies, whereof at that season of 
flje year there are vast multitudes, and to which 
these birds are particularly partial, entice them 
down to the planet; and this conjecture seemed 
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to me not so very abstird. The circamstance^ 
that the birds, on the disappearance of the ffies, 
wing their flight immediately back to the firma- 
ment, puts the matter almost beyond a doabt ; and 
that the like may really happen by a certain instinct, 
is proved by the earaiDple of other birds, which at 
appointed times, without doubt for the same reasons, 
make their appearance in certain countries. Others 
believe, that these birds are trained up and exer- 
cised in such a manner, by the iahabitants of the 
firmament, that they, like falcons and other birds of 
Ibe tcbae^ may be dispatched «to other -cosntries 
to fetch booty orpiej. This opimcoi is grounded 
upon the great ^ution and dextmtj with which 
they, aft^ having periinroied (the journey or voyi^, 
•et dow;ii tii^ booty <or pae^engere upcm the 
gifound. FF0m other cht^umstaaces also, the 
Subtennneans come to the conclusion, that the 
birds must either be trained up by art, or they 
ofust be endowed with reason. Towards the 
tkKie, for example, of their takic^ their departure, 
they become so tame and fondling, that they 
mSsr nets and snares to be thrown over them, 
under which they remain |)erfectly ^iet and ahnost 
imaaoveable for th^ apace of seyeral days. During 
this time,tl^ inhabitattts feed tbeoi with the iBsecte 
whereof foiention ^ lately bj9en made, and of which 
they take care to collect beforehand a targe ^M^ ; 
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and so continue to amuse and detain them with 
this food, until everything is ready for sending 
the exiles away. The usual preparations made on 
these occasions are the following : — A kind of 
trough or oblong case is tied with rope fart to the 
snares wherein the birds are fixed. One of these 
cases is exactty large enough to contain a tree or 
man. When the time is arrived for their departure, 
and they find that they «re supplied no longer with 
insects, they soar al<^, and fly through the air to* 
Wards their home. In this manher was the wonder* 
fill travelling equipage disposed, which I and other 
prisoneiB were obliged to mak6 use oi in order to 
arrive in the other world. 

Be&ides myself, tbete were two burghers from 
Poiu, sentenced to banishment for other crimes, to 
be sent (^ at the sam^ time. One of these was a 
meta{dliysidan, who had transgressed the laws, in 
disputing concerning the essence of the Supreme 
Being, and the nature of ghosts. He had once, for 
this audacity, made an atonemeilt by undergoing 
the punishment of phlebotomy; but as he was very 
soon after foujod guilty of the same orime, he was 
oondenf&ned to be banished to the firmament. The 
other was a fanatic, who, by casting a doubt upon 
the h<dtuess df religion, and the obligatory power 
of the civil law, seemed as if he were inclined and 
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endeavouring to subvert both. He would not 
oonform to the public regulations, because all civil 
obedience, as he said, was repugnant to bis con* 
science. His friends strove, by all the means in 
their power, to persuade him to lay aside his caprice, 
representing to him how many errors chimerieal 
revelations are liable to; how often zeal, conscience, 
and divine inspiration, are confounded with density 
of blood and corrupt humours ; how absurd it is,for 
a person to appeal to his own inward convicticm ; 
and how unreasonable it is to wish to make one's 
own feelings the guide for others in what they 
ought to believe, as they might insist upon the same 
right, and set conscience in opposition to conscience. 
They proved to him, that no one who obstinately 
maintained the principle that every one should 
regulate himself according to his own caprice, 
either could or ought to enjoy the prerogative of 
a freeman, as it is the duty of every good citizen to 
obey implicitly the laws of the country; and such 
obedience a fanatic, who, in all civil affairs, makes 
his own feelings his only rule, neither will nor can 
show. But as neither representations nor proofs 
had any effect upon this fanatic, he, as an obstinate 
and incurable madman, was sent into banishment. 
Thus were there three of us destined to make the 
same voyage ; namely, a projector, a metajAysician, 
and a fanatic. 
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tn the beginning of Birch-month we were taken oat 
of prison, and condacted each to his aj^inted place. 
What became afterwards of my comrades I never 
beard ; and I had enoagh to do to take care of myself, 
¥ithoiit troabling my bead about others. As soon as 
I arrived at the place whence I was to take my de<- 
partare, I was immediately clapped into one of these 
troughs or cases, with as moch victaals as I should 
require to keep life and soul together for the space of 
some days. Very soon after, when the birds found 
that nothing more was given them to eat, they quitted 
the planet, in the manner already described, and 
flew through the air with incredible velocity. It is 
generally thought, in the subterranean regions^ that 
the distance between the planet Nazar and the 
Armament, is as mudi as five or six hundred miles : 
I cannot positively say how much time I spent on 
the way; but it seemed to me, that my atrial 
voyage lasted no longer than about four-and-twenty 
bonrs. After a pretty long and tedious silence, 
my ears were at length assailed by a confused kind 
of noise, whence I concluded that I must be near 
the land. I now remarked, that these birds were 
undoubtedly trained up; for they set down the 
case^ wherein I was packed, upon the ground, with 
so much care and so gently, that it did not receive 
the slightest damage. There crowded immediately 
around me an uncommon multitude of apes, which 
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put me into not a little fear, as these animals, diutng 
my stay upon the planet Nazar^ were continually 
my greatest torment. My surprise and amazement 
were much increased, when I beard them convermng 
together, and ^aw them advancing with measured 
step and clothes of many colours* From what I 
percebed, I concluded that these apes must be the 
inhabitants of that country ; but as nothing, after 
being accustomed to so many inccoigruous and pre- 
posterous things, ought any longer to appear tome 
novel or extraordinary, I again cheered my. sprits, 
and especisJly when I beheld them approadi and 
take me, tiieir new guest, out of the case, with all 
Hb^ courteousness, civility, and politeness^ that can 
possiUy be imagmed. So great was the oeaKsmoaj 
on this occasion, that it could hardly, by any mesms^ 
be surpassed, on the reception of the grandest 
ambassador extraordinary, or {denipotentiary, from 
the most potent monarch in our world. They placed 
themselves m a circle round me, and advanced one 
after another, each accosting me with the two words 
— Pw/ dsser ! When they had a great many times 
repeated this welcome, I at length replied to their 
salutations in the same manner ; at which they all 
burst into a most immoderate fit of laughter, and 
manifested, by their several ridiculous gestures^ the 
inward pleasure they experienced, on hearing me 
pronounce their own words. I perceived imme- 
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diatelj", that these inhabitants i^ere fickle^ giddy^ 
▼elat^e, outioos, inquisitive, and particalarlj loqna- 
dona. When they spoke, it sounded as if they 
befit on a drnm^ in so ffippant and rapid a manner 
^&i the words, at a single respiration, roU out one 
oveiT another. They were, in short, fltoroughly the 
oiqposite of the Potuites in dress, maimers, language, 
juid shape of body. They aj^peared, at first, to be 
iiia^ flurprised at my form ; but that which par^* 
iloiilarly escited tbelr wonder was, iiiat I had no 
lail; for as none among all the irrational animals 
Itttve eo ^reat a resemblance of mankind as apes, 
they would certaiidy have taken me for one of their 
ejpecies, liad I be^i adomed with that posterior 
decon^n; and the mcnreso, as they remarked, 
that all the inhabitants who had hitherto arrived 
from NagaTy were so completely unlike them- 
iiekeau 

At the time that I airived, it was everywhere 
iiigb water, in consequence of the proximity of tiie 
planet Nazar ; for, wl a maoAer similar to the ebb 
and flood with iis being attracted and raled by the 
jaotion of the moon, the oceae ki the firmament 
dses and falls in proporticHi to the planet's distance 
irom it 

Soon aftear my arrival, I was conducted to a 



2d6 



very magnificent house, the portico and hall of 
which were adorned with marble, and the rooms 
richly decorated with handsome looking-glasses, 
costly vases, and splendid carpets. At the door 
•stood a sentinel, from which I concluded that the 
occupier must be something above a common ape. 
JBe was, as I afterwards learned, neither more nor 
•less than . the burgomaster of the city. He wskb 
extremely desirous of being able to converse with 
me, and therefore engaged several masters imme- 
diately to teach me the language. As I, at the ex* 
piration of a quarter of a year, could speak it pretty 
fluently, I hoped to acquire great esteem and ad" 
miration in consequence of my uncommonly shkiing 
.abilities and excellent memory ; but my teachers 
found me so stupid, and so dull of apprehension, 
that they lost all patience, and frequently threatened 
to leave me to myself. In the same way as !, upon 
the planet Nazar, in consequence of my bright and 
fertile genius, was ironically called Skabba, or 
the abortive, I, in this place, by reason of my very 
dull and heavy capacity, got the appellation of 
Kakidoran^ which signifies stupid and hebetated; 
for those persons only are here esteemed, who can 
penetrate into, and immediately comprehend, a 
thing, and are capable of giving great loose to the 
tongue. While I was studying the ape-language, 
my landlord took me several times round in the 
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city, where I in every part observed much profusion^ 
splendor, and prodigality. It was With both danger 
and difficulty that we got through the multiplicity 
of waggons, coaches, lackeys, running-footmen, 
and apes, that swarmed in all directions. But thisi 
was nothing in comparison with the overflow and 
superabundance that prevailed in the capital, where, 
as a middle point, all the pomp and vanity which 
mortals were capable of devising or inventing, 
seemed to be concentrated. When I was com- 
pletely master of the language, my landlord 
brought me to that city; as he hoped, through so 
novel and extraordinary a present, to insinuate him- 
self into favour with a certain great senator. The 
government of that country is aristocratical ; the 
State is governed by the great Council, and all the 
senators are of the ancient nobility. They who 
are of mean extraction, can never hope to obtaiit 
any employment or post higher than that of head- 
borough, city registrar, or recorder of a small town 
or province. Now and then they push the mattet 
90 far, as to get themselves appointed burgo- 
masters; but, in such cases, particularly dis- 
tinguished worth and merit are indispensable re- 
q^sites. Through such means, my landlord had 
obtained his mayoralty ; for he possessed so pro- 
lific a brain, that in the space of one month, he 
excogitated no less than eight-and-twenty projects ; 
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and altiioagh none oi tbem were so contrnred or 
disposed, that the execation thereof could in the 
smallest degree be of any benefit to the State, thef 
nevertheless famished proofs of that fertility of 
genias, by which he had raised himself to so great 
a dignity ; since, in the whde subtemmean woild^ 
projectors are nowhere so highly esteemed as lliey 
are here. 

l*be capital of the repnblic is called Mardma^ 
from which the whole country takes its name^ Tb& 
situation of it is charming, the baiiangs magniiicentf 
it enjoys a great deal of trade, and pos^^asas an 
admirable naval establishment. In point of siate, 
and the number of its inhabitants, it seemed, as &r 
as I was able to jndge, to be in no wise inferior to 
Paris. The crowd in the streets and lanes was 
so great, that we were obliged to fight our way 
through with our fists and sticks^ in order io reach 
that side of the city where the president dwelt, to 
whom my landlord, the burgomaster, intended to 
make a present of me. Haying at length arrived 
in the vicinity of that gentleman's house, my land* 
lord went into an inn for the purpose of arranging 
his dress, that he might appear before his Kx<* 
cellency arrayed in a proper and becoming man- 
ner. There flocked immediately around him a 
whole host of servants, who are called Maskaiti, or 
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decorators, whom every body is in the btibit of 
employing previous to entering any of the senators' 
palaces. These servants brush the clothes, take 
out any stains there may be upon them, and, 
with a wonderful dexterity, put everything imme- 
diatdy, that is in the least wise deranged, even to 
the folds of the coat, again into the most perfect 
order. One of these MaskaiH ran directly to the 
burgomaster, drew his sword from the scabbard, 
and pcdished it very bright. Another busied him- 
self at the same time vdth tying knots of ribbon of 
various colours round his tail ; for nothing in the 
world seems to be of so much importance to these 
apes as the adorning of this part of their bodies. 
There were senators, and especially the wives of 
senatore, who, on highdays and holidays, were not 
i^le to adorn their tails for a less sum than a 
thousand rix-doUars of our money. The third 
MatkaiH had a pair of compasses, with which he 
measured the clothes, in order to ascertain whether 
cfveiy part possessed its due and proper symmetry. 
The fourth attended with a bottle of kalydor, for the 
improvement of the complexion. The fifth passed his 
foet in review, and cut his corns in a very clever and 
churopedistical manner. The sixth brought scented 
water, vrith which he besprinkled tiie burgomaster 
from head to foot ; — and, in short, this one wiped 
him with a towel, that put the curls of his hair 
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into order, while another held a looking-glass before 
him ; and all this took place with the saine care, 
exactness, and attention, that a geometrician in 
Europe is accustomed to observe in measuring and 
colouring his maps. Lord save xrs ! thought I to my« 
self ; if so much care and pains be necessary, for the 
smoothing, fashioning, painting, and polishing the 
gentlemen, what time and expense will there not 
be applied in the ornamenting of the ladies ! And 
certain it is, that the females of MarHniUy in this 
respect, are not at all restrained within moderate 
bounds ; but they, on the contrary, by means of 
so many paints and washes, endeavour to conceal 
their bodily imperfections in such a way, that, on 
approaching them, the nose is always compelled 
to atone for the pleasure of the eyes. For when 
jthe sweat and other cutaneous oozings get mingled 
with the paints and scented waters, it may be com- 
pared with the effect produced by a cook in mixing 
many kinds of soup together ; — we know not of 
what the medley smells, we only know that it smells 
most noisomely offensive. 

My landlord being polished, frizzled, painted, 
and adorned, in the manner already described,^ 
he took me, attended only by three servants, to the 
president's palace. A s soon as he entered the ante- 
chamber, he pulled off his shoes, that he might not 
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staki the marble floor. He was obliged to wait^ 
in this condition, a full hour before his arrival wa^ 
announced ; and even then he did not gain admit-^ 
tance until he bad made some few small acknow* 
ledginents, whereby a person in this country is 
necessitated to ingratiate himself with the servants^ 
The President was seated on an elevated, hand- 
somely gilt chair. On beholding my landlord and 
myself enter the room, he burst into an immoderate 
fit of laughing, and then put to us so many silly and 
frivolous questions, that the perspiration started 
from my forehead in large drops. At every an- 
swer — 



Ay, even before the answer half was given, 



He laugh'd as if his monkey-sides he would have riven. 

I opined, since the State had elected such a fool 
for its president, — or even vice-president, — of the 
great council, that madness must here be looked 
upon as merit, and this idea I communicated to my 
landlord. But he assured me that this was a 
man who was generally acknowledged to possess 
very extraordinary and distinguished talents; and 
whose superior genius was manifest enough to 
everybody, from the innumerable occupations, of 
entirely different natures, which he, at so youthful an 
age, was capable of managing. His comprehension 

R 
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waa so extiaordinarily quick, that be, wbOat aft 
table with his glass in bis band, not only decided 
Uie most important affEors, but also, daring diuier 
and sn];^)er, used to write a now ordinance between 
e^ery law or statute. I took tbe liberfy of asking, 
bow long sacb an ordinance osoally continned 
valid ? ^' In general," answered my landlord, ^ .as 
long as nntil tbe cooncil tbinks proper to r^)eal it^' 

Wben his Exoellepq^ had been babbling with 
me for abont half an boor, and bad soflTered bis 
tcMigue to run with the ^ame glilniess as we are ac- 
costomed to find in that of an European barber, be 
tamed to my landlord and said, that he woald take 
me as one of his servants, smce he had perceived, 
by my very slow conception, that I most have been 
bom 

Ib Stnpidity^s land, where my tators were asses. 
And where dull apprehension for devemess passes; 

and that I was conseqaently disqualified for every 
important employment. ^^ I have also clearly 
enough," said my landlord, ^^ perceived in him a 
certain innate sluggishness ; but if he only have 
time allowed to consider a little within himself, be 
judges of a matter by no means so foolishly." 
" Yes, but of what service is that ?" answered the 
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President ; ^* here we want adroit people in office; 
as the multiplicity of basiness admits of no tardiness 
dt delay." When be bad ottered these words, he 
began attentively to examine my bodily strength, 
and commanded me to lift a tolerably heavy weight 
from the floor. As I did this without any particular 
trouble, he smd — ^* Nature, which has been so 
sparing in regard to the faculties of your mind, has 
compensated yon in this manner, by granting you 
corporeal power." I was then ordered to withdraw, 
and remain a few minutes on the outside, where 
I was received by the servants with all possible 
politeness ; but at the same time was wofully 
importuned by their incessant chattering and ridi- 
culous grimaces* They put so many questions to 
me respecting our world, that I was at last com- 
pletely at a loss what answer to make : and not- 
withstanding I invented many things in my per- 
fdexity, still I could not satisfy their curiosity. At 
length my landlord returned, and informed me that 
it had pleased bis Excellency to admit me among 
his attendants. From the preliminary discourse of 
the President, I was able in some measure to judge, 
that tbe appointment I had obtained was not of 
very great importance ; conjecturing, that it must 
either be that of porter or major-domo ; but on 
asking my landlord what the office really was, he 
answered me — " His Excellency, as a particular 

r2 
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mark of favour, has appointed you his principal 
chairman, with a yearly salary of five-and-twenty 
StercokUeSy (a iSl^cofa^ in ifar^nta is equivalent 
to. about two rixrdollars,) and besides has promised, 
that you shall not perform this service to any other 
than himself and her Ladyship, his spouse." This 
answer was a thunder-clap to me. I represented 
to my landlord, in the most pathetic and forcible 
manner, bow unjust it was to appoint a free-born 
being, descended from the human race, to such an 
employipent ; but the servants, who flocked arpund 
me in troops, and were near killing me with their, 
extravagant congratulations, interrupted my dis- 
course. As all Mariinians are giddy, trifling, and 
talkative, they never think for an instant of what 
they have uttered, and keep their tongues incessantly 
running. I was at length conducted !iuto a small 
apartment, in which stood the supper^ready served 
up; and, after partaking of a moderate repast, I re- 
tired to the chamber destined to be mylodging-roora. 

I got immediately into bed ; but, on account of 
the commotion in my mind, I was not able once to 
close my eyes. At the haughtiness with which 
these apes regarded me I grew almost frantic, and 
it actually required a Spartan patience to put up 
with this derision. I bemoaned my unhappy fate, 
which appeared now much harder than when on the 
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planet Nazar^ saying to myself—** If the great 
Kadokiy Lord Chancellor in the principality of 
Potu^ were to come here, this most excellent and 
worthy man, who requires a whole month to make 
a decree, would hardly be taken any notice of. 
And how would matters go with Palmka in this 
country, where the senators compose laws and 
couch them in writing over the bottle?" After 
serious reflection, I was convinced that I had quitted 
the land of wise men, and was arrived in the abode 
of fools. Wearied out with these considerations, I 
fell at length into a profound sleep. How long I 
enjoyed this repose, I am not able exactly to say, 
as there is here no difference betwixt day and night. 
It is never dark, excepting at a certain time, when 
the planet Nazar comes between the firmament 
and the subterranean sun, which is thereby eclipsed. 
These obscurations are very remarkable, as the 
planet Nazar y which in its orbit passes pretty near 
the firmament, covers entirely with its shadow the 
disc of the sun. In consequence of the continual 
shining of this bright luminary, there is here no 
change of seasons. The inhabitants have, therefore, 
a variety of contrivances ; as, for example, shady 
groves, refreshing walks, and caves below the 
ground, to shield them firom the oppressive and 
unpleasant heat. 
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' I was just awake, when an ape, who called him- 
self my colleague, entered my room, having in his 
band some ribbon and a false tail, which he very 
dexterously adjusted to my posteriors, to give me 
. as much as possible the appeloance of the other 
ape9. He tben told me to hold myself in readiness, 
as the Presid^it, in the course of half an hour, was 
to be caiTied to^tbei Academy ; to which he, togdber 
with all the other abators, was invited to a public 
programma. It was a doctor's promotion, whidi 
was ftppotnted to take place at fourteen o'clock in 
the forenoon. I must here remark, that although 
there Is no difference betwixt the days and nights, 
the latter being always light, the former are never- 
theless divided, with the help of dock-work or 
sand-glasses, into certain hours, half hours, and 
quarters, so that the day and night contain two-and- 
twenty Martinian hours. If it should ever so hap- 
pen, that all the clocks of the town at once stood 
still, it would be impossible for the inhabitants to 
know how the time went, until they got them again 
regulated according to those of some other place ; 
for sun-dials they have none, nor can they ever 
have any, because, the sun being always In the 
z^ith, and the rays consequently falling perpen- 
dicularly, there is no shadow ; and where there is 
a well dug, it is light all over. The year is deter- 
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mined accofding to the course of the planet tidzaty 
whidi goed Tonnd the snti in jast one half of flie 
time that the firmament doefi. 

• At fourteen o'cldi^, we carried bis Excell^lejr 
in a gilt sedan-^chair to the Academy. On enter- 
ing the auditory, we beheld several doctors and 
magisters seated in methodic^ order. Ad his 
Excellency passed, each rose fiom his seat and 
turned his tail towards bim. This is considered a 
mmk of respect ; and for this reason so much care 
is taken to ornament their tails. These inverted 
salutations naturally appeared to me very absurd 
and ridiculous ; for the turning of the back upod a 
person, is a mark, with us, of indifference and c^n^ 
tempt: but every country has its manners. Tte 
afore-m^itioned doctors and magisters w^e sitting 
OD both sides of the auditory ; and at the farthest 
end, directly facing the bar, \^as a pulpit, wherein 
be who was to take his degree was standing. Pie^ 
vious to the act of promotion, a disptitation was set 
op, of the fc^lowing title : — Physical Inaugural 
DtsseriaHan^ wherein the most important proposi- 
Hon^Wkeiker the Humming and Buzzing Noise 
sf FUes and other Insects^ be mack udtk their 
Mouths or their Rumps ? — ^was exposed to considera- 
tion and demonstrated. The President had under- 
taken to support the first opinion ; but his opponents 
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disputed it with so much wanptb, that it was feared 
that this wrangling would at last terminate in a 
sanguinary fray ; to whidi it certainly would hate 
come, had not the council risen, and with its au- 
thority damped the . out-breaking quarrel. During 
the dispiitation, there was a continual playing upon 
flutes. The musicians managed the course of the 
debate, by sounding, in order to animate the dis- 
putants,, when they began to flag, hard and violent 
notes ; and when theii: rage was getting to too hi^ 
a pitch, soft and encfaantuig hHies were sent forth 
from the instruments, by whidi it was immediately 
appeased. Very firjequently, however, such-like 
means have no effect. For it is difficult to let 
one's-self be directed when matters of importance 
are treated on ; of which we have sufficient proofs in 
our world, where the disquisition and demonstration 
of intricate and complex propositions put the blood 
into a no less state of ebullition. In the mean while, 
this quarrel, which at one time assumed an ap- 
pearance of murder and bloodshed, terminated with 
mutual eulogies and congratulations, in the same 
manner as in our Academies, where, according to an 
anciently-allowed-of custom, the President always 
quits the rostrum victoriously. 

The disputation being ended, the act of promo- 
tion took place with the following ceremonies :— The 
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ban<Udate was seated on the floor in the centre of 
the auditory^ where tiiree vergers, or officers of the 
-Academy, advanced with measured step, and threw 
over- him a pail of water ; they then perfumed him 
with incense, and gave him a diuretic, an emetic, 
and a cathartic. This they performed with all pos- 
sible solemnity and reverence ; and then bowing 
down their heads, they procHaimed him a worthy 
asd : lawfully created doctor. As I was extremely 
astooisfaed at these strange and [extraordinary 
ceremohies, I tamed to a learned ape, who was 
standing by my side, and asked him the significa- 
ticm of what I beheld. He pitied my gross igno- 
rance and said, that the water, incense, emetic, &c, 
signified, ^that he should be cleansed from all the old 
stains and imparities belonging to the commonalty, 
before he entered on his new and exalted way of 
life. On hearing this, I was much provoked at my 
own stupidity, and, filled with admiration, I ventured 
not to ask another question, in order that it might 
not be observed that I had never till then been 
among decent people. 

9 ' 

The ceremony being now ended, an alarm was 
sounded, of drums, fifes, and trumpets. The new^ 
doctor left the auditory in a green gowUj with a belt 
round bis body, and was followed home by the 
whole learhediroop: but as he was bnlyof com- 
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mon extraction, he was not carried in a seicbiiy but 
drawn in a cart, by two running-footmra dressed 
in long kirtles, the wrcNog side before. The so- 
lemnity terminated, as usual, with fi sumptooos 
banquet, at wliicb aU the guests got coc^j^letely 
drunk ; for tbey partook so freely of the bottle, 
that the greatest part of them were carried borne 
in a state of intoxication, and wete for some days 
after obliged to take medicine in order to get them- 
selves to rights Again ; so that through the ^hule 
drama there was nothing performed, from the be^ 
ginning to the end; but what was p^ectly soteno ; 
and I can affirm, that I have never witnessed a> more 
regular academical promotion, or se^n a caadidate 
(admitted to a doctor's degree in a more la^fiil 
manner, in our world. 

In their courts of justice they decide matters with 
wonderful celerity ; so that I really could not suffi- 
ciently admire the easy and quick comprehension 
which is peculiar to this people. Very often tiie 
judges rise long before the advocates have done 
speaking, and come to a decision so quickly, and 
with so much elegance of language and gracefiil- 
ness of manner, that it is quit^ a pleasure to hear 
and behold them. I used frequently to attend these 
courts, in order to acquire a knowledge of the 
Martinian mode of legal procedure. In the he* 
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giimtngy the verdicts appeared to me always 
just and grounded on natural equity ; but on closer 
ODDsideration, I found them so unjust, fooliedi, and 
contradictory, that I would much rather let the 
issue of a cause depend on the ciast of a die, than 
leave it to the decision of the judges of Me^Uma. 
Respecting the laws I can say nothing, on account 
of the mutability to which they eu-e subject ; for 
Ixyth the law and equity of the country are here 
yearly altered, in the same manner as old fashions 
are abolished and new ones introduced, so that 
many are punished for actions which were not pro- 
hibited when they committed them. For this reason, 
appeals are made from the lower to the higher 
courts, as it is hoped, that during the course of the 
prdcess the law applicable to their case may be 
repealed. This fault arises from the too hasty 
manner in which tiiese laws are drawn up. Add 
t6 - this, that this nation has so great a relish for 
^everything which is novel, that it is disgusted even 
with the ' most beneficial laws and regulations, as 
«oon as they become old. I observed the same 
fiddeness in regard to their dress and omammits. 

The advocates are here very highly esteemed 
fer their subtle manner of disputing. There are 
some, who Itnow how to manage matters so 
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well, and to extricate their clients from the greatest 
difiScnlties, that they never undertake any other 
than doubtful and unjust causes, in order to prove 
their iaddresSy and to show how ingeniously they 
can change black into white. The judges are glad 
to see an unjust cause defended with subtilty and 
acuteness ; and provided the process be only con- 
ducted with every formality, they are perfectly 
satisfied. On such occasions, they are accustomed 
to say — " We see and know that the cause is 
unjust, but since it is defended with so much skill 
and legal ingenuity, we cannot omit, in considera- 
.tion of the barrister's assiduity and diligence, to 
swerve a little from the rule of justice.'* 

The doctors of laws give instructions in their 
science at diflferent prices, according to the nature 
of the case. Those, for example, who teaohhow 
to plead and gain unjust causes, receive twenty 
stercolates ; and those, on the contrary, who teach 
the pleading of just causes, take only ten. The 
formalities of the law are so many and so tediously 
prolix, that a person, through the prodigious num- 
ber of laws and ordinances, accumulated one upon 
another, can never come to the bottom of this 
science; for. in consequence of the extraordinary 
acuteneiss, quickness of apprehension, and penetra- 
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tion, of the MarUnianSy they nauseate everjrthing 
that is simple and perspicaoos, and have only a relish 
for that which is subtle^ intricate^ and confused. 

The same holds good in respect to their religion, 
which is by no means practical, but merely specu- 
lative. Thus have they two hundred and thirty 
different opinions as to what form is to be as- 
cribed to the Almighty; and three hundred and 
ninety-six regarding the nature and properties of 
the souL The i/arAmaws never go to church, or 
into any theological college, for the purpose of 
bearing anything instructive or edifying, or to learn 
how to live and end their days correctly; but 
merely to hear with what ability and acuteness of 
judgment the religious orators express themselves. 
The more unintelligible the compositions are, the 
more are they eulogized ; for the Martinians listen 
to no discourse with pleasure, unless it be incom- 
prehensible. 

They concern themselves not so much about 
the subject, as about the words ; and their orators 
aim more at. the use of elegant phrases and inven- 
tive; and elaborate turns, than at well-grounded 
ratiocination and well-perpended proofs : striving, 
merely by harmonious periods, to tickle the ear, and 
:gain the approbation and attention, of the audience. 
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I tbeTefore ventured not to mention a sylfable here 
regarding the Christian religion ; the doctrines of 
which are distinguished bjr evident simplicity, and 
plain and anembellished tmth. 

The repute in which projectors stand in this 
place, sorpasses all description; and the more 
preposterous and impracticable a proposal is, the 
surer it is of meeting with general iqiprob^om 
As I was once talking with a certain ape codceming 
the nature &ad properties of the earth, and told him 
that its surface was inhabited, the idea immediately 
struck him to dig through the shell of it,, and pave a. 
way to the super-terrestrial people. He delivered 
in his proposal, which was everywhere approved of, 
and shortly after a Supra-terraneoua Trading 
Company was established, to which tiie inhabitants 
flocked in great numbers, and contended with each 
other in buying up the shares. But as everjrthing, 
through this commotion, got into disorder and con- 
fusion, and several families, by holding these shares, 
were reduced to the utmost want, it was at length 
seen, that the project was absurd, and the under- 
taking was consequently abandoned. Notwith- 
standing the injury and loss which this plan had 
brought upon the country, the projector not only 
received no punishment, but, on the contrary, on 
account of his greatness and confidence in himself, 
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W88 ererywbere loaded with praise ; for the Mctr- 
Hniana are accustomed to say oh snch occasions — 

If the result has tamed out sad, 
The idea was still not bad. 

As I had thoroughly studied the character of this 
nation, I was bent upon profiting by its weakness, 
in order to bring myself into notice in the country, 
tiiat I mi^ in some way or other better my con- 
dition. On examining the constitution of the 
State, I discovered in it several errors and defects : 
I fiHUid, in particular, that they had too many artists, 
and too few craftsmen. I therefore handed in a 
proposition for establishing more mechanics for 
file public b^iefit. But all proposals oS that nature 
only excited laughter and contempt among this 
Taii^ frivolous, and haughty people, who found 
pleasure only in trifles and toys. 

I was much offended at my own stupidity, and 
thought to myself, Thou art indeed an arch-block- 
bead, and deservest to remain a sedan-chair- 
borse until the day kA thy death ! I, however, never 
snflfeped my courage to sink ; and as I perceived 
that I effected nolliing by beneficial projects, I de- 
termined on trying whether, by means of an ab- 
surd and useless invention, I might not be enabled 
to make my fortune. I made known my design to 
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a Tery discreet ahd jadidous ape, who oiooiun^^ed 
me with tbese words — 

A things recommended, which the neck may endanger. 
But racks not the hrains, then it surely will take ; 
The more if s absurd, take my word, as a stranger, 
That by it your fortune you surely win make. 

He cited examples of many, who, by mere gew- 
gaws and childr^i's plajrthings,— ^ebpecially by 
introdacing new fashi6ns,--4Kad got into . greilt 
&voar with the nation. I tbierefore immediatdy 
resolved on being mad with the mad ; and for tbife 
pnrpose, with carefiil and attentive examinatioilf I 
passed in review all the useless contrivances and 
preposterous inventions which I recollected in 
Enrope. After mature consideration; my dboice 
fell upon those ornaments for the head Which we 
call Ferriwigs. I perceived, that the country 
abounded in goats, of the hair of whidi I con- 
ceived it possible to make these wisdom-holding 
coifs ; and as my step-father, of blessed memory, 
had followed this profession, I was able, in a case 
of necessity, to work in a bungling manner a little 
at the business. I then set about and made a wig 
of goat's hair, thsit fitted myself, and in this orna- 
ment I appeared before his Excellency the Presi- 
dent. He was much surprised at this novel ;and 
uncommon sight, asked me what it meant, took it 
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off my head, put it on his own, and ran straight to 
the looking-glass to see how it became him. He 
was so highly delighted at seeing himself with this 
Attire on his head, that he exclaimed in eectasy :— 
*^ Divine! A perfect image of the gods J** and 
sent for her Ladyship, his wife, to participate in his 
joy. She, who was not less glad on this occasion 
than himself, embraced and kissed him, and assured 
him that she had never in her life seen him look 
half so handsome ; in which opinion all the inmates 
and domestics of course agreed. His Excellency then 
turning to me, exclaimed : — ^^ O Kakidoran ! if thi$ 
invention of yours only please the Senate as much 
as it pleases me, you may fully rely upon receiving 
an honourable reward from tlie State." I most 
humbly thanked his Excellency, and delivered to 
him soon after, a petition, which I entreated him to 
lay before the Senate, wherein I expatiated on the 
excellence of my invention in the following style r-r- 

** To their Excellencies, the most high-born and 
illustrious, right honourable, right noble, dis- 
cerning, discriminating, very judicious, and 
most learned Senators ;— 

** The natural inclination which I have always 
felt of proving myself of service to the State, and 
of effecting something for the general advantage, 

s 
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has prompted me to invent and fabricate a new, 
and hitherto entirely waiknowny cover far the heacL, 
which I herewith most humbly present, and sub- 
mit to the inspection, examination, and judgment, 
of your moQt illustrious, enlightened, and right 
honoarable.Selves, in Council assenabled ; not doubt- 
ing that -the same will be graciously received — 
iespecially as the invention aims at the ornament, 
honour, and glory, of the nation, and will prove to 
the whole world, that as much as the renowned 
MarKniana are distinguished among all the nations 
in the universe for their superior virtues and facul- 
ties of the mind, just as much do they surpass all 
others in dress ^nd exterior ornaments, which give 
to the person both dignity and grandeur. I a£Srm 
solemnly, that in no respect have I in view either 
profit or emolument, and tlierefore desire not the 
smallest reward for my labour; being perfectly 
satisfied with having, to the best of my abilities, 
contributed to the public benefit and the honour of 
the State. If, however, the illustrious and very 
judicious Council should, in its wisdom, find that my 
feeble efforts are deserving of reward, I shall with 
gratitude and joy accept of a favour, which will 
show the world at large its distinguished liberality, 
and will encourage others to strive at similar or 
finer inventions of art. Solely from that considera- 
tion, I will not oppose the gratuity and beneficence 
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of tfae illoatiioti? and very judicicMis CoudcU, aivd oC 
tfae genooas peqde of Martinia. Recoxmn^pdjgQi^ 
myself to the favour and benevolence of the moBJ^ 
^aUghtened and illaetrioiua Smators, 

** I remain. 
With the most profound reverence, 
^ lie right honourable and right noble Council's 
most huq^ble and most obedient Seirant, 

'' Kakuxuian." 

^ Martinia, the 7th of the Month of Ajitrair 

H]3 Excellency thp President took this pet^tion^ 
together with the wig, to the Senate with him* I 
was informed, that all other business intended for 
that day was postponed, so very busy was the 
Council in examining this new invention. When 
the motion was made for a division, they almost 
simultaneously and unanimously bestowed great 
encomiums on the invention, declared the work to be 
a mMer-^piece, and adjudged a reward to the 

modest and disinterested artist. In ttie whole 

■ ■ ' ■ ' • ... 

Council there were only three Senators who opposed 
it ; but they fell, in consequence, into ill repute, 
and were condemned as ignorant, void of taste, 
^oid ijLseless members. 

As soon as the resolution was passed, I was called 
^p in^o the Pouncil-chamber. On my entering, 

s2 
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an old ape rose from bis seat, and after having' 
ibanked me in the name of the whole republic, and 
announced to me that my work should be rewarded 
according to its merits, asked me bow much time- 
I required for making such an ornament for the 
head ? I answered him, that I considered myself 
amply and sufficiently rewarded, in finding that 
my invention and workmanship had met with the 
approbation of so great a personage as himself, and 
that of the whole Senate ; and that I would engage 
to make, in the course of two days, another periwig 
like that ; and further, that if they would allow 
me the help of some apes who were accustomed 
to handiwork, I would, within a month, furnish 
periwigs to the whole city. 

But the President, on hearing this, became very 
red, and exclaimed with much vehemence — " Qoi 
forbid, my dear Kakidoran^ that this ornament 
should be in general use in the whole city, and, in 
consequence of being worn by every one, without 
distinction, should become common ! It is neces- 
sary that the nobility possess something by which 
they may be distinguished from the commonalty." 
All the most eminent and respectable members 
concurred with him in opinion, and the superinten- 
dent of police was charged to look to the observance 
of this resolution of the Senate, that the nobility, by 
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too general a ase of periwigs, might not lose any- 
thing in their privileges, nor so excellent an orna* 
ment be polluted by the common people. But 
this interdiction had the same effect as all orders 
Hiat are issned in regard to difference of rank and 
extravagance are wont to have, — ^the commonalty 
was so much the more eager to infringe it As 
everybody was highly delighted with this oma-. 
ment, the opulent citizens, partly through the 
influence of their friends, and partly by means of 
money, obtained titles or patents of nobility ; so that 
within a short period half of the town was ennobled. 
As applications from the provinces poured in after- 
wards so quickly one upon another, the Council at 
length thought it the most advisable to repeal this 
interdiction, and allow every one, without distinc- 
tion, to wear a periwig. I had, therefore, the 
pleasing satisfaction of seeing the whole of the Mar- 
tinian nation bemgged before I left the country. 
And verily a person can hardly imagine to himself 
what a droll and ludicrous sight it was to see 
these apes with periwigs on their heads ! The 
whole nation made so much of this invention, that 
a pew, chronology was in consequence introduced ; 
and ff om that time, according to the Martioian 
annals, begins the Age of Periwigs. 

With regard to myself, I was loaded with eulogies 
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^nd panegyrics, covered With a pttrple xobe, aftd 
bbiine feom the Seii^te-hbirtte ih thfe Presid6hf« 
dedan-ciiait ; so ffatat thb same chairmiab, who tiM 
ife Mely beeh my comrade, ^via6 now obligeA to be 
day horse. Prorii fliat day foi^ard I tfflto^ cttd- 
stahtly lat his Etcellehcy*s own table. Aftfer IWd 
jittering ptelude to my fortune, I cotntnibihided ftie 
Work which I had promised, and fnade^ with the 
haStp 6f Qi6 feltow-workm^ whom they sent to ttw^, 
Wiihib a ghoft tittie, ks many petiwigtt ad W^ 
r6qa!t^ fot this whole Senate ; who, after the Tapsi^ 
of a month, during whi6h time I wa£» m a C^ontinnfal 
fitew, caused to be delivered to the a patent of 
nobility t)f the following t^nour : — 

** In consideration of the very excellent invention, 
which is likely to prove highly beneficial to the 
State, and With which Kakidoran, bom in the 
town of Hurope^ has obliged the Martinian nation, 
we have resolved to raise him to the ranis of Ao- 
bility ; so that he, and his posterity for ever, shall be 
loolsed upon as true and lawful noblemen, and eftjoy 
all the prerogatives, privileges, and rights, which the 
nobility of Martinia is in possession of. Further, 
we have resolved to honour him with a new nami^ ; 
so that he, from this day, shall no longer be called 
Kakidorarij but Kakidorian, Moreover, as his 
hew dignity will occasion a more expensive way of 



life, we give and grant unto him a yearly pension 
of itoo hundred paktresy to support his rank in a 
manner suitable to, and becoming, the character of 
a Martinian nobleman.-^Given and passed at the 
Senate-houde in Martinia^ the fourth Akj of the month 
of Merian^ under the Great Seal of th6 Couneil." 

Thus, from a miserable chairman, I became 
suddenly metamorphosed into a celelnrated nobler 
man, and lived a long time in splendour and honour. 
As it soon got wind that I was in {)articnlar favour 
with the President, every one was courting my good- 
wHl and protection. The gross flattery and fulsome 
adulation of these people went so far, that they 
made odes and hymnis about me by scores, wherein 
th6y ascribed virtues to me ^ which I had not 
the most distant idea. Many, although they knew 
well enough that I was born in a World entirely 
ui^own to thetn, w^re not scrupulous at making 
my genealogical table, and tracing my family back 
throng nuioierous generations^ even up to this 
earliest times mentioiied ila fable. But this I did 
nol pfeorticularly relish; for I do not consider it 
altogether «o very honourable to be descended 
from apes. And further, as it was the fashion 
among the Marttnians to cry up the tails of quality. 
Well nigh in the same manner as the poets with us 
ei^ the beauty of the females, several of the 
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rhymers, in order to ingratiate themselves with me, 
celebrated the extraordinary beanty of my tail, not- 
withstanding I had none. To sum up in a few 
words : their creeping, cringing, and fawning, were 
carried to such an extremity, that a certain man of 
tolerably high rank, whose name, out of respect to 
his family, I shall forbear to mention, was not 
ashamed to offer me his wife to enjoy in every way 
I pleased, on condition that I, as a remuneration, 
should recommend him to the notice of his Elxcel- 
lency the President. 

This vile creeping and dissembling, to which the 
whole of the nation is addicted, render it quite 
impossible for any one to endure to read the Mar- 
tinian annals ; since they contain scarcely anything 
else than pitiful and fulsome adulations and pane- 
gyrics, notwithstanding they are written in a style 
that is terse and elegant. On this account, the 
country produces much better poets than historians. 
It is quite certain, and a thing admitted, that there 
is no place in the world that abounds in so many 
sublime poets as this, which is attributable to the 
uncommonly strong imaginative faculty of the Mar- 
tvfiians, 

I enjoyed here, for the most part, very good 
health, although the heat, by reason of the continual 
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presence of the sun, was rather oppressive. I lay 
once sick of a burning fever, which was, however, 
bat of short duration; and I must acknowledge, 
that the doctor who visited me was much more 
intolerable than the disease itself, in consequence of 
the incessant loquacity which is peculiar to this 
people. The first time that he paid me a visit, I 
was not able to refrain from laughing ; and seeing 
that it was the same person who had lately taken 
off my , beard, I asked him how it came to pass 
that he was so quickly metamorphosed from a 
shaver into a Doctor Medidna ? He answered me, 
that he lived by both these professions. On hear- 
ing thatj I was somewhat scrupulous about trust- 
ing my life in such a poly-histor's hands, and told 
him that I would rather have a doctor who devoted 
himself entirely to the science of physic ; but he 
asstired me, positively, that such a person was 
hot to be found in the whole city. I saw myself 
therefore necessitated to take him. The extraordi- 
nary hurry in which he appeared to be, excited my 
astdnishment in no small degree; for no sooner 
bad he prescribed a draught for me, than he went 
away, saying that, on account of other avocations, 
he had not time, to stay any longer with me. I 
asked him what other occupations he had, which 
were so pressing ? He replied, that at that 
hour he must go and perform his ordinary occupa- 
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tion in an rnrerio)r Court of Justice, to which he 
was clerk. This custom bf having so many irons 
in the fire was, as I observed, ev^rywhtere comnioik 
throughout the cotlntry, Where no on)^ is badc- 
wiaitl in undertaking various ^mpMyihaits of 
an entirely opposite nature.. This self-confidence 
lis grounded lipM that qnickneiss of intellect which 
enables them to execute everything with such won- 
derful celerity. But, from the many errors and 
blunders whiich were here daily comihitted, I was 
fully convinced that these bright geniuses are of 
more ornament liian benefit to a Statd, ' 

When I had resided iii the country for the space 
of about two years — in the beginning as Chmrman^ 
and afterwards as a Nobleman — an entirely uhex- 
pected event occurred, which had nearly given me 
the finishing stroke. I had hitherto stood particu- 
larly high in favour in his Excellency's house ; and 
especially her Ladyship, the President's wife, had 
always sbowh me so much kindness, that I seemed 
to be the first among all her favourites. She had 
often deighisd to speak with me in secret : and 
although she appealed to find exti'aordinary pleasure 
m my cotnpany, ^h)^ n'eveitheles^ obseTvled so nkuch 
caution^ resetve^ land modesty in her discouts^, that 
t could do ho other than look upon the favours which 
she ^owed me in the most innocent light ; not 
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dhfertaining fhe least snepicion that the sotlrce of 
all this civility viA politehess was an indecent and 
highly tinbecoming propensity — especially in a lady 
Who was distinguished among the female apes as 
limch ft)t her virtues as for her noble descent. But 
after 'i^bme time had elapsed, i&h imabignity in her 
words cadsed me to entertain a very different 
opinion ; jwifticiularly When I rettiarkc^d, 

Tbtt g Dmetii iidfl^ when with sweet and pleasing smile, 
Whose brightness would by tears become obscured, 
She gazed at me in silence ; and the while 
I saw the anguish that her soul endured, 
An^ mlffk^d the palpitations of her breast, 
WhA;h, pre^gHant with disquiet, beat so high, 
AAd Whidi with ttonUes seemM to be oppressM, 
S^kiitg relief in many ft bitter sijg^h. 
; And sometimes would, upon her beauteous face, 
. In sweet suflfusion, hang the moming^red ; 
The lily^s paleness then away would chase 
The rosy hue, that on her cheek was spread : 
Atid she, while struggling with an overwhelming pain, 
By turns grew red, then pale, then red, then pale again. 

All that I had conjectured, became at length, on 
iieceivlfig the following note> brought by a waitihg- 

IvbutHUi, A ^rfect C6fi*taihty •: — 

J .. ■ 

« M6rt beloved KUkidorim ! 
'* Tife OHDhscidnisneds of ^hat I owe to my tank 
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and exalted birth, and the bashiulness that is^ 
nataral to my sex, have hitherta prevented the 
sparks of love, which have smouldered in my bosom,- 
from bursting forth into an open flame. Bat I 
am faint and weary with struggling, and my heart 
can no longer withstand the fascinating enemy. 
Have compassion on a female, from whom only 
the highest degree of ardent love could have 
extorted this confession. 

** PTABNUaA." 

I am not able to describe how wondrously I 
kept myself within bounds, on the occasion of this 
unexpected declaration of love. But as I con- 
sidered it better to expose myself to the revenge of a 
fiirious and disappointed lady, than to commit a sin 
which was repugnant to nature, by a shameful 
commerce with a being that was not of the same 
species as myself, I immediately wrote an answer, 
which, as near as I can recollect, was of the follow- 
ing tenour : — 

" Most gracious Lady ! 
" The constant good will which his Excellency 
your husband has shown towards me ; the benefits 
which he, without my meriting them, has bestowed 
upon me ; the moral impossibility of complying 
with your gracious request ; and innumerable 
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other reasons, which I shall not name; hav^ 
induced me to expose myself to the wrath and dis- 
pleasnre of your Ladyship, rather than consent to an^ 
action which would stigmatize me as the most 
ungratefal and the basest of all the biped race. 
Besides, that which is desired of me, is worse to 
me than death ; and the affair, were I to yield to it, 
would redound to the dishonour and disgrace of one 
of the most illustrious families in the State ; and 
my compliance would injure that person who 
requested it, far more than any other. I must here 
declare, most gracious Lady, with the most solemn 
assurance, that although I can by no means, in that 
respect, comply with your Ladyship's desires, I 
nevertheless promise, to all other of your Ladyship's 
commands, the most implicit obedience. 

^« Eaiodgrtan." 

At the foot of the letter I wrote the following 
admonitory lines : — 

P. S. Consider the sin youVe committing ! 
Fly from it, and yield no compliance ! 
In a wife it is always befitting 
To set Cupid^s wiles at defiance. 
If you in his snares he should capture, 
The bonds then of duty heM sever ; 
Though pleasures of sin might enrapture, 
You'd rue them for ever and ever ! 
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Thia answer I sealed up with my pwn seal^ and 
gave it to the waiting-woman, wbo carried R iiB.&ie>- 
diately to her mistress^ It produoed the e^e^ wbicb 
I had coiqectared : her love was dia^ged t^ tk^^ 
most deadly and insatiate hatred — 

In vaiiiy her otherwise fasciaating tongue 

^troye.hf^rd to pour fortl^ torrents of reproach ; , .. 

But on the lips shame stifled ey'ry word. . . 

No tears would start; for poignant grief repressed them : ' 

While from each eye, with wild, terrific glare. 

Revenge ferociously would flash ; and she 

Her inward rage would like a demon show. 

She, however, deferred the execution of her. re- 
venge, until she had obtained possession of thebil)i^ 
doux which she had written to me. As soon as she 
had got hold of it, she suborned several persons to 
attest on oath, that I, during his Excellency's 
absence, had attempted to commit a rape upon her. 
This story was embellished and represented with 
so much art and plausibility, that the President 
entertained no doubt regarding the truth of it, and 
gave orders that I should be immediately put into 
prison. In this desperate condition, I saw no other 
means of saving myself, than by owning the alleged 
crime, and imploring the President's mercy ; by 
which I hoped to appease his wrath, or at least get 
the punishment mitigated; for the involving myself 
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in a legal process with one of the first and most 
powerfol &milie8, especially in a Qou^try where the 
merits of an affair are not so much regarded as the 
rank of the parties, I conceived would be worse 
than madness. I therefore made no defenqe, nor 
did I seek to justify or exculpate myself; but sup- 
plicated, wept, and implored, not that the punish- 
ment should be entirely remitted, but that the 
rigour of the law should be relaxed-r-that a mitiga- 
tion might ensue. 

Thus, by owning myself guilty of a crime of which 
I had never even dreamt, my life was spared, and 
I was condemned to perpetual imprisonment. I 
was immediately deprived of my patent of nobility, 
which was torn in pieces by the hangman, and I was 
dragged away and sent- as a slave on board of a 
galley. It was one of those vessels belonging to 
the republic which then lay ready for ssjiiling to 
MezendoreSf or the Regions of Prodigies; whither 
the voyage is usually undertaken at a certain time 
of the year, namely in the month of Radir. Such 
commodities as Martinia itself does not produce, are 
fetched from these countries, which are, as it were, 
the Indies of the Martinians. The Mezendorian 
Company is composed of merchants, some of whom 
are nobles, and others burghers, who, on the arrival 
of any of their ships, divide the cargoes among 
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themselves, in proportion to the number of shares 
that eadi may hold. The vessels are propelled, 
partly by the \7ind, and partly by the meaiis of 
oars, to each of which a slave is chained : and I was 
one of these unfortunate beings. A person will 
easily imagine to himself what my feelings most 
have been, at seeing myself compelled to tug, and 
to submit to the floggings experienced by a galley- 
slave; and particularly when I had committed no 
crime for which I deserved to be placed among 
malefactors. 

The Martinians pronounced, according to the 
diversity of their ideas, different judgments on 
this adventure. Some were of opinion that I 
deserved my punishment ; but when they saw me 
undergoing it, they then had compassion. upon me. 
Others thought that my former services ought to 
have been taken into consideration, and that my 
punishment, in consequence, should have been 
remitted ; or at least much mitigated. The most 
upright and honest among the apes muttered and 
whispered to each other, that I was falsely accused ; 
but no one dared to interest himself in my behalf, 
for fear of my powerful adversaries : so I resolved 
on bearing my hard fate with patience. The 
greatest consolation which I now experienced in 
my wretchedness, was the contemplation of the 
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approaching voyage, upon which I hoped always to 
find new food to my insatiate cariosity, notwith- 
standing I did not give credit to all that the sailors 
related concerning those wonderful things which I 
should have an opportunity of seeing ; nor could be 
persuaded to believe, that there was in nature sudi 
an immense variety of great prodigies, as must 
necessarily be the case, according to the descrip- 
tion given of them. We had several interpreters 
on board, whom the Mezendorian Company employs 
on these voyages to negociate in the purchase and 
sale of their merchandize. 
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CHAiPtBK Xl. 



VOTAdB TO THB REGIONS OF PR6DI0IBS. 



Before I proceed to give a description of ibe 
voyage, I must first beg of all severe and merciless 
critics, not to wrinkle their brows too much and 
look sour at a relation of things, which may seem 
repugnant to nature, and to surpass even the most 
credulous man's power of belief; — for 

My book with empty names I shall not fill ; 

No spangle-wit, no turgid style, Fil use ; 

I'll use simplicityy^aye, that I will ! 

For information, friends, not to amuse 

I write, and therefore all is stampM with truth ; 

Have mercy, then — ^have tenderness — have ruth ! 

The things which I am now about to relate, are 
certainly incredible, but nevertheless true; for 
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libebeld them alt withi my xxmi eyest; Raw imd 
ignorant niniiybaiiimers, who have bev^rsct fobt oat 
«f the town (Mr vUlage wbeiein Ihey were bom, wilV, 
perhaps, look upon all this as &baloas, they never 
having ^tber heaird or seen the like since the day 
of thdr birth } but the learned world, and especially 
ttose persons who possess some knowledge of 
natural history, and have learnt from experience 
bow fruitfid inaturei is in variety, will pronoonoe a 
Widely different and more reasonable judgmiant 
^poii tltose esLtraordinary thin^ which are about to 
be related to them. 

t , ; * * 

In tliues of fore, there were men found in Seg^Aia^ 
iSbe to d^iominated AHmaipi^ who had but one eye, 
Which was placed in the middle of the fbrebead. 
Others in the same regi^ \i%A their feet' torn^ ii» 
irvoJBg end first. In ABmtkfyi there Wel*<& men born', 
Tm^o irom their childhood had ^ grey hair;^ 'The 
Mdient J^aufOfnaH ate only every third day, and 
faMb&ii the dtii^r two; lA Africa there were found 
4certBln finmlif^s^ who postfgssed the powieif' of b^ 
witching pec^e with their talk. It i^ a welli- 
knovni matter of fact, that there were in Jllyria 
certain persons who had two eye-balls in each eye, 
who killed people simply by staring long at them 
when they were angiy.^ XJpbn the mountains M 

t2 
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'Hiiidostan whole nationa have been met ^ifb; ^hb. 
bad the heads of dogs, and who barked ; and otberft 
who Imd eyes behind. In the most remote parts of 
India, lihaa also becai discovered^ thU; th^. bodies 
c^' the inhabitants are of lead, and are feattes^ed 
after the same manner as birds ; who eat no vietaals, 
iKit subsist entirely upon the fragrance arising* frotti 
iowers. Who conld have believed this, and eti^n 
more, liPUnyy one of the most serious writerts, had 
not solemnly aflSrmed that he had neither beard nor 
read the least particle about it, but had beheld it 
himself with his own eyes ? Yes ! who could have 
believed that the earth was hollow, and that within 
its Bhell there were both sun and m(^n, if my own 
experience had not discovered this secret ? Who 
would have thought it possible, that there existed 
a globe, which was inhabited by rational add walk- 
ing trees, if the same experience had not placed the 
matter beyond all doubt? I will, however, not 
quarrel with any one for his incredulity In this 
respect ; for I must acknowledge, that I myself, 
before I made this journey, entertained a kind of 
suspicion that it was nothing else than stori^ and 
riursery4ales related by masters of ships, v . 

In the beginning of the month of Radir we em- 
barked, weighed anchor, and < ' ./ 
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Supported by the bending -ma^tAy 
And throagh the deep, with pleasant gales, 
• Onr Teasel li^ an arraw hastes :• , - 
, And while the briny flood her pitchy sides did lave,' 
She rose and bounded cheerily o^er er^ry inountain-waTe. 

The breeze continaed favourable for three, days, 
daring wbidi time we poor rowers had reason to 
TCJoice,' for not an oar was required ; but on the 
fbarth day we had a perfect calm : 

■ ... r , 

The saik were farl'd, and all the oars were plied 
To force our ressel through the sluggbh tide. 

As the Captain perceived that this labour was 
extremely painful to me, he was kind enough to 
allow me now and then to rest, and released me at 
length altogether from this servitude. I am igno- 
rant of the reas<ni that induced him to show me 
so much kindness, unless H was that he thought 
roe innocent, or because he deemed the inventor 
of the majestic perttoig worthy of a better fate. 
He had himself taken three of these tviga with 
him, and I was employed to frizzle and keep 
them in order; so that from a gaUey-slave I was 
jRiddenly metamcnrphosed into a hair-dresser* His 
good-nature went so far, that whenever we arrived 
in a harbour, he always allowed me to be one to go 
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on shore, by widish I HaA ifttidtifftUiice <tf^<c^ypoft4ki- 
nities for satisfying my cariosity. '' 

For a length of tim6 ^e met t9i£b notiifhigthat 
was wortby of remark ; but as soon as we had lost 
sight of land. 

New foms rose up from out ibe botih^essdee^^ 

^ese v^sefe: iHermaid»i which, whto ^ we$itiSm 
was calm and the sek stiH/eame ^swimming t^miA 
the ship to ask charity : 
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!nityM hvmak moilftlili-afiii iio«e§y * 
TheyM chins, and ears, and eyes, 
TheyM breasts and lips like roses. 
Before the flower dies ; 
They^d ev'ry charming feature, 
Which beauteous maids possess ; 
Each seemed a lovely creatdre. 
Whom man nlight well caress. 
But no.; they'd tails of fishes, 
And coverM with hard scales. 
Repugnant to man's wishes. 
And black, too, as are whales. 

Their language had so much aflBnity with the 
MUrtiniany that even several of the sailors were 
able to converse with them without an interpreJter, 
Otie of them asked me for a piece of meat ; and 
when I gave it to her, she looked attentively at me 
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wd.iesdttiMd^/*^ A migldy hero jaad a nder you'll 
baconie:)]?' 



A * J ■ ,■ » «. 



' liaojghfid at fUs predictkm, as at«emptf flattery^ 
iMytii^UistandiDg the sailors swore that the pro^ 
pbecies of the mermaids were seldom erroneoits* 
After a voyage of eight days, we at i^igtb descried 
acountiy wMdi t^ ship's crew called Pieardania. 
jBtere i7e put into harbour; when immediately a 
magpie dime flying^ -towards , us, whom I learnt to 
lie* the Inspector-general of the Customs, and a very 
isbnsiderable personage. I had much to do to 
Tefrain ft6m bursting. my sides with laughter, on 
hearing that a magpie filled such an important -office, 
and seeing a :Coll9c(or, 

Up lo^tbe thinner air, on playfal wing. 

Soar till he seemM a spot in beatVs bine sky. 

From the size and character of the Inspector, I 
concluded that the Searchers and inferior Custom- 
house offiiQers must be'flies. 

When he ;had flown three times round our vessel, 
.he then Jew ashore, and retpmed with three oth^ 
^Magpies. They all alighted upon the prow. I 
-thought that I should have split with laughter, when 
I saw one of our interpreters approach these mag- 
$W with matiy oompUni^nts, and heard him hold 
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a . long conv^satioD wUb tbem. Hiey wm come 
to inspect the cargo, and to examine wbetti^ we 
had concealed any contraband goods, particolarly 
fbe plant Slak, the importation of whidi* is most 
4rtrictly prohibited. They are accustomed, tbenrfbfre; 
jto seardi for this article with the utmost care 
end diligence; and creep for this purpose info 
every nook and comer of the ship, minmage every 
package, and search every pocket, in order to scent 
it oat The bet is, that the inhabitants are par* 
ticolarly partial to this plant, and barter for it other 
.excellent and necessary commodities, by which the 
country's indigenous plants, whidi mi^t answer 
the same purpose, are depredated in value ; so that 
the PtcardanianSy in this respect, perfectly resem- 
ble the Europeans^ who are so eager after every- 
thing which is produced in foreign countries, and 
must be fetched from a great distance and at great 
expense. 

When the Inspector-general had conversed a 
pretty long time with our interpreters, he went down 
Into the ship's hold, accompanied by the other mag- 
pies. On his coming up again, he appeared to be 
extremely irritated, and let us know that all trade 
bc^tween us and bis nation should henceforih entirely 
cease, seeing that we had violated the treaty which 
iwas concluded, by bringing prohibited goods with 
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tw. Biit the Cftptaifi, who knew by experiefioe 
how the anger of a Castom-honse Inspector waid 
immediately to be appeased, presented him with t 
few pounds of Sldk of the best sort, which com- 
pletely altered his tone, and he gave as permission 
to discharge onr cargo. When everything was 
landed, there came flying to as an immense mnlti- 
itade of magpies, who were all merchants. Mean- 
•wfaOe the Captain, with me and two other apes, 
namely, oar supercargo and an interpreter, went 
onshore. 

'-■'' We were iiMted to dine with the Inspector- 
g^i^fal. There was, however, no table ; for the 
Picardafnans are not able to use chairs : the cloth 
was, therefore, laid in the middle of the floor. An 
abundance of costly and sumptuous courses were 
aervednp, but on extremely small dishes: and as 
■the Idtchen was in the attic, four magpies came 
fying down with each course through an aperture 
in the ceiling. When the dinner was over, the 
Inspector-general showed us his library. It con- 
sisted of a tolerably large number of volumes ; but 
of such diminutive sizes, that the largest folios were 
scarcely so big as a child's hal^nny story-book 
I could not forbear smUing, when I saw the librariati 
fiy up to the hi^est shelves, to take down small 
volumes in octavo and duodecimo. The houses of 
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t)i0,)b|^;b^4ift<G^dse;iaQ4!^Ht^ roof, alim]ar jp bvda^ 
i|Q«tfi. y JEije^y, wejsriS npctiirally .ponder,. r^«^ it JB 
iK)|tf9bl<^'tba|ii9a£p](ei|,. w^tiidi beloiig toiliQ UiSwior 
fciod oCJUtK^iy iM^^lfto prect such imnifiQgfibiiiW^ 
ings ; but erf; }t^ r^ajly hf^jng the case^, J mf^ ^giOj 
iX)nvincecl, by. pbeer^ng jtbem w(»]^ at s, Jbpipse, 
;^Gfa thj?y rt/that^^m^ wpre in th^.^ of buUduig. 
^3^h^e,;Vfnefe ontbi^ ocpaaion ttiQps^dg. of i?F^HEfc- 
people in motion. The number employe^,. aii4 fbe 
facility with which they fly, compensate in a great 
measure for their want of streogfli ^ isotibat tbegr, in 
Almost . as short a time a9 we, can fioiah Biqr 
building. . » 

We could not enjoy the pleasure of fieeiligthe 
lady of: the Inspector^general, as she had just lain 
in ; and it is not customary here for a lyingria wife 
to make her appearan^ce. until the ((^dren .loie 
<fledged: but she would shortly venture out,:, her 
husband said ; for the young ones began already to 
be beautiful and downy. 

Our stay in this country was so short, that I am 
not able to give a more accurate description of its 
.condition, and of the character and manners of the 
inhabitants. Everybody's mind was in ferment 
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imt yKMch bad lately brokKm oot between tbs(!mt;arw 
«te»Mito and tlidrcn6i^b<iitm Ae ^iddjmwi fiespe^ 
tiafly iftsy: iiie day i after < '0st f and^/. (Qie !iiew« waa 
bftesht, /that*1beimagpied Were itefeated in a great 
l^itttefoagfat'iii ttiie air ; and tbe«€yaRnandlngiGmle<» 
leSf^ oiiivb6in >ii '«(Murt-inartiaI waff held^ was Den« 
titeeed to lose bia wings, wbicb is bere looked apeak 
aa a ^KSadfiil pabisbment, and almost asgr^st aa fl» 
loBB of .Hfe*^ As soon as we bad disposied of xmt 
ifi^iUiandiee, we agun s^ sail. Not far from tbe 
abore 'we perceived . the sea covered witb feathers, 
frotti'wbidiWvirereled to condade that Ite battle 
between tb6 magpies and field&res mnat have been 
feogbt lover that place. 

. After a >fieivotDrable passage of 4bree days, we 
ieunrived mMusiC'Umd. As soon as tbe anchor was 
eaat we wient ' on shore. One of onr interpreted^ 
walked tefore ns witb a musical instrument, wbidi 
Ift'Emopels caDeda boM-^HoL This appeared to 
inefmEcaedingfy ridienlons, for i was nnable to con* 
eeive for what pni^KJse he carried this cumbersome 
harden. As we found all vacant and desolate, and 
«aiw not tbe least trace of a living creature, the Cap- 
-taib ordered the trumpet to be sounded, to give tbe 
<tnbabitantB notice of our arrival ; whereupon there 
4suaie immediately Tunning somewhere about thirty' 




) 



iiAisical tD8tniiiie]ifiE^.orbto«Mrk>h;;eadi dn;oile lif^ 
As tipcMi tbe ^vbde of nqr travels I bad nerac metr 
lififli anyfliiDig s6 wonderfid before,** ft ateBueAtdim^ 
bi Oe b^mdng to be notblng biit>iritdicyaft ; bob 
I socm temsrked, that tbfese baae^^riob .^^t^iOni 
iobaUtants of tbe o^NDltiy* Ontbetopbf apMtf 
Icmg netk' ihby bad a Tery little bead; tbebadjr 
itsetf was small, and iftdrnsted witb a smooth baii^ 
^ich fitted^ however, not ti^t to the careaai^ InA 
left a tolerably wide vacant space between/. >Ovier 
41ie navel tbey bad by ndtnre a bridge, acnias.wUdi 
.the fomr strings were eactended. Tbeiniioleinadiiae 
•ri^dted<m one leg ; so that it may be said ihtoyratlnir 
hopped than ran, and they sk^^ted witti a woodav* 
fid a^Iity across their verdant fieUSv ; Iniiunt^as 
to what regards their shape, one might certainly 
fbave taken them for real musical instmm^its, if th^ 
had not had two hands and arms. In the tina htmd 
.they hold the bow, and the other is nsed for finger- 
4ng with. When our interpreter vrished to speak 
vrith them, he took the bass-vid, which he had with 
-him, in the left hand, the bow in the rij^it, plaoed 
himself in a pft>per attitude, and began to play. Tbey 
answered immediately by strokes on their strings ; 
-and, throng performing thus by tarhs virith each 
other, they came at length to a regalar musical dia- 
logue. In the beginning they jiejed merdy adagio 
With much harmony; but tbey got immediatdy 
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iipcbi discordant and jarring tones, which were 
grating and unpleasant to the ear; and at length 
they' ended ihe mosic with a pcurticularly lively and 
' mgreeBblepreeio. As soon as oar people heard 
this, fliey skipped and jumped with joy, saying, 
fliat the bargain for the merchandize was conduded; 
I learned afterwards, that the adagio^ which they 
played in the beginning, was an introduction to 
ttie dialogue, and consisted in mere mutual com-' 
pliments: afterwards, while the di8aoncmce\diS^/&S^ 
th^ were treating about the price: and at length 
-the sweet-sounding preeto signified that the sale 
«Dd purchase were effected ; for immediiately after 
41i6 .vesael was disdiarged^ Among other articles 
.wfaidi are imported into this country, Colophonia is 
^e most, considerable, with which the inhabitants 
sntear thdr bows or speaking-tools. Great crimi- 
nds are punished by depriving them of their bows ; 
and to lose them for ever is looked upon as equiva-^ 
'lent tOt Jxmishihg with death. As I was told, that 
li cause; was to be tried in a court of justice in the 
nei^iboctrhobd, I ran thither, in order once to wit- 
•ness a musical lawnsuit. The pleading barristers 
played upon their ventrical strings, instead of 
-speaking, and as long as the cause continued 
nothing was heard but dissonance ; so that tbeir 
eloquence consisted in strokes with the bow and 
-actions with the hands. As soon as the wrangling 



^B» fimthed, the;judge fosds! frotar lii»v8&t^ tocdt 
Msibowy and played an oifajfift.r'luienteked^'^fii^ 
itiiwas the sentence be prcMionDoedi; fhr >tfaaie 
sprang finrward iinme^atety sevend ._ offidets : ;0f 
l^stice, and took awaj^ the bow firom Ae malrfiQietoir 
Bpfao had loBt flie came^ 

• 

^ The duldren in this conntrjr have the flqsprar^ 
aaoe of those instmmenta which we caU JbldiMi 
The^ obtaas no bow nntil th^.arethlee j^^vmaUs. 
On: ehtearing their fourth year» &ey are sent/^tH 
mbocAj to he instraeted hi fingerkig tha. strings mA 
drawing the bow, which is here the 'sansaas^leiK^ 
hig to read wittk ns. They are not takea vftsia 
school before they bav« learned to finger oorrecUy^ 
draw the bow without jarring, and are even aibiel^ 
eompose a melody. Wo were excessively^*' tor* 
mented by these children, who followed i]i» erafyv 
where with their music. Ourinteq)reter,whonndcff*> 
stood the instrument language^ told us, ^at: tlhesfc 
young bass-viols were begging for cotdj^onia; ' "^Att 
the time they begg^, nothing, wa^ faeaard^'ltiit m 
grave tone or an udagio ;. but when they get anyv 
thing they played presto^ bywint^tfaey mtark>1o 
express their gratitude. If they got nothtngith^hr 
nmsic ceased altogether. '■ '' - ■ ':'»'; 

, ^* . t i' ' r i% t» •* M 

As we had now. arranged all our afibirs flcoanUng 
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tf^ mf widheg^ we qotttd 'Musk>laii]ft at tbe^ end t)f 

HettNMitbQl CSiiMm/ and' after tbcee d£l7s^8aiKhg ^ 

deiiierted the coast of a'neir coantrj, wbich, in toor 

tf«%tti^fifefer:(rf the impure a^^ oorblfoctofjr 

Miffea, we concfaded mast* be Pygb^BBiav The 

fob^bMaafis of this countiy yfeej minfix' t^emsnUe 

fadtnaa beitiga ; the whole difference consibta in thdr 

bavioi; no nsoatb^ and therefore speak with that part 

¥^Gb is tamed to the Sontii when the ndsep^nls 

towards the North Pole. The 6x^ person that 

came on board was a rich merchant Hie sahkted 

us; according to the custom of these people. With the 

other end, and began to speak about the price of oui- 

ffkAm While this lasted I kept myself at 'a m» 

Bpeetftil distance, as I had ho particular relish either 

Ujfi the souDfd or the Ismell of his discoonie; BMtd 

tny great misfitnrtune and 'i^^fWfo^, oar barber wa^i 

sidk at the stoie time, so tfadt I ifrataryimder 'tbeiie«» 

desijliy of t>eing shaved ^ a Pyghsncmf and ab 

the barbers here are just'sb ttikatrve as those ul 

Eorope, he filled the whole cabin, while he scraped 

)tt^ wfdi soimpleetoni an odoor, that as soon as he 

iHTaa gone, we were obliged to fiimi^te with all ^ the 

iniceniae which we had (Htt board.- *' . ' ; 
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I Was now become ^»!Ciidt6med to things wfaidi 
Were both wonderful and supernatural^ so that 
notiliing i^peaied to me any longer <^ither en^trava- 
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gaiit or preposterbns. As, however, m cdndeqoeiicd 
of this defect in nature^ it was difScult as wdl »9 
tedioas to converse with these people, wo endea^ 
yonred by all the means in our power to aoedeniti^ 
oar departure, and even weighed anchor 8ooi0wbfit 
before the appointed time; principally because a 
ridi Pygloasian had invited us to dinner* Oq the 
invitation being given, we all shrugged oor shool* 
ders, and no one seemed willing to accept it» .ex* 
bepting on the condition, that so long as the dinner 
laMed^ there should be maintained atthetable.a 
perfect silence. When we sailed outof thejbiM^ 
hour, there stood on the shore a muUitade of Py^ 
glomanSj who in a strangely noisy manner i^ished 
us a good voyage ; but as the wind blew from fh^ 
land, we begged of them with looks and gestures 
to spare their congratulations ; for politeness even 
may be carried too far. The articles which the 
MarHnians export to this place, are rose-w^ter, 
balsam, and a variety of fragrant epices. 

I have already remarked, that this people,, jb^ 
respect to the form of their bodies, resembled mi^ch 
the human being, except in so far that they spoke 
with that pari; whereon we always sit. On our 
earth, there is no. lack of people, who, i^ well 
in dialect as in shape, perfectly resemble the Pjfr 
gloasians. Thought I to myself, should Jen^ 



289 

Sderensen^ Ole Petersen^ Andreas Lorenuteh^ and 
otb^ sndi like polite characters, who, with cynical 
Mnntness, give everything its proper name ; and 
withont shame or reserve, even in the company of 
fiemales, manifest their corrupt and frivolous minds. 
I say, should these talkers of ribaldry and obscenity 
come to this country, they would be received with 
(qien arms. On account of the afSnity of tiieir lan- 
guage they would immediately obtain their burgher- 
right, and be looked upon as natives. For what 
matters it where the mouth is placed, when that 
whidi comes out of it 

* 

Is a sonnding stink, and a stinking sound, 
Which a dunghill discoters in mind and body ? 

FroiB this place we steered our course for Jce- 
kmdy which was so dreary and so horrible to look 
at, that I thought it must be the most unhappy of 
all countries. It consisted of barren rocks, which 
were eternally covered with snow. The inhabi- 
tants, who are all of ice, dwell here and there, in 
clefts on the tops of the mountains, into which the 
rays of the sun never penetrate, and where, in 
black darkness, there reigns an incessant frost. 
The only light they ever have, is reflected from 
the glistening rime. The valleys are dried up and 
pardied wHh smoke ; they therefore never venture 

u 
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down into tfaem, except in thick and damp weather, 
when the atmosphere is very foggy; and as soon 
as they perceive the smallest ray of the son, they 
dthpr suddenly return,, or plunge themselves head- 
loqg into pits or .caverns. . It fre<j[nently. hapfigns^ 
that xm deseen&ig fijom the mountains, tii^ mdfi 
on the way, or* meet witfit som^ other misJkttune.: 
Gritn&ials, f<nr ihis reason, arecondn^ted'downin 
tiiiok weatbelr uixm a sledge, and thttpebound to ft' 
state imtH they are melted by the c&ys of tbe,a«ii;i 
Thib country* ^produces every kind : of :minetal^ 
excepting gold. These minerals la« exported b]^ 
foreign merchants in their crude state, as the inha- 
bitants cpnoQt bear iheatj and are,, therefore, unable 
to sihelt fhe^ ore and manufacture the metals. It is 
supposed that the commerce of Ice-land brings in 
nearly ' as 'much again as all the other trade, of 
MezendoreB. 

All these countries, whereof I have ^ven a ^hcnt- 
description, are subject to the Emperor of Mezenr 
dares. The seafaring people call them generally^ 
on that account, the Mezendorian Islands, notwi&- 
standing each of them has a particular naipe — as 
may ibe seen in tbis.book of my travels.. After a 
voyage of eight days, we arrived at the city where 
the Emperor resides, and there . found in reality 
everything that the poets have written concemiog 
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the fellowship of animals, trees, a&d plants; for 
Mezendores iBj as it were,: the common father-land 
of all rational animals aDd vegetables. Every 
animal, every tree, can ti^ere obtain itd barghership, 
provided it submit to ibe government and the laws. 
One might be led to think that, in consequence of 
tbo'inixing/of such a multiplicity of differenftly-^ 
formed and histerogeneal beings, tber^ must rei,gn 
rnnoh ooofbsion, broils, and disquiet. But so far is 
this from being the icase, that, on the tontrary^ this 
variety: produces the most happy, effects ; which 
raairrjbe attributed to Ihefar wise la^^s and regula-^ 
tieOB, by virtue of which \ all the subjeds 4re 
appointed to siidr employ ments and ocbupations ad, 
byi nature and the peculiar faculties of the mind, 
ihey ?are best cjpialtf ed to perform. Thus, for 
&SJ^aoipl% in consideration Of the innate magnani-> 
mity wfhidi is'pecnliai' to liods, ^ Hon is dlwajrs 
etected Regent. MlepkaniSy in cbn^uence of their 
acntei judgment, are chosen members of the Coun- 
cil of- Statei Canielems are selected as courtiers, 
beeanse tfals^ are changeable, and know how to 
toni flieir coat according td the weather. The mili-^ 
tary !Oonsists of bears; tigers^ and other valiant 
arid martial animals. The fleet, bnf the contrary, is 
maaneldr with foa:e7t and: bulk; as seamen, gene^ 
ndly speakiilg, are a {daih and brave Itet of people; 
bofcifaard^ sever^ inflexible, aiid, for the most part, 
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not of particularly refined manners, and'whose'way 
of life is accordant with their element. For iStiiB 
reason, there is a school established, consisting of 
calves f or midshipmen, wherein these warridrB are 
moulded, and from which all the naval officers are 
taken. The treeSf because of their natimd 
moderation and discretion, are commonly chosext-as 
judges. The counsellors of the higher courts of 
justice are geese ; and those of the lower coortt, 
imgpies. Foxes are selected as ordinary' and 
extraordinary ambassadors, consuls, ageaits, and 
secretaries of legation. Ravens are generally^i^ 
pointed as dividers of inheritances, and'commis- 
sioners for the efTects of deceased persons. Hc'' 
goats are philosophers, and particularly gramma- 
rians — ^partly on account of their bonis, with wfaich 
on the slightest occasion they are accustomed to 
gore their opponents, and partly in consideration 
of their venerable beards, which so manifestly dis-' 
tinguish them from all other beings. The burgo- 
masters and aldermen of small market-towns are 
horses. Land and house-owners and farmers are 
snakes y moles ^ ratSy and mice. For estafettes 
and couriers, birds are employed. AsseSy on account 
of their frightful braying, are selected as parish- 
clerks. Nightingales are singers and flute-players, 
cocks are watchmen, and dogs are door-keepers. 
Wolves are commonly chosen as financiers, chan- 
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cdlors of the exchequer, and inspectors of the Cus- 
toms, dnd hawks are their deputies. 

By these excellent regulations, the public offices 
were correctly entrusted, and everything was 
performed pleasantly and in due order. For this 
reason, I consider that the government of ^ejsm* 
dores is a pattern by which all legislators, in the 
management of state affairs, ought to regulate 
themselves ; for it is certainly not so mofcb the 
stupidity of the subjects, that there are in other coiin-. 
tries so many useless and unqualified placemen^ 
but the fault arises from a want of judgment in 
those who appoint them. If care and prudence were 
always exercised in choosing persons to fill public 
situations, and they were selected, not so much 
for their merits in general as for their distinguished 
abilities and qualifications to hold this or that office 
in ■ particular, then would all national business be 
well performed, and the State would incessantly 
flourish. How far such a regulation is beneficial, 
the following example will prove : — The Mezendo- 
rian annals mention, that about three hundred years 
ago, during the reign of the emperor Idlako^ this 
Jaw was repealed, and the public situations were 
^ven awky at random, to all who had either done 
anything worihy of notice, or distinguished them- 
selves by any particular virtue. But this distribution 
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^of 'dffieiis'at ntndom dccasioned 'so. Qtncli. distnT* 
bance and confa8toa» th^t in, a ^ort timfi iti€»^siiiied 
as if the existence of the State was at an end. A 
woir, for 'example, who bad so admirablytdisdi^rged 
the dutieii <^ the office of diancellor^ reqaosted^ tm 
the grOond of this iBentice» to be propioted tf^ a 
higher dignity, and became, in consequence .^ 
80bator. A tree, <m the contrary, who was Jokiwii for 
his distingaished and acate judgmetit, became again 
a chancellor. By this inverted {Mtomotton two 
skQfi]] and clever persons were rendered eiitirely 
useless to the State; And farther, a he-goat, of 
philosopher, who, at the academy, bad acquired the 
highest reinown for. his > obstinacy in defending his 
positions, was so inflicted witb this honour, that he 
etadeavonred for a higher post— rnamely, the. first 
jlilace at court which might become vacant, and he 
obtained it. On the other side, a cameleon, on the 
grounds of his good breeding and supple character, 
obtained a professorship at the academy, which he 
solicited on account of the stipend attached to it. 
Thus was the one transformed from an excellent 
courtier to a miserable philosopher, and the other 
from an excell^ philosopher to a miserable cour* 
tier. For the firmness which he had exhibited in 
maintaining his opinions, and which had so mudi 
adorned the philosopher, now completely disfigured 
the courtier, as volatility, fickleness, and versatility. 



295 

are (»urdind^ virtd^ at cocii^^ ai tnu^conrfi^ 
ougbC ndt to look 86 tmicb at wlkt is^jiut^. prdp^, 
Imd eqaitable, as at that which in secorei;' and /must 
continiudly torn bis coat acoordiBgto4be;\feiBther 
of the ^ebilrt; But that whieh is an impeifection er 
a faalt at court, is jast a virtue at the academy, 
where ardour and vehemence in maintaining one's 
opinion to liie ntniotit, ami looked ppbn as' the 
greatest proof tf leatrhing and deduiity. In a^ Word : 
flntMigbther^pealingdr thtelaw, all tiie solaj^ets of 
the empire,^ even those who were distrnguished 
for the most rare talents and shining abilities, were 
rendered completely useless, and the State began 
io totter. As everytMng Was t&reatenediwifli ruin 
~aiid<le8traetioh,^ift psDrtiCalarly dever and intelligent 
etephatit, of the nameof^itA'aW, whowasCouh- 
sellor of State, siood forward,^ and witti'^^imicli 
wairmth represented to the Emperor the misierable 
state <^ the country'. His Majesty was comlnced, 
resolved ' immediately to remove the evii, and went 
to work in the followitigtiiannef : he did notat onCe 
tUscharge all the plabeinen^ — ^foir in that casetlie 
remedy would have be^i worse than' tbib disease,^- 
bat; by degrees, as the olSces became vacant," lie 
transferred every one from the post wh<sre be was use- 
less^ to one where be could exercise his abilities to 
advantage* For the servi<!^ which Bakkari^ on this 
oocasicm, rendered to his fother-land, the beneficial 
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effects of whidi were soon manifest, a pablic mona- 
ment, after his. death, was erected to his memoiy, 
and which may still be seen in the centre of the 
great square at Mezendares. From that time for- 
ward the ancient laws have been constantly hdd 
.sacred. 

Oar interpreter assured us that this history was 
related to him by a gander, who was his most inti- 
mate friend, and. was considered one of the most 
clever and skilfiil counsellors in the whole city. 

In this country is . found such a multiplidty of 
extraordinary and highly wonderful things, that 
the attention of the foreigner and traveller must 
thereby necessarily be attracted. The mere ap- 
pearance of such a diversity of living creatures, as 
bearSj toolvesj geese^ magpies^ ^., which walk 
through the streets and converse with eadi other, 
excite in every one, who has never beheld the like 
before, both pleasure and admiration. The first 
who came on board of our vessel, was a lean and 
hungry toolfy or inspector of the customs, who was 
followed by four liawkB^ or custom-bouse officers, 
whom we in Europe denominate searcherg. These 
persons took of such articles as they liked the best, 
and gave us thereby to understand, that they were 
not deficient in knowledge of their trade, and that 
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tfaey bad -every trick at the ends of their fitigersi^ 
The Captfidn, with his acCastomed politeness, tools^ 
Hie with him on shore. As soon as we had set 
foot upon the bridge, we were met by a cock, who 
asked as whence we came, and the object of our 
visit, and then announced us to the Inspector of the 
Customs. He received us with mtich courteousness, 
and invited us to dine with him. The lady of the 
house, his wife, who, as I heard, was one of the 
greatest beauties among the female wolves, was not 
present at table. The reason of this, as we after- 
wards learned, was the jealousy of her husband, 
who flioaght it not altogether advisable to allow so 
handsome a wife to be seen by foreigners, and 
especially by sailors, who, greedy and languishing in 
opDsequence ofsolong a fast, commonly, as soon 
as they get on shore, run after every woman and 
girl they see. There were, however, several other 
ladies at table, among whom was the wife of a 
certain Commandant: this lady was awhite cou7, 
with a few black spots. Next to her sat a black 
^eai, who was the wife of the Head Forester to the 
Emperor, and was lately from the country. By the 
side of me sat a speckled aowj the wife of a certain 
Collector oi Taxes ; for thief class of placemen is 
g^ierally chosen out of the swinish multitude. She 
7i^9B certainly a little filthy, and had neglected to 
yw)i her hands — a case very common among that 
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sort of people ;> birt fi)r tbe rofitv slie isqpfiearedto me 
exceodiDgiy beatified and very €oniplai8aiit;fer A» 
frequently took meat from the dish and laid' It on 
my plate. Eyeiy one wad florprised at tbte eixtra;- 
ordmaiy politeness, eapeciiedly as swine -do net 
atwaifs posses exactly the most elegant uid' pdUcftied 
manners. But I had mnch rather that slie bad not 
bete' quite so polite; for it was not parficalariy 
agreeable to me to be assisted to victuals by- the 
dirty hands of a sow. It inustbere be t^inarked, 
that the inhabitants of the empire et Meisendoree, 
although in the form 'of, their bodies comjiietely 
resemble the brute creation^ th^nevertheleBS Iwive 
bands and fingers on their fore-legs. As 'tii^are 
covered either with hair, wool, or feathers j ffiey 
require no other kind of clothing. The rich, how- 
ever, are distinguished from Ihe poor by certain 
ornaments; as, for example, chains of gold xa 
pearls, which th^ wear round the neCk ; aiid ribbon, 
which they, in a fantastical maniii^, wind-roimd 
their boms. The wife of the Commandant had so 
many frills and knots of ribbon about her head, tiiat 
it was with difficulty her horns could be seen at ell. 
She made an excuse for the absence of her husband, 
who, she said, was obliged to stay at home, in con- 
sequence of a dispute in which he had lately 
involved himself, and was, therefore, necessitated to 
consult with two magpies^ who, the following day. 
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were to bring his cause forward before, the tri- 
bunal* 

After dinner, the specified sow — ^the wife of tlie 
Tax-galherer — ^had a privi^te conversation with our 
interpreter, wherein she declared to him that she 
was deeply in love with me. He consoled her in 
the best way be conld, promised her his assistance, 
and then tamed round and endeavoured to prevail 
upon me to jrield to her desires ; but when he found 
fliat all his persuasive eloquence was of no avail, 
be advis^ me to flee without loss of time ; for he 
well knew that this lady would move both heaven 
and earth to compass her design. From that day 
forwud I remained continually on board, particularly 
as it tBJiae to Day knowledge that an old gallant of 
tlie lady, a certain studioaiLs philosophus^ in conse- 
giience of jealousy, laid in wait to murder me. But 
the vesdel herself was not a sufficient fence against 
this female's attack, who, first with verbal messages, 
then with billets-doux, and afterwards with elegies 
oh loire, strove to melt the ice which surrounded 
my heart. Had I not lost these papers in the ship- 
wi^k which I afterwards suffered, I should here 
have shown several specimens of swinish poesy. 
But I have nearly forgotten the whole of it, with 
file exception of these few lines, wherein she 
exaks her form in the following style : — 
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O thoa ! for wbom mysonl doClt always loiig» 
Think me not ugly* neither think me wrong , 
In thus unbosoming my painful feelings, 
While doomM to breakfast on potato-peelings. • 
View me, my loye, ah ! prithee do not fail. 
View me in front, then view me near the tail ; 
View both my sides, and eke my teats and chine, 
And say, if e'er you saw a form like mine. 
Perhaps yoa are in love, my dear, my life. 
With Madam Cow, the toll-inspector^s wife ; 

I 

Or else, perhaps— ah^ palpitating heart ! 
Whilst now I write, thou feeVst the poignant smart 
' Of disappointment throbbing in thy core. — 

Thou know'st thyself how much thou dost adore !— 
I say, perhaps— and when Fve said all tfaat^ 
You are in love with that malicious cat. 
But leave the cat, the cow, and ev'ry tree. 
And be in love, my young wild-boar, with me ! 

The sale and barter of the merchandise went on 
with so mach celerity, that in a few days we could 
have put to sea again ; but a quarrel which took 
place, just when we were ready for sailing, between 
our crew and some of the Mezendorians, delayed 
pur departure for some time. The occasion of the 
quarrel was as follows :— while one of our boat- 
swains was walking through the city, he was shame- 
fully abused by a cuckoo^ who, among other oppro- 
.brious epithets, called him a peripom^ which word 
in their language signkes a juggler ; for as jugglers 
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and puppet-^ow-players in' this eonntfy are com- 
monly ap€8j the cuckoo took him, no doubt, for 
such a person. The boatswain, who by no means 
relished the joke, gave the poor cuckoO a sound 
drubbing, and was very near breaking his neck; 
The cuckoo, who was severely beaten, requested 
the people to bear in remembrance what had passed, 
summoned all the by-standers as witnesses, and the 
matter came the following day before a magistrate 
for investigation. When the depositions of all the 
witnesses had been taken, the affair was immedi- 
ately sent to a tribunal for decision. The boat- 
swain, who neither understood the language nor 
the jurisprudence of Mezendores^ was obliged to 
engage a magpie to defend his cause. When the 
counsellors for both parties had spoken, replied, re- 
j^oined, and wrangled and twisted the matter this 
way and that way, before the tribunal, for the 
space of nearly half a day, the following judgment 
was at length pronounced : — That as the cuckoo 
had begun the qtutrrelj he shotdd be fined, and 
pay the expenses of the process ; of which, as usual, 
the greatest part went into the pockets of the law- 
yers. The magistrates who judged this cause 
were horses^ whereof two were denominated burgo- 
masters, and four, aldermen. There were present 
also six colts^ as hearers, who in this manner, as 
young barristers, were instructed in matters of 
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legal procedare. In the other colleges, t was told 
that there were just sndi like semiDaries, whence 
those stadents, who had made the greatest profi- 
ciency in the stady of jarisfnradence, were taken to 
fill np the vacant places. 

As we bad now fortunately terminated our busi- 
ness, and taken on board a very valuable cargo, we 
set sail on our return home. We had scarcely 
got into the open sea, when it suddenly "became 
calm, and the crew, in order to pass away the time, 
went to fishing, some with nets and others with 
hooks. Shortly after, a smart breeze sprang up, and 

The swelling sails again were quickly spread. 

When we had been sailing for a considerable 
time with a favourable gale, we once more per- 
ceived several mermaids. 

Who oft did raise themselves, then dive again. 
Amid the foaming hillows, — 

and ever and anon uttered a frightful shriek. At 
this the sailors became much terrified, as theyloiew, 
from experience, that this doleful music usually 
portended a storm and shipwreck. The mainsail 
was, therefore, immediately taken in, and every one 
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had his post and occapation assigned to him. This 
was hardly done, when the heavens began most 
dismally to lower, 

And day was chang'd to frowning nigbt, 

And much conyulsM aj^earM the sky ; 

Each seaman stood aghast with fright, 

Belieying that his end was nigh. 

While o^er the mountain-billows dash'd 

dnr laboring bark, quite nncontrolPd, 

Tlie Ughtning er'ry instant flash'd, 

The thunder roar'di the tempest howl'd; 
And while we thus upon the deep were toss'd ; 
All wrung their hands aud cried, We're lost ! we're lost ! 

The mate of the vessel, who had ploughed the 
subterraneous ocean for forty years, assured us 
that he had never experienced so violent a tempest. 
Everjrthing was washed off the deck, partly by the 
seas which .the vessel shipped, and partly by the 
excessive rain, which, from a tremendous water- 
spout, accompanied with thunder and lightning, 
poured down upon us — so that the elements seemed 
to have conspired together for our destruction. 
While we were thus drifting about on the boisterous 
deep, iinap at once went our mainmast, and fell 
with' a dreadful crash over the stem, carrying away 
our mizenmastatthe same time. 'Immediately after, 
the foremast fellj and now all hope to save our- 
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selves completely vanished. We saw nothing but 
certain deafli before our eyes ; the one called upon 
wife and children, the other upon friends and 
relations, and the whole ship resounded witti cries 
of despair. The mate, although he had giveii up all 
hope, nevertheless strove to calm the perturbation 
of the crew, and bade them cease their howling and 
lamentations, which be said were entirely useless ; 
but while he was speal^ing, the vessel shipped a 
heavy sea, and he was carried overboard and 
drowned. We saw him rise two or three times, 
but each time farther from the ship, till at length 
he was swallowed up in the raging billows, and we 
lost sight of him for ever. Three others shared a 
iike fate, namely our merchant, or supercargo, and 
two sailors. I was the only one who bore this 
general calamity with patience, as I was completely 
weary of my life, and felt not the least desire to 
return to Marttnia^ where 1 had lost both my 
liberty and all esteem. Thus was I one of the num- 
ber of those, 

Who ev'rything had lost, and had no fear more. 

I was extremely concerned for the Captain, who, 
during the whole voyage, had shown me so much 
kindness ; I therefore endeavoured, with the most 
expressive and energetic language of which I was 
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master, to exhUarate his dejected spirttd, bat all my 
eloquence was of no avail ; for he continued, like a 
great girl, to sigh and howl, until a wave came and 
washed him overboard. The storm increased, and 
no one troubled himself any further about the ship. 
Wifliout rudder, masts, oars, or ropes,' the hull of tJie 
vessel was driven completely at the mercy of the 
waves. For three whole days we were in this 
manner a ball before the raging tempest, exhausted 
with hunger, and in constant expek^tation of 
approaching death. The clouds, now and then, 
cleared away, and we beheld the blue sky; but the 
storm raged nevertheless with unabated fury. To 
the consolation of the remaining crew, we at length 
discovered at some distance a mountainous country, 
and the wind setting directly upon it, we were in 
hopes of reaching it in a short time. Although it 
seemed impossible for us to land, without suffering 
shipwreck, as the coast consisted of steep and 
craggy rocks, yet it was hoped that some, if not 
all, might be able to save themselves upon part of 
the hull. While we were thus buoying ourselves 
up with these vain hopes, the vessel struck so heavily 
upon a sunken rock, that she immediately separated 
and went into a hundred pieces. In this agony and 
distress, I seized hold of a plank, and without concern- 
ing myself about the others, I only thought of how I 
vugbt escape a watery grave; so that even to this 

X 
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mpment I am ignorant of ^hat h&came of tiiem. 
But it is most probable that tbey all perisbedy 
for ;I never heard that ;aiiy of them got on shore* .{ 
was driTeo forward by the waves i/^itb^reat rapidityv 
wbidi was my good fortune ; for had I continued 
Qmch longer in that condition, I shbdld certainly 
bave givmi up the ghost; from hungdr and fi^gne. 
When I had got roaad a cape, whidi projected out 
a good distance, I found that the waveis were not so 
lighf and the roaming of the seat I heard less, and 
lescf distinctly. On seeing that I approached tb^ 
shore^Ibegan to bawl as loudly as I coQ]d,.in 
hopes that the inhabitants, on hearing the noiHe^ 
woqld come to my succour. Td my first cry I re^ 
ceived no answer ; but when I cried a seicond time, 
I heard a sound from the shore, arid perceived a 
number of the natives rtinning out of woods, while 
others were coming to meet me in a yawl, whidi 
Was wreathed together with withies and oak-twigs ; 
from which I concluded, that this nation must be 
extremely savage and uncultivated. But I was 
heartily glad, wh^n the rowers approached me, to 
see that they were perfectly of the human form, and 
the only real men whom I had met with in all my 
travels. They resembled very mudi the people on 
our globe, who dwell in hot climates ; for their 
beaMs were coal black, and their hair was curly: 
and those individuals who have long and loose hair 
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are looked upon as deformed. The country which 
they inhabit is full of barren rocks, and the craggy 
ridges of mountains contiguous to each other, which, 
in numerous bays and gulfs, pierce the clouds, cause 
the echo to reverberate through the valleys, pro- 
ducing the most astonishing ^ect. They at length 
reached the plank on which T was drifting, took me 
into their yawl, and set me on shore, wet as I was, 
ndiere they immediately supplied me hospitably 
with both meet and drink. Although the food which 
fiiey gave me was not particularly savoury and de- 
licious, it nevertheless refreshed me so much, after 
fatKtig hungetM and thirsted for three daj^s, that 
ill' a shoH; tim^ I recovered my former strength. ' 
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CHAPTER Xn. 



THE author's arrival AT QUAMA. 



In the mean time a multitude of people crowded 
round me from all srdes. ' One of them, in the name 
of the whole, invited me to speak ; but as I was 
nnax;quainted with their language, I knew not what 
to answer. They frequently repeated the words 
dank, dank; and as these seemed to me to be 
German, I answered them first in that language, 
afterwards in Danish, and, lastly, in Latin ; but they 
gave me to understand, by a shake of the head, that 
these tongues were unknown to them. I endea- 
voured, at length, to explain myself in tha subter- 
raneous languages ; namely, in the Nazarean and 
Martinian^ but all to no purpose. From this circum- 
stance I concluded that this nation could not have 
the least intercourse with foreigners, either by 
meansof commerce, or any other connexions, and 
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that I should in this place be obliged to become a 
diild again, and go to school afresh. 

After we had conversed together for some time^ 
without understanding each other, I was conducted 
into a small wattled cottage. In this there was 
neither table> chair, nor bench ; they sat upon the 
ground to take their victuals, and, instead of beds, 
they spread straw upon the floor, and there lay 
higgledy-piggledy, and slept the whole night. I 
was so much the more surprised at this, as the 
country contains a superfluity of thick woods. Their 
only subsistence was milk, cheese, barley-bread, 
and meat, which they always broiled, as they were 
entirely ignorant of boiling : in short, they lived 
nearly after the same manner as our primitive 
parents, 

Who wore the skins of animals theyM kill'd, 
Ate game and roots, of limpid water drank. 
In arts and sciences they were not skillM, 
No laws, no wealth, no difference of rank, 
No pomp, nor yet profuseness, they e'er knew ; 
These things by them were little understood ; 
Their hearts were gen'rous, and their errors few, 
' Their manners simple, their intentions good. 

I was obliged to live for a length of time like a 
dog, until I was master of so much of their 
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language^, as' to 'Enable «(e to ecmvarae Miritb, pod 
assist them a ]ittle fhnnigh tbear igi)9r9BC8>r! i1Cbe 
least of all rules that I gave them, by which to lead 
an tooest life; tikefy looted ii^Km as ^dii^ 
My fimi^ was quiekdy^, spread absoad^ soid'^^tba 
pe^f)Ie .from the adjaeent villages SoQ]al4lOti^)^<in 
6it>wds^;a8 if I had been steadier se^td^OfWft Ami 
^0w^tL ' I ^heaird, eveti^ that rmsny had b^gpa a 
pew chi^nology'frcim >tbe lime o£^^ ^AM 

Ihis.tijCkled m^«Otmiiidb(lke foore, asti 
upon ^tbe plsDiet' Nimsar§> bewt tderided^: iQOcIsed, 
wd ridiculed, &Hr:m;iiieo^id^!ate«^stfii^ fpte^tte 
|iQwet» Qf icoiQprebaisioii 5 1 s^ jn Mmiii!im%)Vsmy 
stapidify. ; This Ipfotes the ftmtbi €(f ithe old «dftge, 
that among the blind, a onereyed man'a^tking; lEbr 
I hud now got intoia country where I, wath a very 
little common learning, coald easily raise myself 
to the highest dignity. I had here the best oppor- 
tunity in the world to employ my talents^ since this 
very fruftftrl country produces everything in abun- 
dance that mail requfres, either for pleasure or 
advantage. The inhabitants were by no means 
indocible, and were not d/^lScietit in conc^tion ; 
but as they had never been instruct^, in anything, 
they lived in the darkest .ignorance. When I re- 
lated to them concerning my birth, father-land, the 
shipwreck 1 had suiBTered, and<seVeralother adven- 
tures, occurrences, and inddents upon my travels, 
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BO one would believe me* They were ipnch move 
indined to believe that I was an inhabitant of tlie 
Mn, and had descended from that great luminary^' 
fixr wbich reason they cotnmonly called me PMl-su^ 
or Envoy from the Sun. With respect to their 
idigionvtliey did not deny the existence of a Sopreme 
Being, bat gave themselves very little trouble about 
proving it : they thought it enough lor them to 
believe the same as their forefotiiers had believed ; 
and in (bis sole doctrine consisted' the whole of their 
theologjT* In morals they only knew thi8< one sim« 
pie ]Nreoept*-'2>o noi tmio bikers ^ what you t0ould 
not that they should do unUy you. They bad no 
laws ; the Emperor's will was their only rule. They 
punished here only for public offences; but when a 
person committed otherwise aiiy knaveryi, every- 
body shunned him aiid avoided his conversation, 
aad aU kitercourse with him ; and this contempt 
was generally so insupportable, to the guilty, that 
they most commonly grieved themselves to death, 
or,: growing wqary of their lives, put a:period to 
tiieir existence^ Of the computation of time they 
were perfectly ignorant: they reckoned their year 
ifier: the eclipses of the sun, occasioned by the 
faitervention of the planet Nazar. When a person 
was asked how old he was, he usually answered,: 
&at he bad lived to witness so many eclipses^ 
Their knowledge of nature was extremely small and 
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penreriSed ; for they believed the sun to be a plate 
of gold, and the planet Ncusar to be a cheese* 
When I asked them the cause why this planet, at 
certain times, increased and waned, they answered, 
that they knew not. Their wealth consisted in 
swine, which, with marks upon them, ran about 
the woods ; and every one considered himself rich, 
according to the number of pigs he possessed. 
Those treies which did not bear acorns or mast, 
and which had the appearance of not thriving, they 
U8^ to laiEih well with a whip, as they, in their 
simplicity, attributed this unfruitfniness to perverse- 
ness and malevolence. 

In this manner was the condition of this misera-^ 
ble people disposed, whom I in the beginning, even 
with the assistance of art and instruction, despaired 
of being able to make intelligent beings of; but 
y^hen I recollected. 

That diligence is always well rewarded. 

My scheme should, therefore, not be now retarded, » 

I bestowed immediately, for this reason, . all 
possible pains to refine and enlighten this raw and 
uncultivated people, which occasioned me to be 
looked upon by them as a Deity : and their confi- 
dence in my wisdom went so far, that they thought 
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nothing impossible for me to perform. Tbere^ 
foro. 

If here an ox was stolen, there a cow was ill. 
If pigs died in the wood, or fox the geese did kill ; 
' If e^er their fields of com were beaten down by hail. 
To me they ran straightway, and told the woful tale. 

So that in the middle of the night they wonld 
frequently visit my cottage and implore my assist'* 
anoe. I recollect to have once found a peasant on 
bis knees oh the outside of my door, wringing his 
bands, weeping, and complaining bitterly of the 
nnfruitfolness of his trees ; and supplicating me at 
the same time, in the most grievous manner, to 
exercise my authority, and cause them again to 
bear acorns, as they formerly did. 

I learned, that the whole realm was under the 
dominions of a Regent, whose residence was, at 
thai time, eight days' journey from tlie village 
where I lived. I use the expression ** at that time," 
because the imperial residence was in no fixed 
place; and, instead of solid houses, consisted of 
tents, wherein the court and all the household 
dwi^, and removed at pleasure from one province 
to another. The reigning Prince was a very old 
man, and bore the title oi Caaba, which signifies 
the great Emperor. \ In cbrisideration of the 
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Bttmber 6[ provinces wbidi this State oontftins. It 
may witfa propriety be denominated an Empire ; init 
on aocoont of the ignorance of tlie inlmUtanta, who 
knew not how to profit by tlieir manifold advan- 
tage9^ it had alwi^ been looked npcHi as insignii- 
€BBt, «agiO0edio theiittacks, mockery, and deririon 
of its neighbours, and not unfreqaently obliged to 
pay tribute eren to the most tude and uncfarilized 
nations. 

. The fame of my name and peifection was in a 
abort time sptead flirongb evDry province; From 
that time forward, no one undeitook anyttihg 
without first consulting me, aslan Oracle ; aad when 
any undertaking proved abortive, the cause was 
ascribed to my indifference and displeasure, for 
which reason numerous sacrifices and offerings were 
made, whereby again to appease toy wrath. I 
shall forbear to mention all the absurdities of whidi 
this extremely stupid people was guilty ; and confine 
myself to relating two or three, from which a person 
may. easily imagine the nature of the rest. A 
pregnant woman once believed that, vrith a very 
litfle trouble, I could cfmse 'tiie fcstus thw. in 
embryo to be a boy ; another besought nieto^inake 
her old parents young again ; a third person^* who 
was a man, entreated me to convey him !up to the 
sun, whence he might take as much gold as he 
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peeded, and bring an immense treasure back With 
Urn. . With these, and numetotis other siinUarly 
prepoeteroas requests^ I was so importanedi that 
many timea I was obliged 99rioiisl7 and fismiestly 
to. set them to Tights for their ^x)]i8tineBflE v Ibr I 
really feared, that the too great cqnfideoc^ yfU(h 
they placed in my power and perfactiojei^ woold $i 
length terminate in divine wone^ip^- After aoaxe 
t\ra(^, it reached the e^rs of tb^ old Emperor, that a 
great man w^ arrived in the country, in a strange, 
Qatlandi&fh dres^, who gave himself ont. as the 
Kpvoy frcon the sim, and had, by laying down to 
^if ^][8 Qiu^HeB (as the inhal^tmits are called, 
after vtjbue M^a^ of the country Quama), the most 
wise, imd almost divine rtdes for igniding them cor* 
rectly ,ki ih& way through life^ proved himself to be 
mQre;than human. His Majesty, tberefore,i]nimedi- 
i^te;ly .dispatched , envoys, with ordersto invite me 
tp his imperial residence. They wefe thitty in 
liiUQt)erf. and pdl clad in tiger-skins, which dress is 
eonsidered, in these countries, the greatest oma- 
meijft; for .no ononis permitted to wear it unless he 
bas distinguished himself , in the war against the 
TtmoquianSf who arp rational tig€a's, lUid mortal 
fnewi^ of i}[}e Qtumii68.' ^ 

.■ . ' • ^■> '• ' 

> In ^ village where I resided, I built a walled 

bo^setwp stories high, after &e European fashion. 
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This building astonidhed the envoys, as a work 
'Which surpassed all human power, and fhey entered 
ft, as a sanctuary, with the most religious and 
reverential awe, in order to announce to me the 
invitation of the Emperor in the following words :— 
** As" the great Emperor, our most gracious sove- 
reign Lord, leclsons his genealogy through numer- 
ous generations from Spynko, Child of the Sun, and 
first Regent in Quamoy nothing in the world could 
have yielded hini so much pleasure as this embassy, 
especially as it will tend so infinitely to the benefit 
of the State ; and it is to be expected, that the 
whole nation, under so excellent and heavenly a 
teacher, will quiclsly assume a quite different cha- 
racter. His Majesty, therefore, hopes, that the 
Envoy from the sun will be pleased to condescend 
to repair to the capital at 4iis earliest convenience, 
as he will there find innumerable opportunities of 
bringing the full powers of his perfection into 
immediate action." I expressed my thanlsfulness 
in the most humble and respectful manner, and set 
ofi" without delay for the capital, accompanied by 
the envoys. These gentlemen had been fourteen 
days on their journey to my house ; but on our 
retrogression, with the help of an art of which I 
was master, we found four days quite sufiicient. 
As I had remarl^ed that in this country there was 
a superfluity of horses, which were more trouble- 
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some than semceable to the inhabitants, since thej* 
ran about wild in the woods,. I showed the great 
advantage that could be derived from these, noble 
animals, and taught them how they were to be 
managed. Several were immediately caught aiid 
tamed, so that during the stay of the envoys at my 
house, I got as many broken and in readiness, as 
we needed on our journey. They were much terri- 
fied at the sight of these horses, and hesitated for a 
long time before they would mount ; but on seeing 
me and many otherSj without fear or risk, exercise 
and govern them with the r^ins in whatsoever way 
we pleased, they took courage, made :a trials and 
accommodated themselves at length to this mode, of 
travelling, by which they arrived again at home; in 
less than one third of the time they had required to 
make the journey from the Emperor's residence. 
As we approached the place where we expected to 
find the capital, we learned that it was removed 
to another province; we were, therefore, obliged 
to wheel about and take another route. 

, A person can form no idea to himself of the 
wonder and astonishment that were visible in the 
countenances of the QtiamUeSy on seeing us make 
our entry into the capital. Some were so terrified, 
that; they, ran out of the city. The Emperor him- 
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self was so oveieoiiie with fear» tiiHtherdiirst lM»t 
Tentiipe oat of liis tent, nor would he even make Us 
a^earaiK0 «ntil one of the' bnvoys distiiomtted, 
w^nt into his apartments, and explained to Mm ibd 
Whole mvstery. In a short time after, I wasltftfO^ 
daced, followed by a nameroas retinhe, In fhe most 
pompons and splended manner, into the impefial 
tent. Hie Emperor was seated upon a carpet, Bxvt* 
rounded by all his courtiers. On my entering the 
audience-chamber, I extolled, in the most modest 
Ittiguage that I Was capable of expressing, the 
great benignity which his Imperial Majesty \khd 
shown nie : whereupon he rosie from his seat, and 
asked me, what were the plea^i'e and present 
wishes or intentions of the King of thei dun, the first 
prog^iitor of his family ? As I found it ilecess&ty 
to keep up the old error among the ^tiiz^iieSf I 
answered him, that his^ Majesty, the Kiiig df the 
Bmi, had sent me down to this country, in order, by 
the means of good laws and rules, to refine the 
manners and improve the way of life of the unculti'' 
vated Qv/imiteSj and teach them the arts, by which 
they would not only be able to resist their warlike 
neighbours, but also to extend ibe froi^tiers of their 
empire: and added, that I was commanded to 
remain here for a continuance. The Emperor found 
much pleasure and satisfaction in this discourse. 
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caused immediately a tent to be pitched for me close 
to bis own, gave me fifteen servants to attend upon 
me, and treated me, not like a subject or dependant, 
with a sovereign's authority, but as an intimate and 
bosom-friend. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 



BEGINNING OF THE FIFTH MONARCHY. 



Thenceforth all my endeavours were used, to 
introduce into this nation something like order; 
and I commenced by improving their military 
service, in exercising the young recruits in riding, 
fencing, the broad-sword exercise, and shooting. 

Upon a heath, before the city-gates. 
On foot, on horse, and eke in battle -cars, 
In archery ; also to throw the spear. 
The young men of the town were exercis'd. 

In the beginning, I taught them chiefly how to 
break and manage horses ; as I expected, merely 
with the cavalry, to be able to keep the neighbours 
in check. By means of uninterrupted attention and 
diligence, I brought things so far, that, in a short 
time, I displayed before the Emperor six thousand 
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cavalrjr. As the Tanaqutans were just then pre- 
paring to make a fresh attack, in consequence of the 
annual tribute being withheld, the payment of which^ 
after several demands having been made> was at 
liength entirely refused, I advanced, according to 
the Emperor's request, with my new cavalry, and a 
party of infantry, to meet the enemy. I furnished 
the infantry with javelins and bows and arrows^ with 
which they could contend against the Tanaquians^ 
at some considerable distance; for ihe QuamHes 
had heretofore only made use of short swords or. 
daggers, and were, consequently, always worsted: 
in. a '.grappling engagement with these dreadful 
enemies, who, in physical strength, were so much 
superior to them. I was appointed general comman- 
dant, and on learning that the Tanaquiana were^ 
approaching the frontiers, I advanced immediately, 
against them. At the sight of this unexpected army, 
they were struck, with amazement, and halted for^ 
some time to contemplate us ; on which I ordered 
our troops to advance until we were near enough to' 
iBach them with the javelins j when we immediately^ 
commenced the attack, and on the first onset killed- 
a prodigious number. Their courage, however, was 
by no means daunted, and they in turn rushed ivtth 
frantic impetuosity upon our infantry.; but the 
cavalry at that instant fell upon their flanks, broke 
their lines, and compelled tbem to seek theii: safety - 

y 



S2S 

hi W idin^fateflipt; ^ that' thte attdek deddeS" 
the fat^ 6ffb^ hMaeciMpUtdly In 6af favioilr. Tfis 
en^my'ii l<^s in killed and w6tindeif, on &W 
occ^KAi^ t^dr et^rmdni^ : tiie Tanaqmtteh g^^til; 
tojgetber M9h iw^ttly 6t&et noble tigers, wete tak^ 
l^ftoheis^'alnd c((hdticfed &i triumph to ^^ • ' 

Thfir'fifiiVereal j&jr Which this sj^eiidid' victdjy* 
^xdM'^thr^ghouttl^>^h6T6 empire, is not to M 
deiK^nb^i^; fbir fb^ Quamit^/infohA^ wam^-wfeicP 
6iE)toicr(M7y'n€^6^itatedfb1a7 down their arms, arif 
SQppIiccftel for peace m the &6st disj^racefol tmsls^ 
the Eitip^rof '^ve oi^eft that the priik<misirs, a^ 
cording t(> aiianciefif cii^tbm,. should imfmedial^Iy' 
be pat to death ; bat this I fontid to be toohorHd,^ 
and thiBf€ffeV6 advJsed 'their' bel^g cast into prison ^ 
doiisiderinfg tbat the Tanaqtaians, with whotai 'jKe 
were at that time neither at peace nor war, wotdd* 
certainly remain entirefly inactive until they sa^' 
ih what Wahner we sh6uld use theii: prisoi^ers;* 
bes!(Ies I hinff^; that I had h^d of this cedsatibh' 
of hostilities, in order to execute some other plans- 
Which I h^d ^eft hi my head. 

I had reinlarkfed, thait the cottetty abounded In 
dtfttpefttii, of which Ihad already collected a cdh- 
siderable quantity^ for the purpose of m^kih^gnnr 
powder This intention I kept, however^ a isecfet^ 
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1r6m ereiybmiy exeefiting the EmpehjT^^vliose! 
perwisi^ion 1 reqaured to erect workshops for the. 
maDtdactoe oC mnskets and btiier fire-arms. With- 
theo^rw^poiis I hoped» witfaiii a short tiin^, to 
ilttbAiev a]i\the leneinies x^ &e isva^pixei Wheii 
I bald fiwUied a fewi hundreds of miiskets, together 
niHi ihi neceesaiy balldts, I madeii pablic trial of 
my iRseRtioii, tot tiie gipet^t astontobmeat 6f all who 
^»*iini988ed iti' ' A f ceriain hambet of jsoldiers were 
imiiiJsdiafaily seleeted for tfaSskind of wsrfi9tre7 and 
^9Bercl5ed"te>lUiei»aiiaj;ei^^ When 

ttM^iiadattaSned'to a GOQsideroble degree of per*^ 
^daDi]^'1&qr^)\i^re.>Tei$ewed by tiie Em|>eror, oh 
iiUdi oeGa8i<^I was ^pointed to the rank of Jackal^ 
W'gtoiferalissimo of aH: ^ forces^ While this was 
going, forward, I had cootracted an intitdate friends 
leAiip with tlie brave leader of the Tanaquiansy. the 
prisoner Tomopoloko^ with whom I held frequent 
iboiiiB8i88t]DiiG^ in; order to discover the condition, 
€lmi;actej^, and manners of his nation. I learned^ 
tamjf'titHar astonishment, tiiat they were a wise, 
pfoAwokt intelligent^ orderiy, well-bred, and en« 
iiglitened ^people ^ and that they cultivated the arts 
and sdeoeeti with much earnestness. He told me 
Hbsliy rfii the Esist, there was a particularly warlike 
tm&ODi against wliom flie Tsinaquians were obliged 
alDWffl^ to hold themselves iii a posture of def<^ce. 
TrueiH was^lliatithd inhabitants were but small^ 
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and {ii physical strength much weaker than those iii 
Tanaqiit; yet they possessed a superior ftcoteness, 
and Were well exercised in archery, and had fire- 
qitently compelled the Tan9quiaiis to sue for praoe. 
I learned sboftly aiter, that tiiis natioti consisted 
of cats, and had distinguished itself, among all tbe 
jpeople of (he firmament, for its wise and dubfle 
polity aiid extraordinary judgment. It vexed me 
not a litite to think, that skill, knowledge, and floe 
manners, were found in all ahimala in the sabt^ 
rsffieoiis world, and that the hunumieingSy naondyy 
the QitamiteSf were the only uiicuUiTated berlNh 
rians. But I made myself easy in the hope tbaft^ 
ere long, this disgrace .would be blotted out, and 
that th^ <iuamites would quickly regain that domi- 
nion, which became them, as men» to maintaifi 
over the brute creation* 

. After the last defeat, the Tanaquians remained 
peaceable for a length of time ; but as they, by 
means of spies, had ascertained the state and dis' 
position of our new cavalry, and were aware that 
these centaurs, which had struck such a terror into 
them, were in reality nothing else than tamed 
horses, with men up&n their backs, they again took 
bourage, and equipped fresh troops tb march against 
the Quamites, led on by their own King in person; 
Their army consisted of twenty thousand tigers, aB 
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old soMiSers Who were in the Uist engdgenient, 
with the exception of two regiments, which had 
been lately raised. But these warriors, who were 
scraped together in sach haste, were more i^ name 
than of service. Already sure of victory, they at 
pnce made an incursion into Quama. I ordered 
twelve thousand infantry,, among whom were six 
hundred musqueteers,. together with foiir thousand 
cavalry,^ to advance immediately against them. As 
I ^tertained not the least doubt respecting a 
fortunate result, I entreated the Emperor, in order 
Uiat > he might reap all the honour of the victory, to 
lead our soldiers. By this appearance of modesty, 
I lost by no means any of my own dignity or 
reputation, for the army still looked upon me as 
,the real commander. I advised that the enemy 
should not be immediately attacked with the fire- 
arms, in, order to see whether it was not possible 
to gain the victory merely with the help of the 
cavalry ; but this advice cost me dearly ; for the 
Tanfiquians made so impetuous an assault upon 
our infantry ^ that they put them directly to flight. 
And oil the other side, they resisted the attacks 
of our cavalry with so much bravery, that the 
victory remained for a length of time upon a 
balance. A more^ obstinate battle, a. more des« 
perate and sanguinary conflict, waff scarcely ever 
witnessed'— 
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Atad long and donbtfal was the bleody comta^;^ 
And ev'rjTwlierey on undeterminM wing. 
Between both annies^ ykt^ry seemM to aoar^ 

when I ordered the 'tiitiscjiieteers at «ice to ad- 
viance* At the first discharge, the Tanaqnians 
were filled with amazemefht ; for they could htm 
no Gonceplion of either what oecasion^d the th«nder 
and lightning, or whence they came; but on per- 
ceiring the dreadful effects that were proidnoed by 
them,, they were all immediately overwhelmed wifli 
flight By the first volley, two handi^ tigerd fell, 
among whicb were two chapliains, whom the balls 
struck while they were speaking and cbeet&giiip 
the drooping spirits of the soldiers, and Indpiring 
them with courage* Their loss occadionied'md* 
versal sorrow,, because they were crasldereii the 
two best and most eloquent preachers. When I 
perceived the consternation of the enemy, I ordei^ 
a second volley to be fired. By this discharge the 
slaughter was still more considi^rable:' the King 
himself was shot. This bereaved the l^naqnians 
of all hope^ and they immediately took to their 
heels; the cavalry pursued, and sabred guch'an 
immense number of the fugitives, that the dead 
bodies which covered the field obstructed the Victors 
from marching any further. The conflict bfiliig 
ended, our people counted the slain of the enemy, 
and found thirteen tliousand lying on 'the field <>f 
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batiief who had fallen partly in tl^' jengag^Aieot, 
and partly in tbeir flight. The. Tiotorious ratmjr then 
jdivanced into the kingd(Mii of Tanaquij and^ ailer 
Mine days', niarch, pitched tbeit eamp ^heforeihe 
.^pital. SveiylK^y. was. |n>ihe^moa^ time seized 
jwith terror and. overwhelmed >Vi^ith:eonsternatipnif6 
jQiqb a degree^ itbat the magist][at^ camQ in the 
JOQst jsnJt^missiTe and sappliant maniierio meet,iis> 
.jeind .t!(> the :Ti<^Qrs delivered ovdr thff:keyftiof..&ib 
.tpwn, :altb<lii)gh it vms, both :by. .natorewaiii] ap^ 
l^dl»QrdinfiiiIyv ffell fortified. , Jta. great 4ae, the 
ibtfiadth .of Jto 8tf)ed;», and, magnificent buildings^ 
digttogcuabed it asione of the.ino8t.considqra[ble and 
illustrious cities I had ever seen. It appeared to 
me ^eistremely .torpfising, thCat the. Quamifes^ who 
jvrese surrounded on.allsides by sjudi enlightened 
inatlonsy isboold have remained so .long in the dk^ke^ 
^goorance* : But it must have been with .thenr, 
a0jis>lbe ;.cas(e with c^taln. European nations^ who 
Jl^ver .concha themselves about what, takes place 
f)2<Qad, who consider tb^ own peculiar ways the 
:ll08t^.bold to their old .wont, and remain for that 
jTi^Lson in the. stoie common course to all otemity, 
•without , ever advancing oDa, single step further. 
:X^ TaAaquians b^an, from the time of this great 
<8langbter» a new chrondogy ; and as this decisive 
|)attle was fought on the third of the month of Tori^/, 
.4bey reckoned the same among the unlucky days. 
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In this month,' the planet Nazar^ whose cwf^ 
;roand the sun detennines the computation of time 
and the seasons, is at its greatest elongation from 
ihis part of the firmament The whole firmament 
moves, in like manner, also romid the snn ; bat as 
the planet'» motion is qoicker, it appears larger and 
-smaller^ according as it is nearer to this or the 
opposite hemisphere. The astronomical calculi^ 
tions are made from the increase and decrease of 
the planet Nazar^hxA from the eclipses- of the smi* 
I once, by occasion, thumbed over, in a perfimctorj 
manner, some of the Tanaquitish almanacs, which 
1 found particularly methodical and well finished. * 

i As the capital had surrendered, the rest of the 
country quickly followed its example. The coM^ 
tempt in which the Quamites bad hitherto been held 
was now changed into respect, and the empire, 
with the addition of this subjugated kingdom,, be- 
came nearly of double the importance that it was 
before. As all this success was unanimoasly 
ascribed to my skill, prudence, and activity, the 
,great veneration which they had already for too 
Jong a time paid to me was now heightened into a 
firm divine worship. When I had garrisoned all 
the towns of this conquered country, in order to 
keep this fierce and warlike people in subjection, I 
.then again thought seriously on executing the plan 
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} hud commenced — ^to extirpate entirely theigno^ 
ranoe and barbariRm in which the Quamites had 
hitherto slept. In the beginning I experienced 
great difficulties in introducing ihe sciences ; for 
the Latin and the smattering of Greek which I had 
learned in Enrope, were not of the least advantage 
to me here. . I fouid myself, therefore, necessitated 
to send for twelve erudite tigers from that hostile 
country. These I appointed professors, and 
charged them to establish a university, after the 
model of the academies in their country; and gave 
^orders, that the Tanaquitish royal library should 
be removed to ^uatna, I proposed to myself^ 
ni the mean time, as soon as the QuamUes had 
made such proficiency in the sdences as to be 
iible to advanee alone, to send these borrowed 
teachers back to their home. 

r . 

My curiosity to be acquainted with the Tana-* 
iinitish library was particularly excited by the 
imprisoned general Tomopoloko^ who informed 
me, that among the manuscripts there was a book, 
&e author of which had been upon our globe, and 
had given a description of several of its countries, 
specially of those in Europe. The Tanaquiana 
had become possessed of this manuscript at a 
time when they were at war with a very remote 
power; but the author had concealed his name;. 
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nor was it ev^ kdo.wn what cototfyi|i90 ifae; fsiBfi^ 
CHT by what means, he' bad; a$qeiKl0d tofttb^ mr^i* 
After baying looked: all the :l^Q|isthrtHigb> (1:IqiWiI 
ttiat ;eve]7thi&g with which' Toiaio^ Ql^e 

ine aeqaainted conceding itbm waiting fHm tsiietf 
andy thbrrfore, diselofied ^ jk» t^m^ in ^oq^fidmce, 
my parenti^e and thfe.nameofmy i^tive oopi^j 
assuring him, ; that t<^D my acriyM I !had. tbldath^ 
Qua7i\itee the sanfe ; bu^ithisistapid.p^opl^. WmM 
not give credit to^my words, being mfffein^ioi^ito 
believe^ thai I wasi;an> envoy ^bdm tbe. i^iin;>imd 
(hat they still persisted: most pettina^omafy la.tb^if 
^rror. I added, that I considejred it wrong ^ 
retain any Iqnger > so vain a titlq and tb$it J bddpt 
length formed the resolution of disclosing».wiUKHit 
reserve, my true descent, by which Candid <nd 
ingenuous acknowledgment^ I considered that I ran 
no risk of losing the esteem in which I stood, 
especially as I hoped that, on reading rthis ^otanu- 
script, all and every of them would be, convinced of 
bow much the Europeans surpass all other mOrt^lB 
in wisdom and virtue. But of this resohition pf 
mine this intelligent and experienced general 
aitirely disapproved ; and he e^^pres^ed hiia OpinSi;^ 
upon the subject in. the following words :--^** ; It i« 
necessary, enlightened and illusMous hero,, tlb^t 
you should first peruse the book; you'jyill th^n^ 
perhaps, after having read it, entertain. Qtber 
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tbonghts; for tbe author either romances, or the 
Supra^terraneans are a foolish, whinK^ica], freakish, 
hair-brained, fantastical, capridoas, and conceited 
people, whose manners and morals are cormpt, 
vicious, and debauched, and whose laws and regu-' 
lations are more deserving of ridicule than of adini* 
ration. When you have read the book, you can- 
then act as to you seems meet ; but! will neverthe* 
less counsel you not to lay aside that title uriiicU 
has inspired the Quandtes withso:high a veneration 
for yon, without hiature consideration: for nothing, 
in the worid is so w^II qualified to keep the coin- 
monalty in obedience, as a prepossession which 
ifa^ have for the noble dispo^tion and illustrion^ 
deiioent of t&eir: chief " ' 

' : I followed this advice, and resolved on perusing 
tiierbook, as it was translated by Tomqpoloko. The 
iMigiiial titleof it was ** Tinian^s (iliis name is con^ 
sideiied fictitious) £^»(j9ra-^raneou9 Travel / oTjU 
DescHpthn of the Empires^ Kingdomsy and.Coun* 
hies ^^n Ike Earthy' cmd parlitnUetrlff of those in 
'Murepe.** But as the book, tlirough use landold 
ag^ wad in a very < dirty and tatteried canditum^ 
tl^'piui which I was the most curious to see, 
namely, hi what manner the ^author had ascended 
to tbe earth, and how he had got down again, was 
mfortunately wanting. : , 
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The following are the contents of the work jufet 
as I found it :— 

' * • * * • ■ 

•* Fragments from Tinian^s Journal^ kepi during 
his Travels upon the Earth / translated by Ais 

, Excellency Tomopolokoj General »m the Service 
of his Tanaquitish Majesty. 

. # # # <( This country (Oermany) is called the 
Roman empire ; but this is merely an empty titled 
for the Roman monarchy ceased entirely to exist 
some hundreds of years ago. The language of 
this country is not easy to be understood^ in eoB^ 
sequence of its inverted construction \ fov that which 
in other languages is placed in the beginning, is 
here brought in at the end ; so that it is impossible 
to get at the meaning of anything before you have 
read down a whole page. Their form of govern- 
ment is very absurd. They think they have a 
Regent, when, in truth, they have none. It is said 
to be one empire, and is, nevertheless, divided into 
several different principalities, each having its own 
form of government, so that one neighbour will 
frequently make a formal declaration of, and carry 
on, war against another. The whole couirtry is 
titled ^ holy,' although there is not the least trace 
of holiness to be found in it. The Regent, or, more 
correctly speaking, the w«-regent, who bears the 
title of Emperor, is always styled, ' the Increase^ 
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of tte Empire,' although it not , uhfrequently 
happens that he is the cause of its being much 
lessened. He is also denominated ^ invincible/ 
notwithstanding he is often beaten and thrown into 
a complete dilemma, both by the French and by 
the Turks. One has not less reason to be asto* 
Hished at the privileges and liberties of the people ; 
(or many have privileges, which they are prohi- 
bited .from using. Innumerable commentaries 
have been written, and are there to be found, on 
tiie German constitution, but, notwithstanding, they 
have not advanced it one single step furtiier towards 
perfection; for ♦*# 

■ • 

^ * *•* « The capital of this kingdom (France)^ 
'Which ,i6 veiy large, is called Parisj and may, in 
certain respects, be considered the capital of Europe ; 
for it . exercises a kind of legislative power over 
till the other European nations. It possesses, for 
example, the exclu^ve right of prescribing, nay^ 
even of dictating, in what manner they shall live^ 
Imd how fhey shall <:lothe themselves ; so that no 
dress or fashion is so incommodious and ridiculous, 
ithat the rest of Europe is not obliged to adopts 
provided the Parisians have thought proper 16 
introduce it. How or when the Parisians have 
.^obtained possession of this right, I am quite igno- 
jrant. I remarked,' however, that this domimoii 
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tlld not le^ctsnd to other things ; forsevml natloro 
in Europe are oft at war with France, and compel 
her freqpsrenfly to make peace on tolerably hard 
tecDds:; hot Ibe 8laiv««yr in whidi ihey hoUL one 
^quarter <^ the ^lob^ in regard, to ttie manner dF 
living dnd Ibe dressv conttnnes, nevertheless^^ stBt 
to exist. In Yolfdile comprehensiony eager desife 
after di that is novel, and kirentive fertihiy of mind,^ 
the- Ptfisianfl resemble mudb the Martinians. 

**»«prom ]fla&g«a we trairclled te J^^ 
TTbis city ts subj^ to a priest, wbcHA thejrstjtkli 
* His HoUnesa ike Pope^ and who is considered .fiMf 
most potent of all emperors, kings, and princes in 
^urope, noiwithstandilig iat persontnigM be able to 
travel from one aideto the other of bis state, in the 
course of an aftenioon. For unlike the other princes^ 
who only rule over the lives and property of their 
subjects, he can at once doom their souls to eternal 
destruction. The Europeans in general believe, that 
this priest has the keys of heaven in his keeping. I 
was exceedingly curious togetarightof themi; but 
idl my ttouble was to no purpose, and lam stiD 
ignorant both of their appearance and of tiie shrine b 
which they are deposited. The power whtih be has 
and exercises, not only over his own subjects, hA 
over the whole human race, consists principally in his 
being able to absolve those Whom God condenms^ 
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«ndlU) cbndeioQ those whoifa GodBibibhres : a tm\f 
prcMligtdas aufhbritjl'y^^ whicby ou^ Subtermneana are 
makl^ to a£brni up(H» path was never delegated fd 
mortal liiail. Bat jt isaii eaajr liieltter to palm utiy-* 
thing upon the Europeans, and to induce thena to 
believe the most absurd and monstrous fictions^ 
notwitbstMidii^ t&ey considi^' tbeiBselves so Ex- 
ceedingly wisis and clevek', amly infliEited witii tbi9 
eoncbit, -tbfy look down* opoir* all oiiiet people^ 
whose manners they tehnd barbarons, with the 
^s^est disd^iinj I will in' no wise attempt to 
defend ' oar sttbterranean manners, customs, and 
regulaltens; butvrill merely quote some of those 
€ff the Eordpeanis^ in ordar to show what little right 
tbey have to arrogate to themselves a superiority 
<rmr JBiHotheir nations.' 



••It is a-cQstom, in niany.J)laces in Europe, td 
b6S6^w the' hatir aifd dothes with ground and sifted 
tbthfV¥tAdk hatare has produced for the food of man^ 
l^am^Lia called j^ot^efer^ whicii at night '^ith 
gf^tpimE^ is combed out of the hahr, in order that 
fe^fikif ba ready t6 receive a fresh sprinkling on the 
following morning: - Anot^fer custom^ whidh apt 
peared to me not less ridiculous, was this; — ^they 
bate' a^^Ttatn covering or hat for their heads, to 
j^Otedfth^mfiom the cold; but these they generally 
earij^'imdef their am^, even in the depth of Wintet 
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—which stnlck ine as being just as abslird as Iter 8 
person to go throng, the streets with his coat or 
his breeches in his hand^ exposing that part of the 
body which pnght to be covered, to the indemenqr 
of the weather. 

^ The feligioos doctrines of the Eurc^^eans are 
admirable and accordant with sound reascm. In 
the books which contain what . they shall bdieve 
and do, it is commanded that they shall be oooy 
' stantly and sedaloasly read, in order to find out 
their true meaning ; and these writings enjoin In* 
dnigenoe and forbearance with the weak and de- 
luded. Nevertheless, he who gives soi interpretation 
dl£kring from that of the great mass of people, of 
the contents of these books, is immediately cast into 
prison, scourged, and even sometimes burnt, for 
his want of judgment. This seemed to me very 
similar to flogging a man at the cart's tail because 
his visual organs were imperfect, and caused that 
which t)tber people found to be square, appear to 
him completely round. I was informed that, on 
this account, some thousands of human bdngsliaA 
been beheaded, hanged, and burnt* 

^^ In most of the towns and villages -there -are 
certain persons who stand upon elevated places, and 
inveigh with great austerity against sins in ptfaersy 
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which they themselves are daily committing ; which 
seemed to me the same as hearing an intoxicated 
man preach against dnmkenne^s. 

" He who happens to be awry, humpbacked, or 
to have a halt, on his coming into the world, solicits 
for the title of high-bom, or your Lordship ; and he 
who is of lowextraction, is desirous of beiiig styled 
right-noble. Both parties, in my opinion, are as 
preposterous as if a dwarf wished to be thought a 
giant, and an old man a young fellow. 

** In the large towns, it is almost everywhere the 
fiishion for great people to invite their friends, im- 
mediately after dinner, to take some black soup^ 
prepared from burnt beans, which is vulgarly called 
coffee^ To the places where this soup is to be 
taken, they are drawn in a box upon four wheels, 
by two very strong and wild animals ; for the Euro- 
peans consider it extremely indecent to pass through 
the streets on fix)t. 

" On the first day of the year, the Europeans are 
attacked by a certain disorder, which is entirely un- 
known to the Subterraneans. The symptoms of it 
are a particular disquiet of the mind and agitation in 
the bead, which are often so violent as not to allow 
a pmon .on that day to remaim five minutes together 

z 
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in one p)«ce. Tbey lun like mttdmen from bouse 
to boase, wi&oot knowing themselTes why or 
wherefore. This sickness will last with many as 
mach as a fortnight ; when, being at length weary 
with an incessant running about, they again recover 
their reason, and are restored to thw former health. 

4 

: ^< A9 the £uropeaAs are afflicted with a number 
.of dlsi^as^s of tbor Blind, an ii^nite number of reme^ 
dies bas been found out. Some are attacked by a 
delirious propensity to walk in s«eb a manner 
through the streets, that their left side is always 
turned, towards tlier right side of those, whom they 
meet. The furth^one travels to the ttor&, te 
more violent is the disease ; from which it is very 
evident, that it is occasioned by. the keenness of tlie 
air. The medicament Consists in certain stamped 
leaves with some characters upon them. When 
the sick persons wear these: talistnen about. tfaem^ 
they gradqcilly recover. Another species' of mad* 
ness is cured by the ringing of sdeulU; bells, which 
settles the mind again in quiet: but the effect of 
this remedy is only transitory ; for after tiie lapse 
of two hours the disease returns with a twofold 
violence* 

^Mn France^ lialy^ and Spain j^ the piebple^ doring 
the space of. some weeks in th6 winter, entiidy 
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lose their wits. This madness is cared by strewing 
ashes upon the foreheads of the maniacs. In the 
northern part of Europe, where these ashes possess 
no viirtae, nature is obliged to take its course. 

** Most of the Europeans have a custom, three 
or four times every year, in the presence of wit- 
nesses, of entering into a certain solemn covenant 
with (Jod, wbkh they violate immediately after. 
This covenant is called communion ; and it wouM 
seem that they enter into it merely to show, that it 
Is a CQstom with them three or four times in the 
yefl* to break their vows. When they confess their 
sins and implore Grod's mercy, it commonly talces 
place according to measure and in certain melodies. 
8Dme!times Ili^yihaTe recourse to the assistance of 
fifes', drums, and tinimpets: all those sins^ the 
pnnijihmeiit for which thfy are desirous of depre^ 
•ctit&ig with niiiBic, fltte enorixk>us indecld. 

<' Almost all the nations in Europe are bound to 
believe abd acknowledge thcf doctrines cbntained in 
a[iofertabi saered book. But in the sbutbem countries, 
theresdbUg of tbis bo^iii^entirely forUdden ; so tb^t 
the pe<^ple are condtraitted tb believe that which 
they ti^th^r dlireread nor look into without the feat 
of beiQJi poMsbed. In the same regions it i^ also 
itltMit-T^iify forbiddM to worsliip and reverence 

z2 
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the Almigbty, excepting in a tmgae with wbkli 
tbey are completely unacquainted; so that tboee 
prayers only are considered lawful and pleasing to 
God, which are repeated by persons who know not 
themselves what they are saying. 

. <^ In all large cities, those whom they promote to 
posts of honour and dignity are paralytic ; so. that 
tbey, lilce sick people, are carried through the streets 
in shut-up boxes. 

** Most ofthe Europeans have their ownbairsha?ed 
(^, and cover their bald pates again with foreign* . » 

^^ The learned controversies, which generally 
occupy the European Academies, consist in the 
examination of things, the discovery of wbidi is 
"*^-^ either of no utility whatsoever, or whose nature it 
is impossible for the haman understanding to com- 
prehend. 

^^ The , most learned subjects which the Euror 
peans expose to consideration, relate to a few old 
bpqts, shoes, slippers, necklaces, and clo^, that 
bejoqg to a nation which has long been extinct' In 
the sciences, as well ecclesiastical as secular, no 
one judges for himself, but merely subscribes to 
the judgment of another. They tell us, that they 
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believe him, whom, in all things, they know to be 
the wisest : against this I have not the least ob- 
jection, if raw and ignorant people are capable of 
knowing anything about the matter. Bat to de- 
cide who is wise, and who is not, requires a person 
to be wise himself. 

• > - . 

- " In the large towns and villages in the soathera 
eoontries, a number of cakes, or wafers, are carried 
about, which the priests give out for gods; and 
•the most wonderful and astonishing is, that the 
bakers themselves, notwithstanding the dough of 
which they are made is still sticking to their fingers, 
affirm, upon oath, that these cakes have created 

both heaven and earth. 

• ■ ■ 1. , . 

** The EngHah prefer their liberty to everything 
else; and none are in this nation slaves, with the 
exception of the married wom^n. In matters of 
religion, they reject to-day that which they pro- 
fessed yesterday. This changeableness I attributed 
to ttie situation and climate of the country ; for as 
they %re islanders and seamen, their fluctuating 
element hflis, in all probability, some effect upon 
their minds. They are incessantly inquiring after 
each other's health, so that a stranger might easily 
take them all to be physicians ; but the question—^ 
H&w do you db^.^isa mere phriaiser— a simple sound 
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without the least ngnification. The urfiabitaob 
of this island file, point, and diarpen, tb^ imj^ 
standing and imaginative feculty to such a degre^ 
that namt>ers of them in the end wiU not'imfipe* 
qoently lose their senses altogether. 

^* There is sitaated, towards the north, a republic 
consistmg of s^ven provinces. Thesci are eded 
United^ notwithstanding there is not th^ Iwet tifM^ 
of union or harmony to be fr)mid among tbem^ 
The lower order of people boasts here of its power, 
and maintain that they direct in the tdministration 
of the affairs of state ; althongh there is no oooaiby 
in the world in which the commonalty is mwe 
excluded from public offices than in this, where th^ 
government is in the bands of but a very few 
families. 

** The inhabitants of this state, with anxious vtA 
indefatigable diligence, scrape togeflier immensf 
riches, which they, however, are afraid to ^oy ; so 
that their purses are always full, and their stomaidis 
always empty. A person might almost imagine 
that they lived upon smoke, which they we con- 
tinually sucking in through certain reeds or day- 
pipes. We must nevertheless allow that thcaie 
people surpass all others in cleanliness ; for they 
wash everything, with the exception of their bands. 
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. *^ In divers large and small towns in th« Wsfth 
of Enrope, the watchmen patrol the streets during 
the night, and in a singing, or rather a betiowin^ 
or braying, tone, every hour wish the inhabitants a 
good repose ; on which occasions. If they Were stink 
almost in the eternal i^eep of deat&, the^ gitar*^ 
dians of fte night would be eare eiich tittle to aWake 
tbem. 

^ Every country has its lawsaild otiistdttis, whioti 
aie, for the most part, entirely opposed lo eteh otbdr. 
Tfaos, for example, according to law, the wife must 
obey her husband ; but, acceding to custom^ ^ 
husband is obedient to the wife. 

** In Europe, those persons are objects ^ the Ugh^ 
eat esteem and retyped;, who Hve in so prddigal and 
extravagant a manner, that they not only devour all 
the produce of the country, but even the coui^ry 
itself; and no condition of man is so much despised 
as tfaflt wfai<^ cultivates the eart^ to feed schd 
aonriab these gluttons or giormandizers. 

^ To what depth the Europeans are sunk In vioe, 
the many gallowses and places of eice^atiovi wbieh 
Bate everjrwhere observable will greatly assist ill 
drawing a conclusion. Every town has ite 0Wn 
bangmaiK England must, however, Altogeti^i* be 
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excepted ; where I believe there are no hangin<sii, 
dB the inhabitants of this country most commonly 

hang themselves. 

■ 

/ *^I entertain a strong suspicion that the Enro- 
peam are cannibals ; for they shat np whole mol- 
titudes of fresh and hale yoong fellows in certain 
enclosures, that are called cloisters, for the purpose 
of making them plump, sleek, and fat ; whidi seldom 
fails to, have the desired effect, as they, are exempt 
from every kind of labour, and have nothing else 
to care for, in these gardens of pleasure, but the 
indulging and pampering themselves. 

'^ The Europeans commonly drink water every 
morning in order to cool their stomachs; but 
sicarcely have they, by this, means, quenched the 
flame, than they have immediate recourse to the 

brandybottle, for the purpose of warming them again. 

• . . ... 

" The religion in Europe is divided into two princi- 
pal sects — ^the Roman-Catholic, and the Protestant 
Some Protestants worship only one God, and the 
generality but three: the Catholics numberless ; for 
they have as many gods and goddesses as they 
have towns and villages. All these gods and 
goddesses are created by the Pope, or high-priest 
of Rome; and the Pope himself is always created 
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by certain priests, or cardinals, as they are called* 
From this may be eteen with what power these 
cardinals are invested, since they are able to create 
the creators of gods. 

^ The ancient inhabitants ot. Italy snbdaei) the 
whole world, and yielded to their wives ; the pre- 
sent iidiabitants, on the contrary, ill use their 
wives, and yield to the whole world. 

^' The animdls in Europe are divided into two 
classes — ^those which live on the land, and those 
which are aquatic. There are some, however,- 
that are termed amphibious, and are able to exist 
in both elements. For example: frogs, porpoises, 
and Dutchmen; for these are inhabitants of 
morasses, 

' And live as well in water as on land/ 

'^ The Europeans eat the same sort of food as 
ourselves. The Spaniards alone live entirely upon 
air. 

"Trade flourishes everywhere in Europe; and 
many things are there sold which we never think 
of dealing in. For instance: in i?om^,: seats, in 
heaven are sold ; in Switzerland^ they sell them*' 
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■elves; end in ####, tbe crown, sceptre, and 
regalia, are all put up to poblk auction. 

*< Indolence is, in Spain^ a sare sign of a well-lnvd 
man ; thna, nothing is a greater proof of .^;emiine 
nobility than sleep. 

^ Those people are everywhore denominated 
orthodox who know not what they believe, and 
who are unwilling to give themselves the trouble of 
examining into what they hear. There are many, 
who, merely on account of &is negligenoe and 
thoughtless indolence, are introduced among the 
number of the saints ; while they, on the colitwy, 
who are solicitous about their eternal destiny, and 
who dive deeply into, and weigh, and investigate^ 
and scrutinize, all things appertaining to religiott, 
are, for the least swerving from the ruling opinion, 
condemned to all eternity. 

^* The Europeans, in general, believe that ever- 
lasting bliss, or eternal damnation, is not the 
consequence of men's actions during their lives, or 
the performance or negligence of their duties, hot 
depends entirely on the place in which they were 
bom ; for they all conceive, that had they been bcm 
in another country, and of other parents, they 
would have had a quite different belief. Tbey 



appear, therefore, •ot to condemn people so much 09 
aoconnt of tbeir exe^ing tlus or thatreligiony 9$ 
Jiecaase they happened to be bom fai tibis or that 
plaoe; wUdi I can by no means find to be tdih 
sonant with the juistice and goodness of the Divine 

^ Among their authors, thos^ are in the bi^l^st 
tepate and esteem, who distort and invert the na* 
tnral order of style, and render that, which in 
itsdf was dear and perspicuous, completely obscure 
and wholly unintelligible. These writers are de* 
nominated * Poets,' and their transpositicm of words 
is called * Poetryt' This is, however, far from being 
sufficient to form a genuine and legitimate poet; 
for it is highly essential that he should at the dame 
time be capable of lying most abominably. For 
this reason a OBrtain old fellow of the pameof 
fhmer^ who proved himself master of both the 
requisites, is there worshipped with an almost 
dii^n^ adoration. Numbers endeavour to imitate 
Ms transposition of order and falsification oi truth ; 
Imt none, as I was informed, could at all attain to 
bis perfection. 

^ The cultivators of literature purchase books iii 
gnsat abundance } not so much, however,, for their 
^contents, as on account of their elegant binding 
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ttnd large nze, The booksellers^ who know how 
to profit by this book-parade, have tbe trick of re^ 
printing wretched and common works in a new size, 
with a different type, and illostrated at the same 
time with nnmerons plates, which, wh^i bodndin 
an elegant manner, are sure of a rapid sale at a 
price of more than doable their value. It must 
here be remarked, that. the sdenoes form th^rea 
brandi of commerce, and that philosophers .and 
other authors are reckoned among the most respect* 
able inerchants. Simpletons commonly write more 
books than any other persons, as if they were afraid 
that the fame of their stupidity would not otherwise 
be handed down to posterity. f 

^^ The academies in Europe greatly resemble so 
many commercial Exchanges, where degrees, pro- 
motions, dignities, and such-like scientific merchaiH 
dize are sold at moderate and reasonable prices; 
and which here, in the subterraneous world, are 
not obtained without much labour and fiitigne, and 
many years', both night and day» regular and close 
application to study. Those are styled DoctorSy 
who have attained the highest pitch of human learn- 
ing ; or, as the Europeans term it, who hare teached 
the summit of Mount Parnassus, which is the abode 
of nine young virgins. Next to them follow the 
Magistri, who purchase their learned titles. at a. 
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lower rate» and are, therefore^ considered d good 
deal less omniscient. From this* it may be seen 
bow mnch benevolence and complaisance prevail in 
the snpra-terranean Universities in favour of man- 
kind/ where the road to learning is made so easy 
and commodious. The northern academies are in 
^8 respect a little more particular, as they never 
confer either honours or dignities without a previous 
examination. 

** The learned and illiterate are distinguished 
from each other by a difference in dress and man- 
ners ; but more especially by a difference in religion. 
The first, for the most part, believe in only one 
God : the others, on the contrary, worship a plu- 
rality of gods and goddesises. The prindpal 
deities of the learned are ApoUdj Minerva^ the 
nine Muses, and some other lesser Whole or half 
gods, whom the poets invoke when they are seized 
with, a .fit of raving. . The learned are divided, 
aoeording to their various studies, into different 
classes, as philosophers, poets,. grammarians, meta- 
pbysidms, and so forth. 
. " * ■ ■ ' 

*^ A : Philosopher is a scientific shopkeeper, who, 
i^t a certain fixed price, sells pr^cripts for self- 
denials, temperance, moderation, and poverty ; and 
piddles. 00 long against ridies, that be becomes 
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rich biniseir. The Mber of the philoBOpbers is olie 
Seneca, who, through poTsning this line of oondbct, 
amassed a princely fortone. 

*^ A Poet is a man who makes an ost^tntion 
with printed nonsense, falsehoods, and extrava* 
gant eflfosions of a disordered brain. DelirimA is 
flierefore a strong characteristic of a truly sablime 
poet. All who express their ideas with per s p i cuity 
and simplicity are deemed unworthy of the laurel* 
wreath. 

*< The Grammarians compose a kind of military 
state, which disturbs the public tranquiUiiy. Tb^ 
are distinguished from all other warriors by their 
particular uniforms, which, instead of being of diyera 
colours, are all black ; and instead of a sword, their 
weapon is a pen. These heroes fight with as modi 
obstinacy about a letter or a word, as those fai 
coloured uniforms do for country and liberty. I am 
inclined to believe, that the governments maintdn 
this class of people for the sole purpose of pi«^FMt-^ 
ing mankind, during a time of peace, from gettblg 
diseased through the enjoyment of too much tran- 
quillity. Sometimes, however, when these learned 
warriors carry things to such a pitch as to threaten 
wltti an efiusion of Uood, the magistracy is obl%Bd 
to interpose its auttiority; whidi, aslbettrd^ wii 
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atke case some time previous in Paris, wher^ the 
Supreme Codiicily in consequeiice of the controversy 
between the Doctors respecting Q and K assam* 
ing so serioas an aspect, was at length compelled 
to^ issne a decree permitting both these letters to 
be used. 

*^ A Naturalist is a person who searches into the 
bowels of' (be earth ; who closely examines the 
natare of the biped^ quadniped, and pdlyped ani* 
maih, worms, and insects; and who, in short, 
knowff everything bat himself, 

*' A Metaphysician alone perceives that which id 
ocmcealed from every other person ; he knows, 
«lfe^ribee, and unfolds, the true essence of ghostd 
and of the soul, as well as all that is, and all 
that i» not; but wbo, becanse of his too quick 
rigbt, is not aUe to diieicem anything thiA lieslnttne*^ 
diafefy bcA)Te him. 

'< Soch is the state of the reptiblic of letters in 
Europe. I could quote many more absurdities; 
but tlkse ^I suffice to giv^ the readier an idea of 
tlte principal ones, from which he will be enabled 
io jtii^ bow< ftr the^ Europeans have a right to 
eooMet tb^tiisel^es < th^ * onljr sages in existence; 
Wie^'iinist; however; allow that <lie supra^jerranieaii 



352 

Doctors and Magistri have a much greater fadlitjr 
ia acquiring a superior education, than oar sabter- 
raneous literati ; for there are pn^essors of Ian* 
guages and sciences, who not only teach that whidi 
they themselves have learned, but also that whereof 
they have not the slightest knowledge. We find 
it a difficult matter enough, by any means, to instil 
into the minds of others what we ourselves k&ow ; 
but to teach them that in which we a:re totally 
unskilled, we can scarcely form the least conception 
of. There are many among the European literati 
who ardently cultivate both theology and philo80[Ay. 
As philosophers, they doubt of all things ; and, as 
theologians, they believe in all that is said shall 
come to pass. The Europeans are animated wifli 
the same desire for study as we Subterraneans; 
but become learned in a much shorter period: For 
this advantage they are indebted to a certain magi- 
cal invention (literary journals, catalogues, diction-, 
aries, encyclopsedise, &c.), with the help of which 
they are enabled to read at least fifty books in the 
course of an afternoon. 

" The Supra-terraneans are exceedingly devout, 
and particularly fervent in their prayers. They do 
not, however, in the latter case, conform and yield 
to the impulse and emotion of the soul, bat regu- 
late themselves after the ringing of bells, clocks, 
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and 8un*dial8 ; so that their devotion is perfectly 
mechanical^ and is determined more by outward 
signs, old habits and customs, and certain hours, 
than by any inward feelings. How unceasing they 
are in their prayers and invocations, a person will 
easily conclude, when informed that the greatest 
part of th^m, while engaged in scouring the house, 
ajditting fire-wood, or performing any other handi- 
work, are continually singing psalms and divine 
hymns. 

/'On my arrival in Italy ^ I looked upon myself 
as the lord of the whole country; for every one 
whom I met called himself my slave. I took it 
once into my head to put this suboMssive obedience 
to the test, and commanded my landlord to accom- 
modate, nie . with his wife for a night ; but at this 
he became exasperated to an extraordinary degree, 
and ordered me to pack up immediately and quit 
his house : as I, however, rather delayed yielding 
to his mandate, he made no ceremony, but kicked 
me, bag and baggage^ into the street. 

: ^ In the Narthy the inhabitants are extremely 
desirous of obtaining titles of offices which are 
not in existefice ; and all are so eager to pass on 
tb^ ri^ side, that they seem to fiedl but little short 

A A 
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of hit\ns ccmptetely Imi tt^l- witd« Mored^i^ 

My patienee wab now exbatisled : and I Wii^ m 
IMamed with tagt^^ tbat t threw the hmk awsff^ 
dssiiTiiig Tblirtdpdfoilo, who was jiresmt at &e tttM^ 
tbat it wte nothing but a fiction, k downright foh]> 
eitttoiiv of ifoffi^ unreo&oi^able^ mcroBe^ and splenic 
dc^^bbler^ Bf^ when ttie fir»t h^at of mj pt»^ 
sion had abated, I began to judge more mikiiy of 
these historical travels ; particularly on perceiving 
ftiat the imtbor) Hltlibugh both mjast and tliln^a- 
aonable in thost of his piMg&, bad i^l not alWayt 
Iw^rv^ entirdy from the thifh ; but had in mnny 
respedts hit the point to k tittle^ I now det^nnkMd 
en ibliowiiig the advice of T(Mnopolok&, ahd chet-lsb^ 
ing dan^foUy ihe erronisoiis supposition formed bf 
the QuamiteB in i^egatd td toy bir& ; as I IbuHd il 
toore adriMbte, for the ebteeiition of ihy plans, to 
pasfe for dn eoLtrbordlhary entoy froAi the SM^ thM 
k nier^ Isiihple European tdwmman. 

As all the neighbours bad now for a length of 
tibe rdmained in a stateof perfect traf^qafflifyv tthd 
I hi the mean vrfaile had availed tnjr^elF of (b^j^ 
Twitageou^ ^peace, to tegtilate ttie 6^te ^^ifdio^dlag <to 
ttty.wisbM, we suddenly recei^fed InTor^itti^tiAH ttilt 
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three of the most powerful nations^ namely, the 
Arctoniana^ KisptmanSy and Aleciorians, had 
formed an alliance against the Quamitea, The first 
consisted of BearSy — a very hardy and warlike 
nation, who were endowed with reason and tlie 
power of speech. The Eispusians were all (Jats 
of an extraordinary size, and for their subtlety and 
ja^^ent miiversally renowned ; and who, not so 
mndi by physical strength, as by crafty inventions, 
Ikiesfie^ and stratagems, had constantly borne up 
against tiicar most powerful enemies. The Alec^ 
torians, from thdr being able to fi^t as weH in the 
9ir as «pon the earth, were extremely formidable 
to cope with. They were Cocks y armed with bows 
and fxrisoi^ed arrows, which seldom missed, and 
wfaid) inflicted mortal wounds. 

These -three nations were enraged at the extraor-^ 
dintry'Sncoess of the Qiiamites, and the overthrow 
of Ihe Tanaquians. In order to pot a atop to the 
QnamitiE^i -power, whicb appeared to them to exceed 
all booikh, they entered into this commoii alliance; 
iMit b^bre they published any declaration of war, 
^ey ditpfttdied envoys to Quamay who demanded 
the freedom of the Tanaquians, and declared war 
in 'a,fonna1 mttin^ against the Emperor, in base 
flie tsame.were refoaed. By my advice, they wei^ 
lliinriflfled with the following answer : — ^' As the 
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Tanaquiansi who were violators of peace and alii* 
ance, had desired the misery and wretdiedness 
into which their own folly and hanghttness had 
precipitated them, his Majesty the Emperor of 
Qttafna had determined, with all his might, to de* 
fend to the utmost those possessions he had won 
in lawful war, against every assailant, wittioiit the 
least fear either of the alliance of fliese natioos 
or flie menaces of any other power.** When we 
had sent away the envoys with the above answer, 
we immediately made every preparation for flie 
approaching war. Within a short time we had 
an army on foot consisting of forty thonsand men, 
among whom eight thousand were cavalry and two 
thousand mnsquieteers. The Emperor, although 
very old and decrepit, resolved to mdke the cam- 
paign with us in person ; and was so incited by a 
desire for honour, that neither the representations 
nor persuasions of his wife, his diildren, or my- 
self, could prevail upon him to abandon his inflexible 
purpose. That which in this state of things caused 
me the most uneasiness, were the doubts and 
suspicion I entertained respecting the Tanaquians, 
who, impatient for their freedom, would, I feared, 
seize the first opportunity to throw off the yoke and 
go over to the enemy. As I had surmised, so it 
turned out ; for no sooner had the declaration of 
war been made, than it came io our kiiowledge. 
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that twelve thousand fully, equipped Tanaquians 
were gone over to the hostile army ; so that we 
had at once to contend with four powerful enemies; 

In the beginning of the month o{ Kilian^ after 
providing our army with every necessary^ I ordered 
it to break up. Upon our march we were met by 
out spies, who communicated to us the intelligence^ 
that the allied troops had already made an irruption 
into Tanaqm^ and laid siege to, and attacked, the 
fortress Sibol^ upon the borders of Kisptisia^ with 
such impetuosity, that the commandant was upon 
the point of surrendering. But as soon as they 
perceived our arrival, they raised the siege and ad- 
vanced against us. The action was fought ' in a 
valley, not far from the besieged fortress ; in c(hi- 
sequence of which, from that day to this, it has 
always been called the battle of Sibol. The Arc^ 
ionidnsj who formed the left wing of the hostile 
army, attacked our cavalry, and made among them 
a dreadful slaughter ; and as this attack was sup- 
ported by the revolted Tanaqutansy it seemed al- 
most .as if it were nearly over with us: but the 
musqueteers advanced to the succour of the cavalry, 
and by two well-directed volleys, completely over- 
threw the hostile ranks ; causing the action to as- 
sume a very different appearance, and forcing the^ 
lately almost victorious enemy by degrees to give 
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waj, mill at length he saw bims^f necesiitatW 
to bare recourse to a disastrous fll^t. While this 
was tebing piace, the KiapumanSf <iti the otiher 
side, put our infantry completely to a nonplus. 
They let fly their arrows with so much dett6rity 
tad effect, that in a short time six hundred Qua* 
mites were put .Aor« de combat^ being fiM>itaUy 
unrounded or killed. Although our cavalty, witfa 
file aid of the musqrieteers, c(Mnpel)ed flie enemy to 
bcftake himself to ffight, yet it was conducted in 
slidi a mffliner, that the rabks maiiltuned their 
efder, and appeared rather to retreat than f o fy f 
which might be ascribed to &e skiU and expertenoft 
of their commander, MonsoniiiSj who^ at thi^ time^ 
in military tactics, claimed the paldi from M th§ 
subterranean generate. There still remained this 
AlectorianSy who were the most difficult to vano 
quish ; for, whenever out musqueteers todk aim ai 
them, they soared into the air, and discharged their 
arrows down upon our heads with so mudi efflliA, 
that very few of our men who fell were abte to 
rise again. They always hit their mark ; for it iti 
much surer and easier to shoot froni above, IhaH 
from below ; but our shot, on the contrafy, by reUp 
son of the continual fluttering and motion of Vt» 
enemy, mostly missed. In the midst of ^hdtteit 
part of the conflict, our Emperor, wbSe riding 
abcnit and cheering &e soldiers wheie tiie dimgdt 



tbs gfle^te^ was unfortanat^Jy struck in the 
Mck by a paispB^d vn&w ; aad after baling con- 
tended against the enemy with thp courage of a 
lion, fisll from bis borse, mortally wounded. He 
vas inrae^atefy borne from tbe action into bis 
teat, \fdiere very f^iortly after be yielded up the 
^lost. In this state of uncertainty and doubt, 1 
oonsidened it the most adyisable to impose silence 
upon all «ffao ba4 witnessed the melaadioly event, 
in order that the combatants might not lose courage 
at the news of their Emperor's death. I went, 
therefore, immediately among them, and bade them 
be of good cheer ; telling them that their sovereign 
had only fieuinted in cons^uence of the violence of 
the Uow, and that the wound was not deep nor 
dangerous. As, through this artifice, the greatest 
number of tiie army remained ignorant of what had 
befollen the Emperor^ the battle continued till mid- 
ni^;; when tbe AleetorioM^ exhausted with labour 
jMd oowfld with woonds, retreated to their camp'; 
and en ttie monom an armistice was signed for 
smeraldays between the bel)igerent8> for the purpose 
ml thmying the /dead. I now found that I must 
iMwe reponrae to some new stratagem, in order to 
fwbdne these formidable winged enemies; and, 
jttMielQBe, daring tbe mw&^ice, I ordered <he mus- 
het-ibatlB to be caiat jrwer again into small shot. 
This eflKpediant proved of &b greatest utiUty ; kx 
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tbe Alecioriansy in the next engagement, wer^ 
by means of oar showers of hail, quickly broo^ 
down headlong from their atrial position, and ih 
this manner one half of their army was slain. The 
rest immediately laid down their arms, and in the 
most submissive manner supfdicated for peoo^. 
Tbe Arctomans and KispusianB followed their exr 
ample, and surrendered themselves, together with 
their arms and all their fortresses, into our hands* 

fl 
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As all these affairs were now fortunately bron^ 
to a conclusion, 

I assembled the chiefs of the people, tbe elders. 
And beads of the troops, all in council together. 
And while to me they with attention listened. 
The following discourse I to them addressed : — 

4 

" Noble, valiant, and renowned warriors ! . I 
doubt not of its being well known to most of yon, 
with what anxiety and concern I dissuaded his 
Majesty, the Emperor, from risking his valuable 
life in this campaign. But his innate bravery and 
martial courage, his heroic and intrepid spirit, did 
not suffer him to remain at home in quiet, while we 
were venturing our lives against his mortal enemies* 
Verily, this is the only request that his Imperial 
Majesty has at any time refused to grant me. Ot 



that his Majesty had been more scrupalons about 
Other matters, and had condescended, to yield t6 
this ! we should not then have found ourselves in 
this unfortunate situation, into which his unexpected 
death has plunged us ; but our entiy into the im- 
perial capital wrald have been triumpbai, and our 
joy, and that of the whole nation, for so many 
glorious achievements, would have been perfect, 
^-unmixed with grief and tormenting affliction ! I 
neither can nor ought to conceal any longer the 
lamentable and melancholy event, which has given 
each of us a deeper wound than all the arrows of 
the enemy put together could have inflicted. Know, 
then, that your Emperor, in the hottest of the con- 
flict, when he was contending against the enemy 
with that bravery and courage which were peculiar 
to himself, was struck by an unlucky arrow, and 
shortly after expired. Most shocking and heart- 
rending event ! what sorrow, what universal grief, 
will the loss of this prince spread through the 
Empire! let not your courage, however, entirely 
sink ! the illustrious hero has ceased to die ; but 
not to live. Your Emperor is not dead to you ! he 
again lives in two young princes, his sons, the very 
images of their excellent father, and no less the 
inheritors of his virtues than of his Empire. You 
have not changed your Emperor, but only the name : 
and as Prince Tdnuso, the first born, will be 



invettcd with ibe imperial dignity, and leacive Iub 
fetber's crown, I riiall lieneefortfa oonsider myfldf 
as Gtneni onder his sceptre. Long live Hmnso! 
to him we will all do e^ery homage ! to him we 
will swear eternal fidelity ! and him, from fhis day 
Ibrwwd, we will honour and obey/' 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



THK AUTHOR IS ELECTED MONARCH IN THE SUBTERRANEOUS 

REGIONS. 



Whi^ I had coticladed my disooorse, they all 
dried Otti With 9Lh}oAyQ\oe-»^^*Fiktl8U9kaUbeour 
Emperor i'* On hearing them prononnce these 
woidi, I was completely overwhelmed withcca* 
MerBAiion, aAd begged of them, with tears in my 
^yes, act to fotiget the fidelity and allegiaihce which 
they awed to <he Imperial family, nor the benefits 
wfaich the deceased monardi had conferred upon 
tech of them in paiticolar, and upon all in general ; 
as» thrbngh sudi ingnrfitade, they wonld affix 
a stain im the ehaincter of the nation, whadi 
would for ever remain indelible. I added, that 1 
was hever^lesB willing, as a private individual, 
stiH to fender them all the service in my power, if 
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tbey considered my feeUe efibfts could la any 
degree tend to tbdr adyantage. Bat my words 
were of no avail — 

Tliey only senred to lieat their ardour mofVy 
And lor PikiUu make them louder roar. 

Indeed, the sbonts of the soldiers, mingled with tiie 
cries of their officers, made the whole camp several 
times resound with the above named word. I 
covered my head^ withdrew from the plao^ and 
repaired to my own tent, ordering the sentinel not 
to permit any person whatever to enter ; for 
I hoped that the soldiers, as soon as the first 
ardoar of their zeal had abated, wonld be erf" a 
different way of thinking. Bat the officers and 
men crowded into the tent by force, and placed tiie 
crown apon my head, in spite of every resistance 
that I made to prevent them. They then condncted 
me out, and, under the soand of kettle-drams and 
trumpets, proclaimed me Emperor of Quamaf 
King of Tanaqui, Arcionia, and Akctoria^ amd 
Grand Duke of Kiapusia. When I percdved 
that things were not likely to be altered, I no 
longer opposed my own good fortune : and I most 
acknowledge, that this high degree of dignity was 
by no means repugnant to my feelings; for an 
F»*»pire, with three kinsjdomsand a erarid dnlrMom^' . 
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were allurements that might have' led any other 
person faito temptation. I sent deputies imme- 
diately to tiie Prince, acquaintuig him with what 
had taken place, and advising him that he should 
strenuously maintain that right to which his birth 
entitled him, by declaring this unlawful election as 
null and void ; but I determined within myself, at 
the same time, not to give up an empire so readily, 
the government of which had been voluntarily 
offered to me. In reality, I dispatched this depu- 
tation for the sole purpose of ascertaining the true 
sentiments of the Prince. As this young man was 
endowed with extraordinary talents, and particu- 
larly with an acute penetration and solid judgment, 
be was well aware of the number of lurking-holes 
ffaat men could find out, and the expedients they 
codld adopt, in order to insure success to their 
^raffy designs ; and, therefore, seeing that my mo- 
desty was only feigned, be very prudently accbm- 
modated himself to his fate, shaped his actions ac- 
cordnig to existing circumstances, followed tfaie ex- 
ample of the army, and proclaimed me Emperor 
bimself in every part of the capital. Thltherl was 
carried in triumph^ attended by several Generals, 
and there received ^yy the acclamations of the people ; 
and in the course of a few days my coronation was 

celebrated witti much state and magnificence. Thud 
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iras I inetamorpbosed from a poor shipiwrecked 
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irivre ifilo i potent monarch, la order to farm « 
«ftili doser allianiee between m jnself and tbe peo|de 
of Quanuiy and as macb by piivate as by paUie 
acts io establish my power, I married the dangbter 
of tbe deceased Emperor; for I remarked thai 
my sabjects still loved and hononiied the cdd 
imperial fanifly. The name of fliis Princess was 
Rakae^ and 

She'd cheeks like the newly Mown rose, 
Herie^ree didtbe brii]iMitse($lip8e, 
Tlioagh aliltle awry wa8.heriio«e» 
Yet caral-red were. her Hnr^lip^ V- 

As I Jiad now adjimted so maoy i^rs ;f>f unpor* 
taiioe« I began to devise new means by ii^hich 9 
might extend my emf)ire, and cause it to be 4r<8ided 
hy Urn whole of the sobterratieons wjDfld» TAf 
thoughts at fiiist were principally employed ixpoii 
bow I should best keep the lately conquered natiomi 
in^ulgection. To this end, J caused t9e\ieral iltu'ge 
forts io be built, and placed atvong ^anrisomiiii 
them : the subjugated pec^le I nsed iwitii ffifl9Maii» 
and {Ht)mated many of them to .^ainent aitMliiHMi 
iu 'the capital. I showed in partioUar so miacb h^ 
nevolence towards tbe twoeaptiire G^noQf^ 2bfm? 
pohko and Monsanim, that numbers Df Die' Qmh 
(Qites became, inconsequence, exeeediqg^iefloiifi.i 
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altbOQgb Uleydid not goffer tbetr envy and ^dBssa^ 
tiflfection to be p^oeived. This spark of breodteK 
nalioei which rentediied long smouldering in ttie 
asbes, burst forth, as I sbdl hereafter relate, at 
tength^to an open flame. At home I endeavoared 
to bring the arts and sciences — bat more partlca- 
krly the art of war — to the highest -state of p6r» 
fection : and ^as this country abounded in tfaiok 
forests and trees, proper and suitable for sUp^ 
baHdiBgi I strode, with all my energy and foice, io 
fit oat a fleet <3i men of War, bniit after tiie models 
of the Earopean ships ; and however I was over- 
burdened with other business, this I considered of 
sa BMid) hnportance, that I gave op everytbfaig 
iftlse Tor the tDOknei^ in order to prosecute my 
design. Ih this work I availed myself of the assist* 
amse of tbe Kit^pusianB, who were tolarttbly wdl 
ei(perieDced in naval affiinrs, and I afterwairda 
ajqpointed MmUfmtiue tb be Admiral of Uie fleet* 

I^eadHed'timbet Ho hb hewn, and tods and hnple- 
nents^o be forged ; and carriedon the imidartaldng 
with IK) nmdi crpirlt and adtwity, that «oi the stx» 
jjieth i»^ from 4be ttme «f the tvees bdng felled, 
I bad a fleet i>f tweiilf ships at sea. As every^ 
thing soecieded aoooiding to my miad, I now con* 
sideied 4a4yae}f a saoond Mexander^ for it was 
miijr: intsntiptt to. make iiere as :mQc|i ^aplay ef 



366 

ostentaticmy as be bad made upon oar globe, the 
rage for nniversal dominion is always increasing, 
and knows no bounds. Some few years before, a 
iiaracy, the situation of writer, or the mean office 
of parish-ci^k, was the summit of my ambition. I 
durst then not venture to hope for more ; but how, 
with four or five kingdoms, I felt by no means 
satisfied: so that I, in respect to my passionate 
desire for fame, which continued to increase with 
my power and means, had never been more needy, 
and had never experienced so pressing a necessity 

as at present. ' '. » 

■ • • . ...» 

I was informed by the Kispusian Captains as 
well in regard to the navigation of the seas, as of 
the state of the adjacent countries; and I learnt, 
that in the course of eight days, with a favourable 
wind, we should be able to reach the coast of the 
Empire of Mezendorea : and as we from that coun- 
try could easily sail over to Martinia, which pas- 
sage I myself had lately made, I determined on ac- 
celerating the departure of the expedition. It was, 
in truth, the conquest of Martinta at which I aimed : 
partly from a covetous desire for this nation's ridbes, 
partly because the Marttniana were much more 
experienced in navigation than any other people, 
and also because I might hereafter need their'assfet* 
l«ce in executing my grand projects. Besides 
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these, there was another reason which incited me 
to sabjngate this nation : that was, a desire of re- 
venge. I persuaded the eldest of the Princes to 
join in the expedition, alleging that it would afford 
his Imperial Highness an excellent opportunity of 
displaying bis bravery and courage, and exhibiting 
his abilities ; but my real object was, to keep him 
as hostage and pledge of the fidelity of the Qua- 
inites. The youngest Prince remained at home ; 
but the reins of government, during my absence^ 
I confided to the Empress, whom I left in a state of 
pregnancy. The wbole fleet consisted of twenty 
large and small vessels, which were all built and 
rigged after the manner of the ships of Martinia, 
and ac^rding to the advice, and under the direction, 
of Maneanitis^ the Kispusian, who himself sketched 
the plan of them. The Mariinians, among the 
Subterraneans, resembled much the T^^ftiana and 
Sidonians in former times, or the English and Dutch 
of the present day^ in our world, arrogating to 
themselves the dominion of the sea. But on my 
arrival in MarHnia^ I presently discovered how 
mud we deviate in the construction of our vessels 
from the models of the Martinians* 

We set sail at a time of the year when the planet 
Nazar was in that part of its orbit, in which it 
appears only half full. When we bad been ploughing 
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the ocean, fox three days, we discovered a large 
idand, the inhabitants of wliidi, in ecmseqiience of 
a dissension among them,— which at that time divided 
them into several parties, — we foond might easily 
be conquered. As they have no fire or other arms, 
nor understand the nse of any weapon bnt the 
t<Higiie9 their warfare consists of contamelious and 
reproachful words and dreadful imprecations. In 
these consist all their punishments and all their war. 
.Criminals with them are cast into prison, and after 
their trids are over, and a verdict of gaUtyprc 
nounced against them, they are immediately dragged 
away to the centre of a large place, called Execu- 
tion-square, and there publidy reproached, reviled, 
and imprecated. For this purpose they have 
certain officers of justice, denominated Sabuter^ or 
Revilersy who may be compared with our hangmen 
and police-officers, llie form of these islcmdem 
difier from that of other people only in as much as 
that the females have beards, and the men none ; 
and that all their feet are turned the wrong way 
first. As soon as we had effected a landing, we 
met aboirt three hundred KanaliakanSf — for so the 
itdiabitants are called, — who looked upon us aa 
enemies, and attacked us with their usual weapons, 
reproachful language and imprecations^ We w6re 
informed by an Alectorian, who understood the 
Eanaliskan language, that the words whidi they 
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used against us were remarkably se^re and cutting : 
a clear proof of tbe perfection to which they had 
attained in that mode of warfare, and wherein they 
showed themselves in no wise inferior to the most 
eminent of our critics. But I well knew» that 

» 
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Threats, wid^otti power. 

Ought only by contempt to be opposed ; 

I 

and for timt reason forbade any violence to be used 
agaihst that unarmed people. In order to intimif 
date these Sabiri;er, I discharged a pistol among 
them, which bad the desired. e£fect; for they all 
threw themselves immediately on their knees, and 
humbly implored for mercy. I gs^ve ^Iterwarda 
audience to all the principal petty Kings of this 
island, who, in the most submissive manner, came 
and surrendered themselves, and their subjects, to 
our superior force,— -making the whole nation tribu- 
tary to our Empire. It was no shame or disgrace 
for them, they said, to be vanquished by him who 
was invincible ; and they could, without tarnishing 
their honour, submit to him whom kind forfame 
had raised above every other being. As this 
island was now become tributary to us, by which 
my power was in some degree extended, though 
my renown was in no wise heightened, nor bad I^ 
through this victory over so unwarlike a pec^le^ 
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acquired much glory, we weighed anchor, and after 
a few days' favourable passage, arrived within 
sight of the coast of Mezendorea. Here I held a 
council of war, for the purpose of deliberating 
whether it were advisable to make an immediate 
attaclc, or first to dispatch Envoys to the Emperor 
and summon him, in order to spare the efihsion 
of blood, to surrender without resistance. The 
greatest number of the officers present thought it 
better, and that it would show a much more noble 
mind, to send Envoys, I therefore dispatched five 
persons on this spedal embassy: a Quamite, an 
Arctonian, an Alectorian, a Tanaquian, and a Eis- 
pusian. On their arrival at the Imperial residence, 
the commandant of the castle, in the name of the 
Emperor, demanded — 

What object had brought them, 
0^«r the deep^s raging billows, to yLut their land? 

The Envoys answered — 

No stars erratic, no delusive light, no storm, 
Have hitherwards led or driven us: by our own 
Freewill we to your land direct have steerM our coune ; 

and then handed over tlie letter addressed to the 
Emperor, which was of the following tenor >— 

r. 
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" We, Nieh KUm^ Envoy from the Sun, Emperor 
of Qaama, King of Tanaqui, Arctonia, and Alec- 
toria. Grand Duke of Kispusia, and Rnler of 
Kanaliska, send to the Emperor of Mezendorea 
and Miklapolaiu^ greeting. We hereby publ ish and 
make known to all whom it may concern, that it is 
ordained by the invariable Council of Heaven, that 
all empires and kingdoms in the world shall snb- 
mit to the power of Quama ; and as the decree of 
Providence is irrevocable, the empire of your 
Majesty most necessarily share the same fate. We 
therefore counsel y^nr Majesty to surrender volun- 
tarily, and hot to suffer matters to be carried to 
extremities, through a temerarious opposition to 
our victorious arms. By a voluntary submission 
the efiiision of innocent blood will be. spared, 
and your Maejsty will experience a much milder 
fate than if resistance be offered. — Given on 
board of our fleet, the third day of the month of 

After the expiration of some days, tl^ Envoys 
returned with an answer couclied in very imperti- 
nent andliaughty language. I now abandoned all 
thoughts of gaining my end by any pacific measures, 
and therefore immediately landed my forces. When 
I had drawn up my troops in order of battle, I sent 
out spies td reconnoitre the disposition of the eiiemy. 
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These retained in great haste, with the information 
that an hostile army, which consisted of sixty thoa« 
sand lionSy tigers, elephants, bears, and mon- 
strously frightful birds of prey, was advancing 
against us. We took up a convenient pomticm and 
awaited the enemy's arrival. As everything was 
ready, and the signal given to commence the attack, 
four foxes, in the capacity of plenipotentiaries, 
were sent off by the hostile party to treat with us 
on the subject of peace ; but after these personages 
had conversed for some hours with the princtpal 
officers of our army, whom I^ had nominated to 
negociate with them, they departed without having 
effected an3rthing. We now entertained no doubt 
that they came more in the character of spies than 
of plenipotentiaries; and that they were sent for 
the sole purpose of reconnoitring the state of our 
army. On quitting our camp, they gave it out that 
they should quickly return with fresh powers ; but 
on our perceiving immediately after, that the hos- 
tile forces were advancing against us, and that all 
hopes of peace had vanished, we marched from our 
position, and made an impetuous attack at once 
upon the whole line of the enemy. The battle was 
long and obstinate ; and although our musquetry 
caused in the beginning dreadful slaughter among 
the enemy, yet the elephants were able to preserve 
their ranks entire, as the hardness and thickness 
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of their bides prevented our balletd from penetrating. 
But as soon as we began to thunder with our heavy 
artillery, and the elephants perceived the horrible 
effect that it produced, they were immediately 
overwhelmed with fright, and fled precipitately in 
all direCtiiMis. 

In this engagement we killed three and thirty 
thousand Mezendorians, and made two thousand 
prisoners. Those who escaped from the action fled 
to the capital, which was a strong fortress, and 
there prodaimed the disastrous event. We fol- 
lowed up this victory, and prosecuted our march 
towards the Emperor's residence, which, after having 
three times pitched our camp, we reached, and laid 
siege to, both by land and by water. As we 
approached the city, we were met by another 
•embassy, which sued for peace on mudi more 
reasonable terms than the former. The Emperor 
offered me his daughter, the most beautiinl young 
lioness in Mezendores, in marriage, together with 
the half of his empire as her dowry. The terms 
displeased me, especially that part of them which 
related to the marriage; for I considered it both 
dangerous and unlawful to repudiate my wife, 
whom I had left behind me in a state of pregnancy, 
and marry a lioness: I therefore dismissed the 
Envoys without any answer. I now planted cannon 
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beft»ne the walls of the dty, wbidly although built of 
atone, were quickly demolished. As the town 
swanned with a great diversity of animals, the sde 
inhabitants of the State, the strangest medlqr of 
noises, such as roaring, howling, yelling, nd^nng, 
braying, hissing, &c. was heard promiscnonsly, as 
wocdd defy the most fnutfbl imaginaticm to form 
the smallest conception of. The snakes concealed 
themselves in chinks in the earth ; and the Inrds, 
which through fright soared into the air, quitted the 
besieged town, and sought refuge in the diflb and 
on the tops of mountains. The trees shook and 
trembled to that degree, that their leaves fell off and 
entirely covered the streets. Twenty maids (honour, 
lilies and roses, on hearing the first cannon-shot 
fired, were so seized with terror and overwhelmed 
with consternation, that they immediately withered 
and died. Whole troops of the inhabitants, among 
whom, in consequence of their packing themselves, 
through fright, so closely together in their small 
habitations, a very contagious disease had broken 
out, now ran about the city, wringing their hands in 
most wretched state of despair. The elephants, 
who possessed a greater share of courage than any 
of the others, became, from the repeated thundering 
of the cannon, so terrified, that they at length quitted 
their shaking houses, and ran about the streets in> 
deqMur like the rest. 
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■ The Emporor of Mezendores now lost all hope ; 
he therefore called his conndl together, and spoke 
as follows :— 

In Tain, good citiseiiSy we're making war 
Against the nnquestionable power of God, 
Which no disaster e'er can weaken, — which. 
By arms of mortals, ne'er can be subdued! 
I therefore now have summoned you together, 
That each his sentiments may speak aloud. 
And give his best advice ; and say what steps 
We ought to take, ta avert the impending storm. 

All answered at once with a loud voice, and 
said : — 

Away with war ! make peace ! for peace it is 
We all desire ! 

The Emperor immediately after surrendered him- 
self, together with the whole of his country ; and I 
in one day obtained the dominion over this spacious 
empire, with ten kingdoms, and as many princi. 
palities ; for all the petty Princes and Stadtholders 
followed the Emperor's example, and vied witii each 
other in eagerness to submit. 

After this extraordinary success, I garrisoned 
the capital with six hundred men, and had the Em- 
peror brought prisoner on board of our fleet Upon 
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tiie whole voyage home I used him with much kind- 
ness ; and on oor arrival in Quama I granted bim 
an entire province, which yielded a snflSciency to 
enable this captive Prince to live according to his 
rank. On our way we demanded hostages from 
most of the nations which had been under the 
dominion of the Emperor of Mtklopolatu^ and by 
means of threats I got, within a short time, every- 
thing into my power that belonged to Mezendores. 
These people, for the most part, were the same 
whom I have already, described on my voyage 
to Martinia, We now left the Mezendorian 
land, and steered for MarHnia^ tlie coast of which 
we at length descried, after a long but favourable 
passage.. I never in my life beheld a more 
delightful prospect; for when I reflected, that I, 
in the character of Emperor and Ruler of so many 
States, was again in sight of that country in which 
I had been condemned to the galleys, the joy 
that I felt is not to be described. At first I 
determined on making myself immediately known, 
in order the more to terrify the Martinians ; but I 
afterwards changed my mind, as I considered it 
more advisable to keep alive that odd kind of fancy 
which the conquered people had once entertcdned 
regarding my birth and mission from the Sun. 

I now hoped, that within a short time, and that 
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too without much troable, I sbould be able to 8ub« 
jagate the Martinians, whose cowardice I well knew i 
for they were a people by nature prone to voluptu- 
ousness, and who, in consequence of their riches 
and the great variety of pleasures both the land and 
the sea aSbrded them, as well as their constant 
good fortune, were become more and more de- 
bauched. But experience had taught me, that this 
was a difficult and dangerous undertaking. By the 
extensive trade which they carried on in the subter- 
raneous world, they had amassed an immense trea- 
sure, with which they could immediately procure 
auxiliary troops from the most warlike nations. 
Besides, no people in the subterraneous world had 
brmight seamanship and naval tactics to so high a 
state of perfection as the Martinians, and our ships 
were fieor from being equal to theirs in sailing. A 
person will easily imagine to himself what sort of 
vessels they must have been, which a Baccalaureu» 
PhiUmopkUe had caused to be built in haste ; and 
what kind of a judgment the English, Dutch, or 
Danes, would have formed of them. But our can- 
non, with the use of which the Martinians woise 
wholly unacquainted, compensated in a great mea^ 
sure for this defect. 

Before I undertook anything hostile, I dispatched 
Envoys to tbe Grand Council with similar offers of 
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peace as those I bad^made to the Emperor of Mezen- 
dores. While we were expecting an answer, we 
perceived an immense and well-equipped fleet in 
fiill sail bearing down upon us. We ranged oar 
ships in line and waited their arrival, when I made 
the signal for attack. The engagement continued 
long, and was obstinately contested. Instead of 
cannon, the Martinians made iise of a kind of ma- 
chine, with which they threw stones of an enormoas 
size into our vessels, that greatly damaged them. 
They had, besides, several fire-ships filled with 
pitch, rosin, brimstone, and other combustibles; 
with one of which our largest vessel was set on 
fire, and entirely destroyed. In consequence of 
this disaster, the victory at the commencement was 
very dubious ; and my people were already wavering, 
and seemed undetermined whether to fight or fly, 
when our well-directed cannon at once so completely 
discouraged the Martinians, that they found them- 
selves necessitated to sheer ofi* and take refuge in 
their harbours. We were unable on this occasion 
to capture one single ship from the enemy, as they 
sailed so much faster than ours, and were con- 
sequently quickly beyond pursuit. The battle 
being over, we now landed our troops and marched 
with all possible speed for Mariinia^ the capital. 
On the route we met our Envoys returning, whom 
the Council had received in a very haughty manner, 
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and whom t|)ey had dismissed with the following 
words : — 

Away ! away ! announce it to yonr King, 

That we alone are rulers of the deep ! 

And bid him in a mountain-caye conceal himself ! 

For 8KS the Martinians arrogated to themselves 
the dominion of the sea, they had treated the 
overtures of a mountaineer king with contempt. 
They commenced, however, immediately to beat up 
for troops ; and all the inhabitants of Martinia, who 
were able to bear arms, were at once equipped. 

We had not marched many miles, before we 
perceived an immense army, consisting of people of 
many nations, advancing to meet us. This con- 
fidence and extraordinary daringness, which the 
enemy exhibited so shortly after his unfortunate 
defeat at sea, filled us with a good deal of alarm. 
But all these troapa might have been compared to 
a meteor; 

For when they heard our trumpets sound to arms, 
Amaz'd they stood, and fiUM with dire alarms ; 

and on the first disdiarge of our heavy, artillery, 
they all betook themselves to a precipitate flight. 
We pursued, and made a dreadful sdaugbter among 
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them. How many had fifiUen on the side of the 
enemjy we were in some measare able to judge dl^ 
from the periwigs which we collected together after 
the battle; for on coonting them we concluded 
that aboat five thousand Martinians must have been 
slain. The wigs I noticed were not of the same 
shape as those which I had originally made them, 
and I counted no less than twenty different sorts,— 
a dear proof of the ingenuity and superior inventiye 
fisundty of this people^ 

After the action, or rather when the slaughter 
was at an end, we took possession of the capital, 
without the least hindrance or opposition. For 
as soon as we had prepared everything for the siege, 
and placed cannon in front of the city, the Senate 
repaired to our camp, and in a very submissive 
manner surrendered up the place, together with the 
whole country, into our hands. Peace was now 
concluded, and we made a solemn entry into the 
capital. When we had got within the gates, I 
remarked not the least signs of alarm, which fear 
usually occasions in conquered towns ; tranquillity 
and silent melancholy seemed everywhere to prevail. 
Some were sitting with their eyes fixed on the 
ground : others were irresolute and wavering as to 
what they should take with them, and what they 
should leave behind; others, again, were stand- 
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ing before their doors, bewildered and per- 
plexed, gazing at their houses.as if they saw them 
for the last time. I suffered no excesses or outr 
rages to be committed in the town; and their 
melancholy, in consequence, was soon changed to 
gladness. I was now conducted into the public 
treasury, and was really amazed on beholding the 
enormous riches that were there deposited ; a great 
part of which I distributed among my soldiers, 
and the remainder I ordered to be taken to my 
own treasury. I then placed a garrison in Mar- 
linia^ and took away several senators, as hostages, 
on board of my ships: among these were the 
burgomaster and his wife, who had falsely charged 
me with having committed that aggravated mis- 
demeanour for which I was sent into slavery. I 
did not, however, revenge myself on account of 
this mockery ; for I considered it unbecoming the 
character of so great a monarch, to punish for 
wrongs he had suffered while in no higher a capacity 
than that of a beast of burden. 

The MarHnianB being now conquered, I next 
resolved upon bringing the neighbouring nations 
also under subjection ; but while we were pre- 
paring for this purpose, there arrived Envoys 
from four kingdoms which voluntarily placed them- 
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sekes under our dominion. I now reigned over 
SO many countries, that I considered it not at all 
worth while to inqaire after the names of these 
States which had lately submitted, but contented 
myself with comprehending them all under the name 
of the MarUnian Empire. 
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CHAPTER XV. 



A SUDDEN CHANGE OP FORTUNE. 



After I had achieved so many glorious and 
extraordinary enterprises, and our fleet had ex- 
perienced a considerable increase by the addition 
of the Martmian ships, we set sail on our return to 
Quama^ into which place I made my entry with a 
pomp that far out-Iustred all the Roman triumphs 
whidi we have ever read of. And really my ex- 
ploits were deserving of every imaginable honour ; 
for what heroic achievement could with proprietf 
be Called greater or more glorious than that of 
metamorphosing, in so short a period, an ignorant 
and despised race of people, who were exposed to 
every outrage and affront, into rulers over the whole 
subterraneous world? What could redound more 
to the honour and credit of a man, who lived as I 
did, among such a diversity of creatures, wbidi 
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had not tbe slightest resemblance of myself, than 
to regain and restore to human-kind that dominion 
with which nature had originally invested them over 
all other animals ? To give a full description of 
tiie state and magnificence of this triumphal entry, 
the concourse of people luBsembled on this joyous oc- 
casion, and the acclamations with which I was le- 
eeilpd by all ranks and classes of the Quamites, both 
old and yoang, — the language which could be written 
in a folio volume would be found not nearly com- 
mensurate to the interesting matter ; much less am I, 
therefore, able, in this small work, to pen down 
iHffdn adequate to <^nvey erext flie most i&dtetinct 
idea (A the truly a£Peoting scene. This point of 
tiiitte fomis in history a new epo<^, from whichioay 
be reckoned the ^existence offioe grand atooardiies ; 
namely, the Assj/rim, Utie Persicmj the Chredan^ 
the Raman^ anfd the Suhtetrdnean of Quama; 
which latter, in isxtent and power, far exceeds any 
of the ofoers. I, for that reason, could «ot refiise 
to take the title of KoblUj or tbe Great, wMdi the 
Quamites and all tiie subjugated nations were 
emulous in conferring upon me. I must acknow- 
ledge that the title of Great is both presumptuous 
and lofty : but if the martial deeds of a Cyrus, 
an Alexander, a Pompey, or a Caesar, were com- 
pared with mine, they would -be found much less 
in iSiagnitud^, as well as \h brilliancy ; and this 
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title wo^ld then, id consequenee, be considered, bjr 
tbat part of the isrorld which is liberal enou^ to do 
ev^ry justice to a man's merits, as being by fiur too 
modest. True it is, that Alexander conquered 
se^endl of the Qrieirtal nations ; but with what sort 
of troops? With none but reteran soldiers, wIlo 
bad been long inured to hardships and mcessant 
war; sii(^ were the Maoedomans, in his WtM 
^hil^^e time. But I subdcted a number of States^ 
the inhabitants iX wjbicih were fitr mose numerous 
and wiurlike tlxan the PerdfanSi «nd that, too, in « 
much shorter time, and with people who not long 
"before were wild barbarians, whose habits I bad 
CQippletieiy tmoulded to my will, and whom I bad 
instructed in the art of war. The title which I 
afterwards used was as follows : — Niels the Oreaty 
Envcfy fr-om the Sun^ Emperor a/ QuamU and 
Mezmdore0t King of Tanaquiy AlecUniaj Arctonda^ 
of the Mezendorian andMartimom Empires^ Grand 
fiuke of Eispmiay Ruler over Mariinia and 
Kanaliskaj ^c. ^c. ^e. 

Now fquqded was 
This inighty empire : the child of fortune then 
I seem'd to 1)e ; but none, alas ! before 
Their wearisome career on earth is ended, 
Ought .to be caird by sneh an appellation. 

For when I had attained to this high degree of 

oo2 



power and prosperity, which far exceeded even my 
most sanguine expectsatiom, I followed the same 
coarse as those persons usually pursue, who, from 
a mean extraction, rise in the world to great honour 
andf preferment. I forgot my former condition, and 
my hitherto modest deportment degenerated into 
arrogance and haughtiness. Instead of courting 
the affections of the people, I now began to show 
myself both tyrannical and austere towards all, 
without any exception of rank or age. My subjects, 
whom I had made so greatly devoted to me through 
a friendly and courteous deportment, I now re- 
garded as slaves. None obtained an audience of 
me, unless they fell at my feet; and when any 
persons were admitted to my presence, I received 
them with a haughty and forbidding air. This 
behaviour caused me very soon to be detested, and 
the affection of my subjects was quickly changed 
into indifference and fear. How they were affected 
towards me, I discovered by a request, or rather a 
command, which I published to the Quamites in 
a letter patent. The Empress, whom I left in a 
thriving condition, was, daring my absence, brought 
to-bed of a prince. This infant I was desirous of 
having nominated as my successor; I therefore 
ordered a diet of the States to be held, and sum- 
moned the Quamites and all the grandees of the 
subjugated nations to assemble at this child's 
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coronation. None certainly ventured to show any 
disobedience to my commands, and the coronation 
took place with all possible splendour and mag- 
nificence ; but I perceived quickly after, from the 
conduct of my subjects, that their joy was <^nly 
feigned. My suspicion was at the same time ^n- 
firmed, in consequence of the publication of several 
pasquinades by unknown authors, wherein they 
animadverted, in very piquant terms, upon the 
improper election that had been made, to the injury 
of Prince Timuso. This circumstance irritated me 
to such a degree, and caused me withal so much 
uneasiness, that I resolved at once upon getting this 
Prince out of the way. I considered it, however, 
not advisable to put the son of that man publicly 
to death, to whom I owed all my greatness. I 
therefore suborned several persons to accuse him 
of high treason 'y and as rulers of nations nev^r 
lack accessaries, when they are desirous of per^ 
petrating crimes, villains enough were soon found, 
who made oath that the Prince had formed a de* 
sign of taking away my life. I had him immedi- 
ately arrested and arraigned at the bar of a com- 
petent tribunal, where he was condemned to death 
by judges whom I had bribed : the sentence, how- 
ever, was privately carried into execution within 
the prison-walls, in order to prevent every kind- of 
commotion or tumults 
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I had also formed tbe resolation of baring tbe 
junior Prince mnrdered; but as lie was still so 
young, I deferred for some time the eflfecting of way 
purpose. His jnvmiile years thos for a wfaOe 
obtained for him that security, which my jostioe did 
not ensure him. As I Iiad imbrued my hands in 
the innocent blood of a prince, I now b^an to 
reign with so much austerity, and carried my tyranny 
and barbarity to such a pitch, that I condemned 
several Quamites and others to deatli, whose fidelity 
seemed doiabtfuL lliere waib not a day pal^sed 
without bloodshed. Tliisiended greatly to stir up 
sedition, and accelerate the rebellion which had 
already long occupied the minds of the grandees ; 
the particulars whereof I shall shortly relate. 

I acknowledge, that for my tyranny and oppres** 
sion I deserved all the misfortunes and disasters 
that afterwards befell me. It would certainly have 
been more laudable and more becoming in me, as 
a Christian prince, to have instructed this ignorant 
and idolatrous people, and taught them the know* 
ledge of the true God, than thus to have stained my 
hands with the innocent blood of my fellow-cl^atures. 
It would have been an easy matter for me to have 
reformed the whole nation ; for everything that I 
determined on was immediately and most eagerly 
adopted ; and when I uttered anything, it was the 
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same ag if the Divinity bad spoken. But I forgot 
my Creator and myself, and only thought of empty 
and worldly pomp, and of the enlargement of my 
power : 

Fire, and bloody and murder, and friglitfiil shrieks ' 
Utter'd by men, when hurl'd amid the flames. 
Were my delight ; and which my soul with ecstasy 
Did fill I — eren in my dreams* • 

Besides, I adopted always measures of th^ worst 
kind, and instead of removing the causes of diei- 
satis&ction, I considerably increased 4hem ; wbicb 
coul4 not be otherwise^ for severity will mver 
redress those grievances which are occasioned by 
injustice. To the warnings and admonitions of my 
friends 1 used to reply- 
That in order folly to reform the State, 
^Twas necessary I should be severe. — 

Consequently one disaster followed another, imd 
my downfall was at last so tremendous, that it 
will serve as an example, to prove to mankind at 
large the mutability of human ajB&drs ; and will, at 
the same time, it is to be hoped, convince all tyran- 
nical and despotic Princes and Rulers of the insta- 
bility and short duration of eveiy government 
whidi acts with violence against the people, and is 
too rigcH'aus in its punishments. 
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In proportioQ as my severity increased, the Qtia- 
miles^ as well as my other subjects of the conquered 
countries, showed themselves more and more in* 
different towards me. And on their remarking, 
that the vices to which I was addicted were very 
inconsistent, either with a divine origin, a heavenly- 
minded being, or an Envoy from the Sun, they 
began more closely to examine into several matters ; 
especially into the motives of my visit, and the 
deplorable condition I was in on my arrival in these 
regions. They now perceived, that those extraor- 
dinary things which I had performed, ought rather 
to have been ascribed to the ignorance of them- 
selves, than to my superior skill ; particularly on 
their observing, after they had made considerable 
proficiency in the arts, that I was frequently in 
error. The KispusianSy a keen and penetrative 
nation, had more narrowly than any other people 
watched my actions. They had often observed, 
that in the edicts I had issued, there were many 
absurdities, which were evident proofs of my igno* 
ranee in affairs of State. In this they were not 
mistaken : for as my preceptors had never dreamed 
about thrones and sceptres, I had received an 
education that was more suitable for a minister of 
the church than a Prince ; and my studies, which 
had not been extended beyond a system of theology 
and some few metaphysical terms, were but ill 
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Binted to qualify me for my present post, which 
was to govern two empires and about twenty king- 
doms. The Martinian8 had also remarked, that 
the men of war, which I had built, were so bad, 
that they could not be used against any regular fleet \ 
and that the victory I had gained ought solely to be 
ascribed to the invention of cannon. To these and* 
other satirical remarks they were not backward In 
giving publicity ; taking care at the same time to 
hint in what manner I arrived oflF their coast — 
namely, floating upon the plank of a ship : and 
•that when I was picked up by the inhabitants, I 
was clothed in rags and tatters, and half dead with 
hunger and thirst, — a very unlikely condition for an 
Envoy from the Sun to be found in. Besides, the 
Martinians, who possessed much knowledge regard"^ 
ing the celestial bodies, had disseminated among the 
Qnamites certain astronomical axioms, and proved 
to them that the sun was an inanimate body, placed 
by the Almighty in the centre of the universe, for 
the purpose of supplying* all creatures with light and 
heat ; and that it consisted of fire, and, consequently, 
could not be inhabited by any earthly beings. 

With sudi injurious remarks my character was 
daily aspersed ; but their murmuring and inveighing 
against me were only private, as no one, for fear 
of my power, durst openly and publicly express 
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kis sentiments. I remi^ned, tberefoce, ignorant, fcs 
a length of time, of the disemitent of my sabjects 
baying arrived at such a. pitch j as tbat they-'were 
inclined to dispute the government with me, nntil 
my eyes were opened by a pasquinade. . It Was 
written in the Kanalisl^an tongae, and bore^ the 
title of The ForiuncUe Shipwreek. I have before 
remarked, that the Kanaliskans were great adepts 
in pouring forth contnmelioos and reproachfol' lan- 
guage, and that their tongoes were the: only 
weapons they nsed in time of war. This lampoon 
contained ail the accusations and impeachments 
which I had lately.madeagainst my innocent sub- 
jects, and was written in a most satirical and biting 
style, after the manner of the Kanaliskans, who 
are complete masters of the art. 

But my pride and arrogance were on that occasion 
so great, and I trusted so much to my power, that 
I was unrelenting, and turned a deaf ear to every 
admonition. The most salutary advice served more 
to Irritate and provoke my ferocious barbarity, than 
to restrain it. I caused several persons to be ar- 
rested, whom I particularly suspected, and endea- 
voured, by means of the most cruel torture, to 
extort from them a confession of the au&or's name. 
They endured the pain with incredible firmness ; 
and I effected nothing else, by my unparalleled 
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infaamanitjr, (ban to cause the hatred, which my 
subjects bore towards me, to be heightened into 
the most exasperated rage. 

As matters stood in a very precarious state, I 
resolved at once to lay bands upon Prince Hikoba^ 
who was still undisposed of. I made this design 
known to my prime minister, Kalak; for in him I 
placed the greatest confidence. He promised to 
serve tne in everything to the utmost of his power, 
and went imitoediately away to execute my orders ; 
but in his heart he abhorred the design, and, there- 
fore, divulged the secret to the Prince. They both 
repaired to the fort, mustered the garrison, and in 
a pathetic address represented to them the present 
situation of affairs. The tears of the unfori;unate 
Prince g^ve weight to his words : all flew to arms, 
and vowed they would defend him to the last drop of 
their blood. The subtle and crafty minister availed 
himself of this opportunity, let them swear fidelity to 
tiie Prinoe, and exhorted all to take up arms against 
a tyrant who had formed the abominable design 
of completely Extirpating the whole of the ancient 
imperkdrace. 

All flew to arms, whose souk abhorr'd, whose hearU 
Detested, the base tyrant of the State : 
They flock 'd together— 
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and confedierated themselves with the garri- 
son* 

Whilst I was awaiting the return of the prime 
minister. 

Behold ! there harried past the tremhling giiard 
A messenger express, who with inflated lungs 
Cried out, with voice as loud as he could haw]. 
Which through the castle everywhere resounded— • 
^* To arms ! to arms ! our monarch's life is threates'd ! 
An insurrection in the fort has broken out^ 
And rebels now are marching for the castle !• 
The heights and fields around the city swarm 
With wild, ferocious enemies I To arms I to arms V^ 

• 

Tomopohko advised me to repair immediately to 
Tanaqui. " Come," said he, " let us collect an 
army in my fatherland ; and this fury, which causes 
here so much tumultuous confusion, will soon 
abate." I was abashed and confounded, and knew 
not what course to pursue. Hope and fear seemed 
alternately to take possession of my soul. At length 
I followed his advice, and got fortunately away 
from Quama, as the Cduse of the insurrection was 
not generally known. When I arrived on the 
frontiers of Tanaqui, I collected together all who 
were capable of bearing arms. I had very soon 
an army on foot of forty thousand soldiers, the 
greatest part of whom were Tanaquians. With 
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tbese I retraced my steps, hoping that my force 
would be considerably augmented, when joined by 
ihose Quamites whom I looked upon as loyal sub- 
jects, and still true to my cause. But in my hopes 
I was completely deceived ; and instead of auxiliary 
troops, I was met by a herald with a letter from 
the Prince, wherein he formally declared war 
against me, as the person, who, by subtle and crafty 
means, had surreptitiously deprived him of his 
empire : and he informed me, at the same time, that 
my wife and son were thrown into prison. Im- 
mediately after the deparfure of the herald, we 
descried the Quamitish army advancing with the 
rebellious Prince at their head. As they possessed 
a vast deal of heavy artillery, I was afraid to hazard 
a battle, until I had gathered more strength: I 
therefore remained still, and fortified my camp. 
But on perceiving that my soldiers deserted secretly 
and went over to the enemy, and that the hostile 
army was expecting auxiliaries, I resolved, with 
the advice of General Tomopolokoyto commence the 
action. It was fought upon the same plain where 
the Tanaquians, some years before, were completely 
defeated in a general engagement. The enemy's 
cannon soon threw our ranks into disorder ; and it 
grieved me sorely, to think that I should be 
vanquished by my own invention, and with those 
arms which I myself had made. For some time 
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my troops resisted every attack, antil at length 
a ball struck the valisoit Ttnnopoloko^ who died 
instantaneously; when they immediately tamed their 
backs apoB the enemy, and songbt refbge in 
iBoantain caves and thickset forests. I fled to the 
top of a Ugh rock, and predpitated myself from it 
down into a ccmtignoas valley . I sat ^ece for some 
time b^aoaning — ^but, alas ! too late,-«-my misery 
and wretchedness, or, rather, my inconsistency 
and folly. I was so perplexed and confoniided, 
that I forgot .entirely to throw away my crown, 
which was ornamented with snn-beams, and might 
easily have betrayed me. When I liad been 
sitting in this valley for s^out the space of half an 
hour, in the greatest agitation both of body and 
mind, I at once heard several people climbing np 
the rock, who were in search of me, and threatening 
with much noise and vehemence that they would 
bring me to punishment I looked around me for 
a hiding place, in which I might conceal myself; 
when 

A thick and pathless copse, between two barren hills, 
Where reign'd a silent darkness, beckoned me. 

Thither I hastened with all speed ; and penetrated 
deeper and deeper into it, between the bushes, untfH 
came at length to a large hole. Here I remauned 
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standing for some time to take breath ; for I was 
nearly exfaaafided witti numii^. After a litUe 
^ile I refiolred on entering tius bole, and ttiere^ 
fore hid me down and crept into it on mj beUy, a 
good deal in inttation of die wriggling of a snake ; 
and as I found that It ran a long way^ tboogh not 
very steep, I made up my mind to penetrate t^ 
tbe end of it. But wben i bad proceeded about 
the -distance of a hundred steps, I fell suddenly 
headlong down a perpendicular declivity ; and was 
precipitated with the velocity of lightning, through 
impenetrable darkness and incessant night, until 
I perceived at last a faint glimmering of light. 

As when Selene shines with languid smile 
Through passing clouds* 

As the light gradually increased, the rapidity ot 
my course downwards abated ; so that I, without 
difficulty, or inconvenience, and, as it were, borne 
upon the billows of the ocean, was gently conveyed 
to a place amidst a number of barren rocks ; which, 
to my utter astonishment, I recognised as the same, 
whence, some years before, I was precipitated into 
the subterraneous regions. Why the velocity of 
my course gradually abated, I, in the beginning, 
could not conceive : but, after some reflection, I 
was convinced that the change was occasioned 
by my coming in contact ^ith the supra-terraneous 
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atmosphere, which is heavier than the subterraneous 
one; for if our atmosphere had not been much 
weightier than the other, the same kind of thing 
might have happened to me on my ascension as 
on my desoension, in which case I should, perhaps, 
have continued my voyage through the air, until 
I had arrived at the moon. But this hypothesis I 
leave to the closer examination of persons more 
skilled than myself in the science of astronomy. 
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CHAPTER XVI, 



THE author's return TO HIS NATIVE COUNTRY^ AND END 



OF THE FIFTH MONARCHY. 



I LAY for a length of time among the rocks in a 
state of insensibility ; for the fall, together with 
the wonderful change, by which I, who was lately 
founder of the fifth monarchy, saw myself on a 
sudden metamorphosed into a poor and hungry 
baccalaureus, had completely turned my brain. 
And indeed the fall was so tremendojus, and 

* 

go poetical, that it was enough to have thrown 
even the strongest head into the uttermost 
confusion. I began to ask myself whether all 
that which I saw were real, or only a dream. 
When this painful transport had in some degree 
abated, and I began to recover my reason, the 
consternation that I was in changed quickly to 
afSiction and remorse. 

^ Almighty Father !" I exclaimed, and raised 

D D 
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my trembling bands towards beaven, " wbat sin, 
wbat transgression against thy will , bave I com- 
mitted, to provoke thy anger, that tbou now hnrlest 
down upon my bead the dreadful thunder of thy 
vengeance ? Where am I ? Whence do I come ? 
Whither, whither, O heaven! shall I fly to bide 
myself fix)m thy wrath ?" 

Verily ! were one to peruse all the annals of all 
the times, one would not find, either in ancient or 
modem history, an example of so great a fall ; if 
w^ expept that oi Nebuchadnezzar , who^ from the 
niopt potent monarch on earth, was changed into a 
brute beast/ I was forced to experience nearly 
as bard a fate. In oiie moment were torn from 
me too large empires, with almost twenty, kingdoms, 
and I had nothing now remaining but the empty 
shadow, and a fast fleeting recollection of them. 
I bad lately been a monareh : now I could scarcely 
hope, in my native country » to hold a rank so high 
aa that of schoolmastei*. 1 was called the Envoy 
from the Sun : now I greatly feared that I might 
Qot obtain a situation above that of waiting-man to 
a dean, or at the highest to a bishop. Btope, 
honour, prosperity, and victory, had hitherto always 
attended me : now I saw nothing before my eyes 
but sorrow, misery, sickness, tears, and lamenta- 
tions. I resembled much a sun-flower, which 
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come6 quickly to its growth, and as quickly dis- 
appear, la shoft-^grief, pain,, compunctioni, 
ahame^ agony, and despair, racked my inward soul 
tathatdegree, tiiat,lik^ king Saol^ I teaolved at <»ice, 

upon my sacred word, 

To end my troubles with my naked sword; 

and was ifeally iseV'^ral times oh the point Of draw- 
tag it for that purpose ; wh^ it entered my mind, 
liiat I would ag^ln precipitate myself headlong 
down into the hole, out of which I had just ascended, 
in order to try whether a second subterraneous 
voii^age might not produce a more fortunate result. ^ 

Three times my murdVouB blade I nearly drew, 
And thrice I sheath'd again the polished steel ; 
Three times I to the fatal hole then flew. 
And thrice I lara'd again upon my heel ; — 

for I recollected that I was a Christian, and there- 
fore abandoned my design, as the Christian religion 
expressly forbids eveiy one from putting a period 
to his existence. 

I then endeavon^red to descend' the mouhtaifi hf 
a diflBcult and narrow path, which led directly to 
Sandwig 4 teri; I stuimbled several times xm: the'^way^ 
as my mind/ through tlroubleisr and affliction^ vr^ 
entireiy abient, and 'my thoughts- wtte completely 

dd2 
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abeorbed in reflecting on the fifth monarchy* — 
These nnsnbstantiii], thongh still new, images 
borered annind, and floated in snch rapid sacces^ion 
before my imagination, that I waa nearly deprived 
of my senses. I had also really suffered so great 
a loss, that I conceived nothing in my own coantiy 
coold ever compensate it. What equivalent or 
comp^isation, thought I to myself, would it be, 
were I appointed to the high-bailiwick of Bergen? 
or even, what is still more, to the Lord-lieutenancy 
of €dl Norway ? What consolation could all this be 
of to him who was so lately absolute sovereign of 
so many empires and Idngdoms, whidi he himself 
had founded ? I resolved, however, within myself 
that if any Lord-lieutenancy in my father-land were 
lOffered to me, I would not altogether refuse it. 

When I had got about half way down the moun- 
tain, I perceived a number of boys. I beckoned them 
to come to my -assistance, and said, Jeru pikal 
%aUm; which words in the Quamitish language 
signify, %how me the way. They were so alarmed at 
the sight of a man in a strange dress, with a hat upon 
his head ornamented witli golden glittering sun- 
beams, that they lEdl set up a most hideous shriek, 
and fled at once in such haste down the inountain, 
that they arrived at Sandwig a full hour earlier than 
I^ who was obliged to proceed at a slow pace, in 
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coiuiequenoe of my feet being Mistered and very 
sore with walking over the sharp pieces of brcAen 
rock. They caused the whole town to be over«> 
wbdnied with fright and consternation; for they 
swore solemnly^ that they had seen the Shoemaker of 
Jerusalem^ or the Wandering JeWj rambling about 
among the rocks : that his head was encircled with 
sunbeams, and that he was in perpetual motion, 
and sighing incessantly, which was a sure sign of 
the old and deep-rooted anguish that still rent his 
tortured bosom . When the people asked them how 
they knew that it was the shoemaker oi Jerusalem, 
they answered, that I had told them, with my own 
lips, both the name o^ myself and that of my country. 
I concluded afterwards, that this mistake arose 
entirely from my words, Jeru pikal mUm^ which 
they had not understood. The whole town was 
in commotion, and no one doubted the truth of the 
account; especially as the story of the wandering 
shoemaker had lately been revived, which went 
so &r as to say, that he had been seen in Hamburgh 
<Mily a short time before. 

On my arrival at Sandwig, which was in the 
afternoon, I perceived that all the inhabitants were 
assembled in large crowds ; for the same innate and 
ekger curiosity, which is peculiar to all mortals, to 
hear and see anything that is novel, had attracted 
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them from all parts of tbe adjacent countrjf . - They 
had been long standing at the (ocA /oiib» monnt^dn, 
CO the tiptoe of expectation, to receive their, aew 
guest ; but as soon as they heard me flrpeak^ . thi^ 
were all filled with alarm and hastily fled, with the 
exo^ytipn of one old man, who seemed more 
conrageoas than the rest. To him I addressed my? 
«elf, and begged of him to afford shelter in his house 
to a poor wretched and deluded man. H^ asked 
me, saying — 

Wkere wast tbou horn ? whens i» thy home* fneQ4 ? 
^rpio y[^f4 VMt Pf ^^P ^^rld 4^f pome, ffteo(| ? 

I answered him. 

With faiilf ring roice and sighs both load and deep :-- 
The hist'ry of my troubles secret I will keep 
Until another time and place ; but ere I sleep 
A tale I will unfold, at which the stones will weep.— 

Now conduct me hence, and whep in your bouse, 
I shall there relate to you adventures that will 
appear wholly incredible, and which in any history 
are without parallel. The old man's curiosity was 
excited ; be took me by the hand and le4 me to his 
home, quite angry at his countrymen, who, he 
said, were always so unseasonably filled with f^larm, 
and fled at the sight of every strange fece as 
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thoHgli tiiey bad really iBeen something dr^ndfuL 
As soon as I entered his house, I requested, fifom^ 
driilk^ t<>queiich iiiy eXc^sive thirst. He haQdedUe 
hitais^lf a ^lass of be^r, for neither his wife nOr his 
dimeter durst vefhture to approach tne. Wben I 
hinl dn!mk it^ I comitleiiced my story with the follow* 
ing wohls :*-*" Yott behdld now before you. a man 
wbo hsls long be^n a feather before the boisterous 
and (^hadgeable Winds of fortune, and Wbobasbe^fi 
persecuted by ht6 Tbore than any othet mortal: 
We ar^ wtell aware that things of the grelKtest 
niom^ mky be changed in an instant; but that 
whidk has befallen me ekceeds by far sQl humah 
expectations ^-^ 



What IVe ex|>erie]ie'd is unheahl df, wtthoiit eqlial. 
In our time, or days of yore ; but hear the sequel — 



» 



My host here interrupted me, observing : ** This 
is a fate to which all wanderers are exposed ; for," 
said hej " how tnany events and changes may not 
occur on a journey which endures for tipwards of 
sixteen hiindred years ?" I was conq)leteIy at a loss 
to comprehend his meaning, and therefore begged 
6f hkn to explain what he understood by these 
sixteeri bdndred years. " If we may believe his- 
tory," answered he, ** it is now exactly sixteen 
hundred years uince Jerusalem was destroyed ; and 
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1 4oiibt not, venerable sir, of yoor having been, at 
the time the deatrnetion took plaoe^ already vreH 
stricken in yeajt& ; for if that which is r^ted of 
yoa be tme, then yon mast have been born in the 
reign of the Emperor Tiberiua." To this I could 
make no reply ; for I actually thought his intellects 
were deranged, and told him, that his words were 
completely enigmatical to me* But he went imme* 
diately and brought a copper-plate print of the 
tsmjie of Jerusalem, and asked me whether it had 
really any likeness of the original. In the midst 
<rf my aorrow and affliction I was not able to rdrain 
from smiling, and asked him the reason of all this 
confused and unintelligible language. ** I know 
not," answered he, " whether I be in error or not. 
The inhabitants of this place aver that you are the 
Shoemaker of Jermaleniy so famed in history, who, 
since the time of Christy has been wandering about 
the whole world. But the more I look at you, 
the more your face brings to my recollection the 
features of an old friend, who, about twelve years 
ago, lost his life on the top of this mountain." On 
bearing these words, the mist vanished from my 
eyes, and I recognized my old friend AbeUn^ at 
whose house in Bergen I had so frequently visited. 
I ran into his embrace with outstretched arms, 
exclaiming, " Is it you, then, my dear AheUn? I 
can scarcely believe my own eyes. Here you 
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b^K^d again your friend KHm^ who is retnrned frtm 
flie sabterraneoas world. I am the same, wlib 
twelve years ago was precipitated down into tbe 

^tk abyss." At this phenomenon be seemed 

-' ■ . ■ ' 

Like one struck by the fatal bolt, 
■ l^tandiog ia lifeless ecstasy^ and staling without sightr-^-r 

. ^* I behold my dear KUnCa face again !" exclaimed 
be, <* I hear his well-known voice ! 

So stretched he forth his hand, such was his noble air!—- 

But although I have never seen any one in my life 
who had a stronger likeness of my friend KUm^ jei 
I ndther can nor ought to believe my own senses ; 
for now-a-days the dead are not in the Iiabitof 
rising again : I must have more corroborative proof, 
before I shall give credit to your words." 

In order to remove every doubt bom his mind, I 
recounted to him exactly, and particularized, every- 
thing that had formerly taken place between uir. 
When he heard this, his eyes became as it were 
opened, he fell upon my neck, and shedding a 
torrent of tears, said : ** Now I perceive that it is 
KUm himself^ and not his ghost ; but tell me where 
you have lain so long concealed, and whence you 
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bav6 brooght that very stnuige^ nay wonderfid^ 
dregs." I began then to relate everythiiig drcum-* 
ataotiaily that had come to pass after my deseent into 
the hde. He listened attentirdy to all that I re* 
counted, until I came to speak about the planrt 
NcusuTj and the rational talking trees ; when he lost 
all patience, and said : ^ No dream can be more 
absurd and preposterous, no mad or drunken man's 
nonsense can be ntiore confiised and extravagant, 
than what you have just related. I would sooner 
believe, with our simple peasants, that you bad 
fallen among subterraneous elves ; for everything 
which is told concerning them, seems to me much 
more probable than your subterraneous travels." 
I entreated him to have patience onljr for a little 
while, until I had brought my story to a conclusion. 
At length he was silent, and I continued to relate 
what further had befallen me among the subter- 
ranean inhabitants, and how I had founded the 
greatest monarchy that had ever existed in the 
world. All this only tended to increase and con- 
firm his suspicion, that I had been among ^Iphs, 
who had so fascinated me with their powerful incan- 
tations, that I had caught the shadow for the body ; 
and in order to ascertain the extent of my delirium, 
he began to question me about the state (rf the 
blessed and the damned, the Elysian fields, and 
such like. As I perceived clearly what he aimed 
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fit; I ^mswered : " Your incredulity is veay pardte- 
aU^ ; Sh* toy re<iital of past transactions and evente 
must appear to every one as febnlous and invwted^ 
That whidi I bave had to eneoonter is so extraoiv 
dinary, that it sufpasses all human credibility. [ 
swear, boweTer, by all that Is holy, that I bare nfot 
invented or added one syllable; but have related 
everything candidly and strai^t forward, just as it 
came to pass." But his obstinate mcredulity re- 
midned onsl^aken ; and he requested tfaat I wookl 
rest InyB^lf for a few days, as be hoped that, fhroogh 
repose, my disordered mind would, in that time, 
recover its interrupted faculty of ratiocination^ 

After the lapse of eight days, which I passed in 
a state of perfect tranquillity, my host conceived 
that I had had sufficient time to subdue my unaccouiv- 
table phr^nzy, and, therefore, began again to speak 
about the subterraneous travels; for during these 
eight days he had not permitted me to mention 
ihem. He hoped now, that the fifth monarchy, 
together with the twenty kingdoms and the two 
large empires, had so entirely disappeared, that 
there was not a single vestige of either town or 
Ullage remaining of them. But when he beaid 
th^t I repeated my story verbatim, and was equally 
as circumstantial as before ; that J ^related every- 
thing in the same order from the beginning to the 
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end ; and that I at length npbraided him with his 
incredulity ; and as I moreover alleged facts which 
be conld not deny — for example, that twelve years 
ago I was precipitated down into the hole, and that 
I was now returned to my native country in a com- 
{detely foreign and unknown garb ; — ^then he began 
to show strong symptoms of wavering, and knew 
not what to reply. He was now confounded, and 
wished to leave me, but I continued to prove to 
bim, that his belief in elves, fairies, sylphs, and 
such like, was much more absurd and preposterous 
than my subterraneous travels : for the first were 
only fancies, wild reveries, and nursery-fables; 
while, on the contrary, many great philosophers had 
admitted that the earth was hollow, and that there 
was another, but smaller, globe placed within its 
shell ; and that my own experience had now fully 
confirmed this opinion : I could, tlierefore, not con- 
tradict the evidence of my own senses. 

At last he yielded to these proofs, and said, 
" The firmness which you have exhibited in main- 
taining that, from which, if invented, you could 
have derived no advantage, has gained a complete 
victory over my incredulity." Being now con- 
vinced of the truth, he requested that I would begin 
the relation of my adventures anew, and recount 
everything very circumstantially. He was highly 
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entertained with what I related to him respecting 
the planet Nazar, and especially concerning the 
principality of PotUj whose laws and regulations^ 
be said, oaght to seite as a pattern to all republics. 
He was now fully sensible of it, that the plan for 
such a well-regulated government could not be 
engendered and formed in the brain of a man whose • 
intellects were disordered ; for these laws appeared 
to him to be more divine than human ; and, in order 
that he might not forget any part of them, he penned 
everything down< as I told it. As I remarked that 
I had efTected a conviction in his mind, I began 
now to reflect upon my own wretched condition, 
and asked him what I, under these circumstances, 
ought to do ; or what fortune and success, after so 
many great exploits and brilliant achievements in 
the subterraneous world, he thought I could hope 
to. meet with in my native country. He answered 
— ^^ I advise you, by all means, not to let your ad- 
ventures be known to any soul living. Are you 
not aware of the spirit of persecution of our priests ? 
Ap they excommunicate all those who adopt the 
opinion that the earth moves and the sun stands 
still, they would most certainly, were you to n^ention 
the subterranean sun and planets, declare you 99 
impious and unworthy of the community of Chris* 
tians. How maliciously, and with what vindic- 
tiveness, would Magister Rupertus alone not 
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persecite yon ? and bow would be not fulminate bis 
anathemas against you? be, wbo only last year 
sentenced a man to do public penance, solely because 
be believed tbe existence of antipodes ? This man, 
for your doctrine concerning tbat new world, would 
most assuredly condemn you to be burnt on a pile 
cS feggots. I advise and warn you, therefore, tjiat 
yon keep your adventures a profound and eternal 
secret, and that you for some time remain concealed 
fat my house." He then entreated me to lay aside 
my subterranean dress, and exchange it for another ; 
andall those personswho,out of mere curiosity,came 
to see the SAoemaker ofJerusabfmy he sent away, 
giving out that I had again hastily disappeared* 
The report of my visit was, notwithstanding, 
quickly spread over the whole country ; and every 
pulpit resounded with admonitions, warnings, and 
predictions, of some dreadful andimpending calamity, 
which would shortly follow this manifestation. 
The Shoemaker of Jerusalem, they said, was come 
to Sandwig^ as the herald of God's wrath, to exhort 
people to repentance. And as reports and stories 
never lose anything by repetition, this fable very 
soon received some considerable additions and 
embellishments. . It was related by many; that the 
said Shoemaker of Jerusalem had announced the 
end of the world, and threatened, that if mankind 
did not repent before St. John's day, evetything 
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woald be destnqred by fire and brimstone and otber 
ccnnbnstibles. These predictions caused so great 
a noise, and bad so mach effect upon the minds of 
the people in a certain parish, tiiat fte farmers 
neglected to cultivate their fields, as they, becansid 
of the approaching deStmction of the worM, had no 
harvest to expect ; bat as the parson^ of this parteh^ 
Magister Nieky was fearfnl that he should* thereby 
lose his tenth and other little perquisites and 
comings-in, he published that the last day was 
deferred for a year, and that they should, therefore^ 
not be scrupulous about returning to their ordinary 
occupations. As no one, except my landlord and 
myself, Isnew what gave rise to these fables, they 
furnished us wifli oocasion for a good deal of 
laughter. . 

As I at last could not remain any longer con- 
cealed in a strange hotise, and must necessarily 
again appear in public, my landlord gave out that 
I was a student from Drontheimy and a relation 
of •bis/ and that I was lately come to that part of 
the country on a visit. He afterwards recommended 
me so very particularly, both verbally and in 
writing, to the Bishop of . Bergen^^'ai his Right* 
reverence promised me. at length the first rector** 
d)ip that should become vacant This office I 
thought was likdy to be exactly to my teste, ds it 
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appeared to have some points of resemblance with 
my former rank ; for a school rectorship is a com- 
plete royal government in miniature. The rod of 
the school is not very milike a sceptre, and the pro- 
fessor's chair might be aptly compared to a throne. 
But as there was no place i^cant for a lengtli of 
time, and I stood in need of immediate preferment, 
I resolved, in order not to die of hanger, to accept 
of the first situation that offered. Shortly after died, 
very opportunely, the sexton of Christ-church, and 
the Bishop appointed me his successor : a ridiculous 
preferment enough for one who had lately been 
the ruler over so many empires. Since nothing so 
mudi as poverty causes a man to be ridiculed, and 
as it is foolish to throw away dirty water before 
one has got clean, I did not refuse this offer : and 
I now pass away my time in this situation in phy- 
losophical tranquillity. Soon after this meta- 
morphosis took place, an honourable marriage was 
proposed to me with a merchant's daughter of 
Bergen^ whose name was Magdalena. I liked 
the young lady very well ; but as it was probable 
that the Empress of Quanta was still alive, I feared, 
that if I married this said MagdalenOy I should be 
declared guilty df bigamy. But my friend Abelin^ 
into whose bosom I used always to poar forth the 
troubles and sorrows of my heart, removed quickly. 
every doubt, and proved so fundamentally the 
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folly of my scrupulosity, that I at length married 
her. 

With this Magdalena I lived six years in the 
most peaceable and affectionate matrimonal state ; 
but I never related to her my subterraneous ad- 
ventures. As I could not, however, thoroughly 
eradicate from my memory the splendour of great- 
ness that once surrounded me, it sometimes mani- 
fested itself, and does even still, now and then, 
manifest itself, in a few individual marks of 
weakness and acts of folly, which are but ill suited 
to my present condition. By my wife Magdalena 
I have had three sons, Christian^Jens^ and Chispar; 
and have, consequently, four in all, if the Prince 
of Quama be still living. 
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ABELIN'S APPENDIX. 



NiBLS KUM lived until the year sixteen hundred 
and ninety-five. His irreproachable life, good 
conduct, and amiable manners made him beloved 
and esteemed by all. The priest, however, of 
Christ-church was sometimes displeased with him, 
' on account of his rigid piety and seriousness, which 
be ascribed to pride and haughtiness. But I, who 
was acquainted with this man's adventures, was 
much surprised to observe the modesty, humility, 
and patience, with which he, who had been 
monarch over so many empires and kingdoms^ 
performed the duties of this inferior oflSce. From 
others, on the contrary, who knew not his wonder- 
ful metamorphosis, he could not escape being sus- 
pected of arrogance. As long as his strength 
would permit him, he was in the habit, at certain 
times of the year, of walking to the top of the 
mountain, . where he would stand and look sted- 
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fastly down the hole out of which he had ascended. 
His friends took notice that he used always to re- 
tire from it with tears in his eyes, and afterwards 
lock himself up in his study, that he might indulge 
in his reflections and meditations for the remainder 
of the day. His wife also aflSrmed, that she bad 
often heard him talk in his sleep about armies and 
fleets, and many other incoherencies. Once his 
absence of mind was so extraordinary, that he sent 
orders, commanding the high-bailiff of Bergen to 
attend him imniediately. His wife thought that this 
confusion in his head was created by bis too close 
application to study, and was consequently much 
alarmed for the state of his health, which she be- 
lieved was greatly impaired by it. . His library con- 
sisted chiefly of political books ; but as he thought 
that these were not very suitable for a sexton, he, 
on that account, got rid of a great many of them. 
Of these hi3torical travels there is but one single 
copy, in the author's own hand -writing, and that is in 
my possession. I have frequently purposed having 
the work printed and published ; but several weighty 
reasons have always intervened to prevent me 
from executing my design. 

THE END. 
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